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ety in the: Man, on the other, gau 
Birth io thoſe terrible Misfortunes, 


Troubles and Anxizties, ARE are the Sub- 
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t ſbould be call a, berate the Pogſonts. - | 
therein mont ion d are real, and the fats 
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' titude.of Witneſſes coho lie in tbe Net 
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Mo of Virtue to bo 
miglit be verified in ie i * 1 92 | 
Nances taken both from 1 2 By 

Life; but I ſhall content myſelf with 

BY Producing one of the firſt Kind, which 

Will abundantly prove the Truth of the 

|  fofepoing Obſervations; ; and by which 

þ it will- appear, that when a Man” or 

woman 15 reſolved to indulge their Pa- 

ſtons, no other Oonfiderations, human 5 

= or divine, are ſuffered to take Plate. . 

1 the Weſt of England Tre, on 

3 fill lives Clodro, 4 young Gentle an of 

2 handſome Fortune, which would be 

= deals greatly upon the Dea r his 

Father. As Clodio was born 


Expectations, his Education was ate, 
| to his Hopes, His Father had been al- 
Ways in Trade; and he carefully in- 

| a his Son in thoſe Branches of! it. 7 
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— in; oe he eas d himſelf of a 
great Part of the Load of Buſineſs, and 
aasee it to his Son. Cladio was 
Chief in all Things; for his Talents 
bein naturally Rn, for Trade, and 
himſelf of a parſimonious Temper, his 
Father confided in him for the a 
ment of all his Concerns. | 
Means a great. deal of Money rape | 


. continually chro his Hands, he became 


at length fo enamour d with it, that he 
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of his Life. 1 
„De Love of Maney is the Rivet 0 ali 
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1 2 th Mankind; 48 1 8 he 
t himſelf born for no other End 
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_ ard to the Welfare of all others. Self- 
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in his o ow Soul, which is fuld 
nothing ano Ideas of Gain, and 7 
per Cort. Written upon every F oliage of 
- his Heart. Even Beauty elle with all 
"3 its melting Train of Charms and . Graces, 
18 3 to diſſolve his obdurate 5 4 
ſeſſton f or Riches; and whenever Fortune 


throws ſuch. a lovely Object i in Fm Way, 
| he. muſt be courted to em brace t 
; Charmer, q and that upon ſuch e 
as ſhall not in the leaſt interfere With ] 9 1 
much, Fearer and more agreeable Mam: 1 
| mon, 5 0 »blod 
. Clodio thus fc in his Temper | 
had but little Reſpe&.Jhewn him byte 3 
| Gatlemen "of Wiltfpirg,. where n 
Fre Inheritance, more tan "his + h 1 
lane challeog'd. for him. This, . 
F "I him but little Uncafinels, tor 
as not place his Felicity in ip 1 
Fc: of Friendſhip, ar familiar. In- 
ON e with Society, he never. give 4 


f an rouble about "People's | 
5 a ; aion 705 11 this 1 Pichure of 
the Man, one may caſily.. 3 4 
; 951 of 4 Figure he made in his, A [ 
ez x notwithſtanding this, natural 4+ 
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the. hacker Sort, whom he always treated 4 


1 


. 


Sz 


— 


50 in; 


; gonly 


n 


f ey! bandlomely, knowing tis 081 bs - 
ns well receive Ahne he return d 


ph Viſit. Among others of his Viſitants, 
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ber Reſpects, nd. Fas. ſaid with 
4 Him Weeks and Months together. ets 


Melia was a young Lady of a g 
4 hropfhire, poſſeſs d of the woll 
Accompliſhments; and tho 


recable 
E could not challenge the firſt Place at 


Bm th Table of Beauty, yet ſhe had ſome- 
= thing: in her Face that gave the Be- 
hol Jer more Delight than eyen. Beauty 


JE Her Charms did not proceed ſo 


N av from the Reg +: ny ny lier Fa. 
tres n from the 'pleaſan 


ir of her 


Cougtenance, Allen er e Humour 
and natural iſpoſiti n 8 ſmile, con- 


titus diffus g over it. Thugs Wich- 


1 ben t e Art of captivatit a 
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of their Lives. Her“ Heart Was 48 N- 
1 of the tender Flame, as her Eyes | 
Were le of darting it into others. - 


Bur it was her hard Fate to place her Af- ; 
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be an utter Stranger to the ſoft and ge⸗ 
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Divinity he pays. _ his _Adordtions. 


Weg — 


3 N 


Lues who make it the whole PR 


A rt 
8 
2 5 


A 
4 


7 3 "I 
to; ; M Wealth is the Summum Bonuin ;, an 
Wealth alone the ultimate En A; A 
bis Wiſhes. Poor Melifar n 9 05 0 


Caſe; and | deſerves - Hur; Pity.! 
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Sorrows. and Troubles Would be the fad 
Conſequence of this a unlucky Choice] 
But, inſtructed by 
has learn'd, A when the Love 
Riches has taken Poſſeſſion of the Heart 
of Man, no other Object, however 


beautiful or 1 it des MY, find. W 


miſſion there. 


It was in the Year? 17 4, that MM. 
ua (who. was but then lately enter "i 
into her Teens) came to Sidbury, Where 
Viſit, to his - - 


Cladio then Was on a. 
Grandmother, and, here began their 
firſt Intimacy. „ One Nig ht 


being All at their Devotions, and Aris 3 
tive fo. the Prayers which he read o „ = 3 


ſuddenly a Skriek was heard, ang. tl 


family was alarm d, and Clodio inflantly 
ſtarting up, ſoon perceiv'd, that his 
'Conlſin Meliſſa was taken with an hy- 
ſterick Fir.” All Hands were immed: 6 
employed i in 225 -uring her Relief, which 
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r Frederico, who happened 1 to be 
tefent at the ſame Time, was no 1 
Höck d at the Accident. Fred. indeed, 
5 Was but 2 Youth, was very vocifere 
dus in his Lamentations, and filld the 
Whole Houfe with his Outcries; Which 
© aſibly affected his Siſter in the Inter- 
ig I Vals of her Fits, of which ſue had ſe- 

5 el tho never an before that Time. 

__ Chlodio indeed, ated with much more 

4 mpoſure, tho he was much grieved 
for. her as a Relation, and a good-naturd 
agreeable Girl, and therefore advisd ta. 
Put her to Bed, as a Place much fitter 
for her Condition. This was according: 
UE: ty done, and her Fits gradually torte 
ing at length wholly left BET 
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4 TY on his - Aſſurance, that he 
8 = dd never make Mæliſſa his Wiſe, 
Clodio without an ay Heſitation, gave his 
nde the Satisfaction wee deſired. 
He, However, was ſo lordidly bent upon 
75 Purſuit of his Intereſt, that if A- 
a had not interpos d her a 
he 4 75 never have hearken d to any 
Propoſal. that thould have claſh'd Wl 
it. 


Let us now return to Mele, al 


we left recovering from her Fits, which 
Had fo exhauſted her Spirits, that when 
they were quite gone, ſhe 75 Rue. 
| Hetfelf very weak, low and faint; and 
 Clagio apprehending that they might 
bring ſome more fatal Diſorder upon Her, 
advi >the Exerciſe of Riding. 
But I ſhould haye mention'd another 
Ineigent which confirm d Artoſſa in the 
Perſuaſion, that her Couſin Meliſſas 8 
; Ilinets proceeded. from the Violence of 
her Live: for her Grandſon, which was. 
this. When the A Ty of her Fits was 
bone w bat abated, ſhe ſuddenly ſeiz d on 
Clodid's Hand, as he fat by her Bed-ſide, 
and dlppin ir to her ide, cried out 
With ſome ee it is here, it it 


\ i ere, and held it there for ſome, Time; 
2 en he. Enix dating FO, 
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fhe again laid hold of ir, and putting. it 
tothe ſame Place, faid in a more ſoft 
and languiſhing Tone, it is here, it is 
here; ſoon after a kindly Warmth dif- 
fusd itſelf over her Hands, Breaſts, and 
whole Body, the Colour return'd' to her 
Cheeks, -and ſhe began to peak 8 
chearſully. * 

The next Day, dane to Clodio's 
Advice, he, Melia, and her Brother 
Fred. took Horſes, and rode out ; and 
this Exerciſe they continued for ſeveral 
Days ſucceſſively; till Meliſſa had quite 
recover d her Health. Soon after all 
three of them took a Journey to London, 
Clodio on Buſineſs of his own, and Fred. 
and his Siſter to ſee their Father, Who 
then reſided in that City. h 

Clodio, who ever had in Mind * | 
Grandmother's Advice, which be re- 
ſolv'd to purſue to a Tittle, took par- 
ticular Care to avoid every Opportunity 
that might encourage Meliſſa to believe, 
that he had any more than a common 
I Regard for her as a Relation. In Con- 
ſequence of which, he ſeldom or ever 
ook her to a Play with him, unleſs it 
were in Company with her Father and 


P ec they w were in Laudon. Nay, 
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Mother, and ſcarce ever paid her a Viſit 


CT | -- 1 | Then 1 7 - 2 


ft Der. at Cladio's Uncle's, whens ; 
Clodio himſelf then lodg d, in order 
perlect herſelf in the Fs of Dancing, 
* hcl ſae had been ſome Time learning, $ 
Citodio never once took her abroad, to 
partake of the Diverſions of t > Seaſon, | 


even tho he ſpent the greateſt Part h 
his Time in ame 1 ob Amuſements 

or other. Te 1 1 „ 
Meliſſu, e was rect abel 
grin d at this diſtant Behaviour of Clodio. 
It ſhe might have had her Will, the! 


ou 10 never have been out of his Com- 2 


pany; yet ſhe was very careful, that 


neither her Words, Actions, or Conduct, | 


might diſcover the ſecret: Anguiſſ of her 
Heart. But who, in Love, can forbear 


| betraying ſome Symptoms of it? Ciodius 
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Aunt, u ho uns not ignorant of the Frail-" 
ties of her Sex, took Notice of ſome 


peculiar Circumſtances in Melifſa's Be- 


Haviour, whick induc d her to believe 


that her Kinſman's Carriage was not in- 


8 different © to. her. Her Suſpivion” was 
much increas d, When Moliſſa, by an 


Order from her Father, was required to 
g into the Country before rhe Depar- 
ture of Ciddio. She lamented her Un- I 
fo in 2 r to. 3 
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| | London, to go to Lincoln among hel 
3 Fyends and) Relations, altho the was 
e aſſurd that the. hould b there 
highly careſs d, and enjoy all the Plea- | 
F fares. of the Country. She. pretended, - 
however, that the Reaſon of her Un- 
caſineſs was; her being oblig d to leave 
che good Company of Cladios Aunt, 
bo had usd her ww the greateſt Ten- 
derneſs and Civility. But this Pretence 
was too thin · ſpun id; blind the Eyes of 
the old Lady, who. eaſily, perceived by 
che frequent Heavings of Meliff's 
_ S$Boſomm; the deep-fetchd Sighs, the 
Tears that often trickled dowet 3 
Cheeks, when ſhe ſüpposd ſhle was not 
Fobſerv'd, and the * 1 55 Humour ſhe 
was always in, When Clodio was the 
Subject of their Diſcourſe, that her Con» 
cern was occaſion d by the Neceſſity o 
parting with that dear Qbject of all her 
. Wiſhes. 9 5 
But go ſhe malt; and Cladio u was % 
omplallant as to wait on her to tlie Inn 
Irhere ſhe was to take Coach. Her 88. | 
hey waited: two Hours before her Bro- 
Fer Fd, came to them. Clodio was 
det a little vexd in his Mind and 
5 Caen, every Minute an Age till he was - 
A Eiben her Tee 2 rhys Was 


* 


PW. no ET 


| bug 20 y 

her own e that ſhe might en- 
_ boy the Pleaſure of his Converſation, 

| which ſhe did not expect again for a 
great while to come; and perhaps 8 * 
An Expectation too that he would ſay 
r a that might allay the raging 
' Fever of her Love. But Clodio was too 
wary to be caught in the Snare; and 
turn d the Drift of his Converſation upon 
indifferent Things, except now urs then 
mixing a Kiss with his: Diſcourſ 7 but 
not a Word of Lovð e. 
It is very certain, that Clodis Was no 
Stranger to Meliſſas Paſſion for him; 
which he was aſſur d of, not only by his 
Aunt, who had garher d ſo much from 
her Behaviour in London, but likewiſe 
from ſeveral Crounifiances of her Con- 
duct while: they liv'd together at Gig. 
. bary." One Day as Clodis and ſhe fat in 
the | Parlour. together, /' chatting about 
trifling Affairs, ſhe happened to have her 
Fand in his, when, at that Inſtant his 
Grandmother came into the Room; but 
_ Meliga did not offer to withdraw it, but 
3 dropping her Handkerchief, prevented 
as the old Lady's ſeeing the Confundtion 
. of their Hands, which was à plait 
=» RES oh | rome ein YE: ag” n en 0 the 1 
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1 8 A laſtance of Meliſa's Affec? 
tion for Clodio was this. Melia is 
naturally of a gay debonair Humour, 
* uſed ſuch Familiarities with thoſe 

ſhe could take the Freedom, as ſome 

| ave. People would think inconſiſtent 
30 with the ſtrict Rules of Modeſty, but in 
her might pals well enough | or Levity 

of Temper. This ſhe had Wit enough 

to improve to her own Advantage, and 
under Colour of this free Humour, uſed 


Ni often to ask Clodio to lay his Hand u as 
no] ber Breaſts, and to prels them hard, beat 
m; * - .cauſe it would make them grow; for ag 
his he was then but very young, ſhe 1 was | 
om. mighty defirous of appzaring with all 
ſel. the Qualifications of a full grown Lady 

on- and ſo entitle her to the Eſteem of C 40% 


2 : for whom ſhe entertain d, even fo early 
rm” > the moſt . paſſionate Regard. How ans 
Qut enious is Love, that can aſſume all 
her hapes, to diſguiſe the, real Sentiment 
of the Heart ! 0 

Artoſſa, Clodib's Grant thier, whd 
dad been perfectly inform d ot Nieliſa 
wot Behaviour during her Stay in London 
5 . as ſoon" as ſhe had left that City, voy 
535 whe Mee Letter. „ 


x A | 
3 


9 
. * IS 1 
— 5 - 
: (- 
- 
- 
- 
2 } 
=, 
4 
- 
> 
— s oe 


Lk 2 8 e r 


. 7 \Grandehit, Wy 3 20 ot, nel 5 


OUR Aunt has ee 
OF with her Late that your 
Chin Meliſſa is deep ply in Love with _ 
Jeu, with the. ſeveral. Gircumſtances 
| Char convinced her, that Meliſſa re- 
© pretted nothing ſo much. as her Parking 
1 with you when her Father order d on | 
3 into The | Country. I. former! | 
l 115 ou” my own Thoughts upon 5. 9 8 
Head, and you chen gave. me ee . 
. blemn Prod, that, vou would never - W 
matry her; er any « . Lady, wit: 
out my Conſent. Was ſatisfied; ;; 
but 1 know 10 Well th e Lures,  Deceits, 5 
aok Practices of my own. Hex, When 
8 Sink ired by the Paſſion of Loye, a and | 
ae by Opportunity and Intimacy, 
Eat you wilt excuſe my Fears and _ 
ebenda, keaſt yen ſhould,” 'by 
her female Wiles, Rabe engaged in a 
Hontract which you muſt bè ſenſible is 
diametrically Oppoſite to Your Intere "7 
Her Fortune is But a Trie in Om? 
paris on ta Your Expectations. 1 3 85 5 5 1. 
Fro er ſuffer the Bauble Love. to = 25 
and in Competition with that Wealth 35 4 
* tae "Ny © are 8 4 IS 
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. 7 Wwüpas L . vou marry 4 


ö . but h bat it finds in its on unenvied, 
„che perhaps pitied Conchtion, WR 
Would embrace Miſery, When Felleit7 


* Riches bring a thouſand e 


0 2 3.) ) 
© equal Opulence?. 
© with them, and will command 


1 
* binel ebe Love, united Win 0 
; 1ives- deſtitute of every Pleaſüre 


is in their Option? WHO Would prefer 


« a trifling and momentary Blifs fer u- | 


Di yummy gn 'Happineſs'? Let 


not Paffion blind you; but let vb 


6 3 * principal Object in your Eyes. — 


' %, N 6 x 
= _"—_ S 
- 


<. own" Inteteſt be always the firſt wry 


* then, Melia, from your Thonglits, + 


” $« and;\as much as poſtible, from your... 


5 Sicht. Never be in her Comp pany, 
W Ne when in Company with othiers:, . 


ich 1 hope in God you have: nor). 


* conſider. it as a ruf Aion, and made 


55 9 88 Suſpicions are 


„ without due Conſideration, and there- 


fore much better broken - than kept. 


„„ But I ſhall defer my farther Advice el, 
am entirely ſarisfied, under your, 
own: Hind, Whether my Fears and 
Well or il. N 


2 11 * 
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1 cache; 
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have plighted her any Vous 4 


„ 


ö 


Wing Terms. 
25 adam, Bark 


— A8 1 pin I, * 198 the 
| - Anxieties of the amorous Paſſion, 1 
75 Acad, the more readily give you the 

© Syqisfaction you requeſt in your Letter. 


1 2 bh Admonitions, which I; am 
le. proceed, from a pure Regard 


© ms when I ſay, that the Trouble and 


bern Fool enough F entertain a 


1 © have taken every Opportunity to con- 
|S 2 her that her Affections are ill- 
8B 1 10 and that I ſhould never make 
| r any ſuitable Return. Ans J ſay, 


$ © the conſtant Indi 


BF Ed üb 


n 3 2 3 ä 


| FED anſwer'd NE? Latte in ie 


5 2 
\ 


. 


8 — I pay the higheſt Deference 


1 « - my Welfare, yet you will excuſe 5 


. 4 Uneaſineſs Which you give yourſelf, 

. 5 5 altogether groundleſs and unneceſ- 
Gry, It's very poſlible, nay, I believe 

Cit $ highly ptobable, that Met ia has 


3 « + Sand, Regard for me; but 1 aſſure | 
= *.yoy without the leaſt Encouragement” 5 
Non my Part. So far from it, that 1 


1 * the herſelf mult be ſenſible. of, from 
7 ference Þ have ſhewn 
„ on every Inſtance of her Fondneſs for» [© 
me; and am determin'd that my e 2 1 
b. * Bhaviour ſnall a corrẽſpong 


. © be 
Ee 


„ „, 
77055 my. ormer; I. would not be 
> 1 guilty. of dowuright, Rudeneſßs, but if 
2 e e all, ſtop; the Progrels of 

12 40 1 2 I am; 1 
Met 4 U LW { Fa eto — 
ES Leit. 6 517 1 1900 . 1 

4 Wo. 1: t is ai in, 55 Ireat Meade 
ig, your. own: Power, to prevent the 
4 troubleſame Co Conſequences of an Affair 
{which gives you ſo much Uncalineſs ; 
and that is, by not inviting her to 
ur ISS 1 at Sdbary, when you 
7 180 OW 1 there. But be it Hou 
z with aſlaze Horte, ahn de al. 
ng En Ways capefpl to. act conſiſtent with 1 

800 * 1 and your Are a 

= 711 1114 n Se + 9 9 
| Fate N * 1 wy MF tex etl re reins 4 9. 
Jie 5 bat Is] v4 09 90 7 
Aka being br 
clog; 70 beter car = had engag d. n 
0 ;Contract Marriage with , 
nor eyer), £5 gavecherſelf 10:1 
| blegbout the Co 
- follow on e gs e. e 
zin his C y;; and therefore a ne 


7 


e 


o bury, tho the knew iClodio Would 
1 y be there; at the fame) Time, and 
i 3 n Fas. 00, pager 


ae 4 4; 21 ** EE 
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Conlequences which mig 3 


Was an, 3 Companion, invited Her 5 75 - | | 


N > ws 1 1 
| "a *his Glan mother's than he was * 4 
com d by his Couſin Meli ſa, whom he 
found in good Health : But the Renewal 
of 'the Object Toon 5 the Flame in 


her Heart, 7 1 his lon Abſence had 
more than half linotherd in Oblivion; 
but now broke out again, and rag d with 


: 33 more Fury chan ever. But cruel Cuſtom, 


and the natural Modeſty of her Sex, 

- obliging et to conceal the corroding | 
"Ahpuiſh, it prey d inwardly upon her 
1 Spirits to ſuch a Degree, that her Colour 
faded like a Flower untimely cropp d, 
her Fleſh waſted, and ſhe was reduced 
almoſt to a Shadow. The Phyſician 
put in Practice all the Rules of his Art 
to reſtore her to Health; but in the 


8 : whole Compaſs of the Materia Medica 


"I to er very Brink of f the Graves . 


„dere is no Bows to be found of ſufficient 
Efficacy for re. Cure of 7 no Re- 
3 of the Apothecary's File that 
8 5 1 Ned for A Fever the 
Mind. The DoeQor declir'd;- that the 
Cauſe of her 'Diltetnper was paſt his 
Penetfation, and therefore not in his 
Power to give her any Relief and in- 
_ "deed nothing that he did for her had wh. 
good Effect; her Diſteniper daily 'm-J 
Creas'd, ſo that, in fine, the abe 
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lolo, Bs! — 48 OY Was, yer, 
_ thou tit not prudéntf d give Room 
for fry of amour, at a Young ; 
of Moliffa's. Merit bad perith'd by” 
"Hs 3 and there ore Lonſolking 
randnioth her; A hat Was . 
dene on BY Fog, it Was 
Al between He. lat, in order 
_ to, remoye. Mzlithe e Tllnels, hich” 97 

knew. proceede; 4 i rom no "other Cau 
"Hub ih Violence of her. Paſſion for him, + 
ſhould. pr F Fd, "4 neten Returh I 
Fx 4 595 Th 12 promiſe her Mar- 5 | 
3 10 e 0 : Produce. the ie” | 
defired. E Fee by 5 reſtori her Health, * 
9 n, he mould 103 as more . 


attet, but uſe, her PR M his 


15 ference. -. 2 AT 1 10 ö 294 4 
Aan 43 ke 3h MONTE | 


VICE, Clodig takes 5 1 5 
LE addreſſing A 75 e 


28 bete 7 oF rid hey d "it rides me > | 


to the Sout to ou i is declining: * 
Canditiqn.”, " Fat is. the? Ned of this. 5 | 


continua De of * or Healch 2, Tf. I. 3 
am not dedeit your Dilorder lies mots. % 
in. the Mind than in, the Body. Tell 2 
me What it is that alflicks you; ;-and # 1 


| . it be 1 in my Power to remove it, alſüre 


el chat nothing ſhall be want ing 4 


f | 028 * | 2 1 
Part to reſtore Health to your Body; 


[| my! 41 : 
; | * Kin d. Peace 20 gd. Tranquility, toy nA 10 | þ 
Alas! Cie duberd AJ 1 = 7 
11 not worth your. Care; Death W. n rtly d 
80 me in his cold Emmbraces, an ths! 4 { 
Grave will hide this p r Marrer d Cars t 

i | cafs from your offen 600K Ves. Fam 55 Y 
unſenſible how trou blelome my & Co \Þ 

| pany has been to you for .fome, T 15 Y 
but have a little Pititice”? Ad. 1. Mie. t 

l 15 Wreteh as T am, ſhall more v 
| Fd the ſerefie al. of Your Ne 6 ? 
n more ſhall my Fo "Un [ 

{ 

8 

It 

n 

A t 

110 enked 7 YG * 

e anke en G fü 

£ PEE, took; her in his Arms, em- E 
i! bracd.. her k iderly, kits g away. the fa 
Tears fro r Eyes, and. 1 8 
| Himſelt in the mol 0 L angiua age. 8˙ 45 

| of the” Lincereſt Lover. - Jo! 
i ga, faid he, pardon this” Gee Thigh. : * 


' | Fave 5 d 24 to malte 
N your Love. It N me rhe greateſt, 


_ * 8 
1 77 "» x "S: * 44 8 
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to oblervs fe Bloom of G9 Woutli 85 
fading; 1 and char Mirth and Chear ful! 

neſs'of you 2 Which ever gave 


ele to all about vou, clouded with- 
Melanche „and ſt une 2 an ſilent ant 
ſolitary gerve ble] But When I conſider d 
cha iche 8 Wolly im my Power te ftisfy 
= plaints 4and® fedreſs your. up- 


Wes, ref A" the Remedy, 
01 dod "tb apply, eo that coi- 
dell Stent, Wheh 1 Was perſuaclbd z 
would*thtc! 75 e ectually . the ur- 
ole.” TRA Monichs isthe prekunts and 
[ do hoſt-ſolernhily” ptome inte Pr 
ſence of thoſe Po Wes Wh mike Wen- 
geance öl thoſ& who! bf&Yuilty of Breule.-. 
Ver „ Ando ek, to that 
16 ever ifftznd! to perform, 
Ard no other Woman ſo long 
Ay Hig man be my lavdut 
hl ie Ten tayry: you as ſbon 
Jas the Eteumſtaldes of ay pfivates:Afs 
fairs Kim permir: Bue as you dre 10 
Stran © the Arguments which at 
preſent holes .e6fjegal Conjunction 


W ich 


I gut Halde, cho, it never ſhall me 


Joir Hearts, 15 ſhall 'only beg your Pas 
— Ae 'Phings have 4 more nnen | 
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Tos — tear: Glade, aid the, what, you- 
lave;now; declar d has given me the ga- 
on which I have long -wanted.. 


ou, that 1 love) ou, 


14 can now tell 
than ever Woman low d; 
ho il he bu 8 of 
N. wal < phone 


that. 


* which you. 1 me langui 
Which would, in 4 very u Uime, 
have ſent me NR Gamer But your: 
Amy drooping Sp 
ang ng: wou den Hes 
and given new; = ch a8 od Ve ta. 2 


Words have ſoof 
droppd Balm 


ed. 


poor Miſerable! Being, 
and worn out * 
anxious Days. 


re you 


ET 


by all the 1 


your Honour, * | 
Faith, 405 A Geatlerhan, that you do 


PIE) tho 
- 
N 1 $f s 


1 5 A weak | 


an rene 1 : 


| deceive me. Tis true, 
Fra, er Saget 5 ag 
too readily. co 


= made with ſuch Solemaity; 


inne! 


2 


= Fa 
8 4 
- s * 
> £2 
! + 4 5 2 
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Bst Word An 'Oiths which you nee Z 
now ſo ſolemnly made, if made only 
with a View to impoſe upon my Cre- 
"dulity,: that the Event may be more 
Gllectrous than you at preſerit imagine, 
both to you and me. But I eannor,*I 
will not ſuppoſe you capable of ſuch a 
baſe,” ungenerous Procedure, but in- 
dulge myſelf in the pleaſing Thoughts 
of being, one Day, the ſole Poſſeſſor 

N. your Perſon, as you declare 1 am of 

your Heart. 

Clodio again took her in his Arms, 
it: renewed his Vows ' of everlaſting 
Fidelity; which produc'd the Effect he 
intended, namely, of recovering Melia 
from that deep Melancholy to which the 


. | had, for ſome Time, entirely reſigu d 
1 8 - berlelf. That diimal Gloom which ſo 
long had ſat heavy on her deſponding 
ö Soul, was diſſi pated in a Moment; 


Mirth and Chearfuſnels again took P6ſ- | 
ſeſſion of her Tongue and Vitage; the 
roſy Bloom of 'Youth- ſoon reſum d its 
The rone in her lovely Aſpect; and active 
Health re- invigorated her beauteous 

Frame throughout ; the Graces ſat 
laughing in her Checks, and the Loves 
5 Rr Eyes; and all were pleasd yet 
1 e ee to ſee this Ws, 1 
3 15 woes 


Rs 463 90 
a ble Iteration in e 10 Sass of 
} | Health. 1¹ DEI \ $6110) Qt. 
+ Clodio, haying, chus; happily lected 
-the; of his Couſin, 0. VA l re- 
ſolvd within himſelf ; EY his 
i *Engagements/to, her, | took Horſe, and 
went to. London. The Summer being 
A on far ande and the Winter approach- 
ing, the Leaf falling apace, and the 
0 . Vetdure - of the Earth * „ to a ruſſet- : 
- + brown, and conſequently the Pleaſures L 
of the Seaſon pretty well oyer; Melia 
-prevail'd on her Father, to permit her 
once more to go to Landon, where; 
duting the Winter, ſhe; might perfect 
herſelf in Daneing, which the pretended 
| he had not. Time to do when ſhe. was 
_ thereibefore, and to divert herſelf with 
1 the Variety of Company and Amuſe- 
ments of the, Toyn, ef which, me 
| : Country was: dufte deſtitute. „This Was 
ver Pretence, cho. Love) was the real = 
Notiye of her Requeſt... Her Father, 
ing 40, gratify;, her) Jnclingtions in 
every Thing, for he lov d her te 
-xeadily-granted er; Deſire. - Acc rdingly 
eee to Longan and lodg d at her 
Kanne as the had-dene before. |, 
- 1 Cloajn, who knew nothing of- her Ar- 
wal, agcdeptaly «bog there; 2281 „ 
pris d . 


— 


5 „ 
. pri to. * his Coufin Meliſſa, who, 
imagin'd, was ſafe enough at Sidbury. 
But, far from being pleas d at the En- 
counter, he ſoon gave her to underſtand, 
by his ſcornful Look, what kind of En⸗ 
tertainment ſhe was to expect from hint. 
125 had ſcarce; Civility enough to ob- 
erve common Decency, or to pay her 
the Complements uſual at the Meeting 
cf Friends. Meliſſa was deeply affectec 
With this ſurly Behaviour, and as ſues 
lov d him to Diſtraction, the greater was. o 
her Vexarion at being treated with ſuch. 
all Manners and inhuman Uſage. Me- 
liſa being exceſſively ſhock d at Clodis's: 
uncourtly. Demeanor, began to conſider, 
whether ſhe had not by ſome fooliſh: 
Action or Error in her Conduct, unwit- 
| 15 incurr'd his Diſpleaſure. But on 
the 
tion and Paſſage of her Life, finding no 
Manner of . to charge herſelf with 
Mlisbehaviour, ſhe again conſider d what. 
might be the real Grounds of this his 
pPerfidious Dealing with her! But ſhe 
Was not long at a Loſs for the true 
Qauſe. She recollected the deſperate 
„Condition ſhe was in at Siabury, when 
2 2 Body deſpa rd of her Life; that. 


. 9 


ricteſt Examination of every Ac 


Nos, E cad 


; | 0 | 5 n | : 
=. - (14.0 
f Clodia 70 Faowing that c true Cauſe 8 
ber IIlheſs was an Exceſs of Love for 
him, had given her thoſe Aſſuruntes of 
a reelprocal Paffion ' on his Part, and 
WE mide rhoſe ſolemn Proteſtations of his 
Wd Reſolution to marry her, only with 4 
vie to recover her from that bad State 
of Health which fe had fooliſhly te- 
ducd herſelf to; which being by this 
Means reſtor d, his Purpoſe was an- 
© ſwerd; and he gave hinelf no farther 
' Trouble about. Her. Being now con- 
Vic d, char this, and no other, was the 
1 real Grourids of his contemptuous Car- 
nage towards her, her Thoughts were 
ſo diftracted, and her Soul was fo vio- 
WE 8 lent]y agitated with the different Paſſions 
of (Meg Anger and Deſpair, that had 


tions againſt tlie perſidious Villain, the 
Author of her Misfortunes, ſhe muſt 


- faid the, in the Agony of her Grief, 
x What Horrible Crime have I committ 
dd deſerve ſo ſevere a Puniſſiment : Why. - 
am T ured with the Plagne of Love, 
= for a Man who has nor” Generoſity 
. enough, £0 uſe me with common mn 
1 8 Lilie 


e not given them a Vent in Exelama- 


ineyitably have funk" under the Wei ghet 5 
- of her Oppreſſion. . Goοα Hera 


” % 


'< 113 
vility 2 A Wretch: who knows no Hops 
ke but in heaping up Riches! Who 
no Paſſion — "nay with his 
Avarice! Who can be raviſh d with no 
. of which his Intereſt is not the 


"arms, becauſe it is not of a golden 


opes of Sand, when Mammon requires 
him to break them. What a Wretch is 
this to be made the Object of Love! 
What a rech am I to place my Affęę- 
upon him Surely ſome Tygreſs 

5 eth Mother, whoſe pan Milk has. 
diffus d ſuch a Brutifhneks. thro! thy Na- 
ture, that thou wanteſt. only the Figur 
to er Fon thee of that 'barbarous. 
Animals. Ah! miſerable met- 
2 am doom'd to love a Man. hom I 


know to be a Villain; one who has already 1 


given me the moſt ſhocking Inſtances. 
of. his Perſidy. Have I. Reno to ee 


better Treatment at his Hands: No; 


his Heart is impenetrable as an Adamant. 
The fait Paſſion of Love, which is felt 


. every living Kind of the Creation, 


can make no Impreſſion upon him. Ah 


"why Ke as I. born. Will: thoſe e, in 
1 EA N 28 1 I 


& oÞ 
3 
p 


1 
- . 


principal Ingredient |. Beauty has no 4 


Hue. Oaths and 1 tho made with .' | 
"oe greateſt Solemnity, are no more than 


— 


: *. > ft : 
* 
1 


my Nature, thoſe 2 4 Es diche which . 5 


have made me the moſt wretched of my 


Sex? Hard is my Fate! Deftin'd to be 


in Love with my Ruin, and voluntarily 


to embrace De ruction !* For I find, F 


feel it is impoſſible for me to ſtifle my 
' Paſſion, or cure my Tenderneſs for this 


MN onſter of Barbariry ; and I muſt love i 


him, tho he ſpurn me from him as he 


would a Toad that offends his Sight. 
Pride, the uſual Refuge of my Sex on 


ſuch Occaſions, yields me no Relief; 
For, ſpite of my ſtrongeſt Reſolutions, 


I perceive Tam, and thall be his wretched, XZ 


. miſerable Captive. 


Thus was poor Meliffe diſitated with I 


| whe. Tempeſt 'that raged in her Breaſt. 
Sometimes ſhe reſolvd never to fee him 
| more, and begun to pack up her Cloaths' 


0 go into the Country, and there to 

hide herſelf for ever from his Sight 5 = 
nat 

Mind; other Thoughts ſoon took Poſe t 

ſeffion of her, and ſome Glimmerings of. 

| Hope determind her to try other Me- 

; thods to bring over to her Lure this 

| haughty Seorner; this ungenerdus De- 


e long the did not continue in 


ſpiſer of her proffer d Lobe.“ At length 
| the reſolves to expoſlulats the Matter 
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with kit, and to know, N Alis 5 | 


foray the worſt of her Deſtiny, Ac- 
cord ingly the took the firſt Opportunity 


of ſeeing him at his'own Lodging, and 


w_ deſired ſome private Converſtion 


um, ſhe ſpoke to him in the fol- 
bi ng Terms. Clodio, ſaid ſhe, your : 


bruti unmanly Behaviour to me, has 


almoſt broke my Heart; nor can I any 


longer bear your Scorn, without de- 


manding your Reaſon for this cruel, un- 


deſerved Uſage. You are but too well 


acqu aint with the Folble of my Soul, 


and that makes you triumph in my. 
Miſery, but mean and ungenerous 1s 
that Triumph, which has no other Ob- 


ject for its nſult but a Woman's Weak=. 


neſs. But od need nat ſeek far for. the 


Cauſe of your Unkindneſs; I am but. ä 


too ſenſib e, that the Oaths and ſolemn 
Promiſes ' you made to marry me, were. 


only Sugar-plums to pleaſe me, when 
vou apprehended my Life was in Danger. 8 
But, wou'd to God 1 had then died; for 5 


[= T ſhould not have felt the p ercing 
rows, and the pungent Anguiſh o 


IKeart Which your . cruel, Ulage 15 


Ibreught. upon me; nor would you have 
the us Crime of * to an- 
tht ts er 


* , 
. 

* 1 
& + 


laſt Time that 1 will trouble y 


kiage, and your ſolem and Oaths 
to perform that Contract, and will im- 


Which 


* 


5 „„ 
wer for. However, ſince I pereeive is 
your zd Reſolution ro reak cho 
lemm Engagements, this ſhall be the 
Fe een e en 
oy Frailties. Nay. more; to eaſe your 


- 


e eee of that Laad_of Guile, wth 
he attrocious Sin of - Ferjury, | 
May, one Time or. other, burden It, I 


will give you back your Promiſe of Mar- 
lemn Vows and Oaths 


 mediately ſer out for Lincols; Where I 


and all Task in Return, is only that as 
Will treat me with common Civility, 
Vile my Occaſions oblige me to ſtay in 


Town. 


unhappily plac'd her Affections on one 


_ Tight in imputing the Reaſon of his en- 
Beins by Promiſe to marry her, to the. 


verily believ'd he ſhould never have 


will bury myſelf from your Sight, and 
never, it poſſible, think of you more; 


* 


Clodio, in Reply, told her, that he 


— 


was very ſorry for her Sake, that ſhe had, 


who Was fo ill able to make her f fait» 
able Return; that ſhe had judg d very. 


lire. he had of reſtoring, her decay'd 
Health ; that he was obligd to her for: 
giving him back his Promiſe, which he 


1 


£2 — > 
5% 2 we * > J J 
N * + 7 UPS: je by 
F 8 — : . N X * 2 * wp 1 # 
” 10 — © : — » 4 G 
: " 6 2 1 3 p Rb 5 1 
5 e —4 1 


2 ( / RE EO INN 


Cog 3.” wt 
br 18 too obvious and well known, 


for Tg, as well on Account of her per- 
ſonal Merit, as the Relation and Near-' 


aſſurd her that his future Behayiour 
ſhould. be ſueh as ſhe ſhould have no 


tiring to Lincoln, and there patiently. 
could at preſent apprehend. 
her Reſentment as well as ſhe could; 


| ha 


Leave, and went back to her Aunt's, 


O10 0. x by Roti. il Ko = HIT Gt 


to divert or, allay other Ailments; 
Bis is an III that eats like a Gan- 


by 


Melia, tho' the was but little ſatis- 
fied wit Clodios Anſwer, yet ſmother d 


and Hon after ſet out in the Stage-Coach 1 
for Lincoln. But Love, when it has. 

4 once taken Poſſeſſion of the Heart, is 
not eaſily diſpoſſeſs d. Good Company, 
nga Variety of Amuſements, may - 


„andi IS ſeldom or ever curd, but - 


to her to be repeated; that notwithse _ 
ſanding, he ſhould till have an Efteem = 


neſs of Blood that was betwixt them; 


Reafon to find Fault with; begg'd her 
to compoſe her troubled Mind; and, 
laſtly, commended her Reſolution of re-. 


— 5 the Event of Things, which might ' 
yy turn out more in her Fayour, _ 
than e 


and without prefling him for any farther: 
Explanation of his Mind, took her 


_— 


„ 409 | 6 
by Death, or the Fruition of the Object 


- defird. Thus, tho' Meliſſa was got 


aàmongſt her Friends and Relations, and 
Enjoyed all the Pleaſures rhe Country 


could afford, yet her Paſſion for Clodro 


abated not, but was rather increaſed by 
Diſtance and Abſence. Company was 


B e . ei 0 * : 
rather a Trouble than a Relief to her 
_ Mind; and the Diverſions of the Coun- 
try ſhe partook of indeed, in Com- 


plaiſance to her. Friends, but never en- 


joy d with the leaſt Degree of Pleaſure. 
When others were fleeping in their 
Beds, and every Creature gone to Reſt, 
many. a ſolitary. Walk did ſhe rake in the 
neiglibouring Groves, ruminating on 
the Ingratitude of Man, and the Un- 
towardneſs of her Fate, aud with a2 


kind of penſiye Pleaſure heard, the Love- 
labour'd Song of the warbling Nightin- 
gal, whoſe Notes ſeem d to, echo the 
Language of her Heart. But this ra- 


42 


her ſerv'd to ſooth than extinguiſh the 

Flame that rag d in her Love- ſick Soul; 
and after ſhe had tired herſelf with-pour-. 

ing out her unavailing Complaints to the 


* 


Trees, to the Moon the ſilent 


breezing Winds that hover d e 1 
cf her Sighs and Sotrows, and. to the 
| . . „ | 8 3 2 | OE 2 be : M - S.lyer® 
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. 
Silver Same chat gently murmur d 
along the Side of the Groye, ſhe turn d 
her unwilling Steps towards her Chanis 
ber; but in vin ſhe beſought the God of 
Number to cloſe her Eyes to Reſt; the 
Bed was no Place of Repoſe for "hers 
and when her Sp its, over-preſs'd with. 
the Troubles of her labouring Mind, 
were huſh d to Sleep, et ſtill the Fancy 
was. awake, and frightful Dreams di- 
ſturb d her diſcompoſed Soul. Sleeping, 
her Fancy preſented Clodia to her Eyes, 
who with fierce Look, bid her renounce 
all Claims fo 
her an Example of his Vengeance. 
ak d with the horrid Viſion, ſtill the 
wght him preſent,” and ſtill with lours 
ing Looks to "threaten her Deſtruction. - 


Ama ze and Terror ſeiz d her frighten d 
Soul, and cold deadly Drops of Sweat 


diſtill'd from every Pore of her fais 
lovely Limbs. Night after Night thus 
arals'd, thus K 'd, and Light and 
Day all chearleſs to her- Eyes, even Life 
itſelf, became a Burden inſupportable, 
and Death deſired as the eitel Bicſhog . 


Heav' n could ſend her. 


But Strength and Nature Could not 


dans * this -— ol Grief and 5 : 


2 


him, or ſoon he'd make 


* 


* 


8 1 1 

9 

Trouble; a grievous Fever © ſeiz'd her, 
aun according to the Judgment of her 
Friends, as well as Phyſicians, the woud || 
ſoon be free d from all the Torments 
bo of Mind and- Body. » Her Fever 
 bafiight on a Delirium, and the Fancy 
ſtill Working on the Object which had 
cauſed all her Trouble, mov d fer Tongue 
to utter ſueh Things as plainly diſcoverd 
the Origin of Her preſent IIIneſs. Nor 
Vare nor Skill was wanting to remove 
the Diſtemper; and being aſſiſted by her 
Youth; and the Strength of Nature, 
was lat length pretty well, tho not per- 
fectly accompliſh d. For the Violence of 
the Diſeaſe had brought her fo very low, 
that it was a long Time before ſhe re- 
cover'd Strength enough to walk; fo 
that it was thought adviſeable, for the 
perfecting her Health, to try a Change 
of Air. Her Aunt-' Artofſa, having 
heard of her dangerous Sickneſs, and 
underſtanding the was on the Recovery, 
invited her to come to Siabury. Meli//a 
accepted- the Invitation,” and' the more 
willingly,” as ſhe ſhould again have a 
Sight of her dear perfidious Clod7o, For, 
tho ſhe had already ſuffer d ſo much on 
his Account, yet, fo incomprehenſible 
f . WE IS are 
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0 
are the Ways of Love, ſhe was ſtilt dos 
2 of another Interview, tho' ſhe 


Was morally aſſur d ſhe ſhould fing he 


Alteration in his Sentiments with reſpect 
to her. Vet often pondering; upon the 
laſt Words he ſpoke when they parted 

in London, that « She ſhould patiently 
„ wait the Event. of. Things, whict 
60 might poſſibly turn out more. in her 
6 Frome than ſhe a pprehended, ſho at 


len gth work d herſelf into 4 Belief, that 


— was ſtill a Bleſſing in Store for her; 
and that there was even a Poſſibility 
that ſhe ſhould, ſome. Time or other, 
be happy in her Clodios Love; and as a 


drowning Man will catch at the ſmalleſt 4 
Twigg to ſave himſelf, ſo Melia buoyd 


up. her Spirits with this very :weak 


Ground af Hape, conceivd fram this 


doubtful Expreſſion, even againſt Hope 
itſelf, and the ſtrongeſt Arguments to drſ- 

ſuage her from believing that! ſhe ſhould 
ever have the leaſt Share in his Aﬀec- 
tions; for he had only thrown in this 


Word ol uncertain Comfort to ſweeren 


the Bitter convey d in the former Part 
ef his Diſcourſe, which might have 


| { ven her. to the laſt Hei 8 


"x had not been LW at Sidbury 47 
3 before 


| befote. Clad, cle imapin d. ſhe! wal. 
ſtill at Zoneomn, came there likewiſe, on 
a Viſit to his Grandmother Hytoſſa, to 
whom he frequently: paid his Reſpects, 
as he expected a conſiderable: Nadiclon 8 
his Fortune upon hier Demiſe. r 
Was ſurpriz d to ſee Meliſſa. tliere, be- 
havd to her With his uſual Indifference 
for ſome. Time, und- privately expoſtu- 
lated with his Grandmother, why ſhe, 
knowing Melif's, Frailty und Pont 
Fondneis for mim, which had want 
produc'd ſuch bad Effects, would pive 
kreſh Oceaſion for” the Revival of a dif- 
aſtrous Paſſion, Which Abtence and 
8 Length of Time "might have totally ex- 
tinguiſhd. Arnſſa anſwerd, that ic 
Wuas in pure Pity and Compaffon to her 
Coauſin's low and weak Condition to 
uhich Sickneſs had reduce d her, that ſnie 
bad invited her to'Sidbury, as believing 
that the Chan . Air might — 
much to the Reſtoration 8 her Health; 
Which ſhe having mow pretty well re- 
covered, and already ſuffered" fo" mach | 
for her Folly, Meath untoubtedlybs | 
very. cautious for the future how ſhe 
again brought herſelf under ſuch terrible 
"ns; 2d 5 a e he ome | 
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behave to her in what Mſdbner! he pleas = 
Wirhout . any” bad Con- 

A | „adio, however, was of 2 

5 | different Opinion, being fully perſuaded 

thay Love can never be cured by Re- 
Pulle, but rather that Ropulſes, too often 

| repeated, may turn it to a confirmd þ 

EBatred, which often ends in ſome hor- 

- Tible Stroke of Revenge; and therefore 

reſolves to alter his Conduct, and be- 

bavè to Melia in another Manner than 
he had hitherto done. It was not long 
before he perceivd that: her Paſſion for 
kim was as ſtrong as ever; for when⸗ 
ever his Buſimeſs call'd him to go tochis 
Seat at Pinkney,” or elſewhere, he never 

left her but in an exceeding good State 4 

of Health, yet on his Return he W A 

ure to find er in declining Condition, 

but quickly recover dat Sight of him. 

1 die reveeing in his Mind this un- 

8 - hap ppy Foible of his Couſin Meliſſa, and 

| thatif he did not content her in me 

_ Shape or other; the Conſequence might 

Be fatal, either tq her him, or botii; 
uu att determin'd to treat her with Gen- 
tleneſs and Complaceney, and to hu- 

mour her in her ./“ Way. 1 


ber Jokes an * of w—_— £0... 
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ber in this 8 | Abele ſaicl heß 
hy doſt thou thus torment: and afflice 
+ - thyſelf for one who has made thee ſo ill 
Returns for all thy kind Regards to him? 
The Conſtancy of thy Love, maugre 
the ungenerous Treatment thou haſt 


met with, as much ſurpaſſes my P raiſe, 


as it does my Ability to deſerve it. 
Thy Merits may juſtly entitle thee to a 
much better Fortune and more Hap- 
pineſs than it is in my Poier to beſtow, 
| Town myſelf a Bankrupt in Love, and 
not able to pay the tenth Part! of that 
Debt, which Honour and thy virtuous, 
tho much abus d Affection, requires of 
me. Hitherto thou haſt met with nos 
thing but Affronts and Repulſes, in res 
turn for the moſt paſſionate and tender 
Sentiments in my Favour; for which 1 
may be juſtly deem d the moſt ungrateful 
Monſter that breathes upon the Earth. 
However, I do dot deſpair of vetrieving 
yours, as well as the — Opinion of 
Mankind: But as you are no Stranger 
to the Rubs and Difficulties that obſtrucg 
the full Conſummation of our mutual _ 
= Wiſhes, prithee-prcpoſe ſome Method ta 
= enable me to gratity thy 3 withy |: 
4 aut kuftiog my own Intereſt. 
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Ay, there, fays Melia, there's th 
Rock on which all my Happineſs has 
and muſt be wreck d. Xou could lovs Þ} 
me dearly, it ſeems, if T had but more | 
Money. O the Curſe of Wealth'! that 

_ everlaſting Bane to the Joys of Love!? 
Why did Nature give me this Softneſs, 
this Tenderneſs of Soul, and Fortune 

deny me the Ability to command my 
Choice? You ask me to propoſe a Me- 

thod of reconciling Love and Fortune. 
That is not in my Power; I wiſh it was; 
for you ſhould ſoon ſee, if the Balance 
of Riches was on my Side, that not 
Meanneſs of Circumſtances, nor Poverty 
itſelf, ſhould hinder me from marrying; 
the Man I love. Nay, I ſhould glory 

in the Opportunity of making him 
happy in my Wealth, whom I thought 

Worthy of a Place in my Heart. You - 
Allow that my Conſtancy, as well as my 
 Sufferings deſerve ſome Regard; but be 
aſſured, that nothing can ſatisfy Love, 
but the Fruition of the Object below d. 

F that is denied, in vain do we wrack 
Invention for other Expedients. If E 
am never to poſſeſs your Perſon, fruitleſs 
_ and inſignificant are all your other 

hemes; the Grave only {hall be my 


2 . 2 1 N , 
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0480 5 
Refuge which will hide me for ever 
fom the Face of ungrateful, perjur d 
5 and the Curſe of lighted Love, - 
Having ſaid this, the. burſt . into a: 
| Flood of Tears, bewailing her uohappy 3 
wayward Fate, which had doom d her : 
to more Miſery than any of her Sex had 
ever felt. Clodio pitying, or at leaſt 
counterfeiting, 2 great Concern for the 
Diſtreſs and Anguyh, of her Soul, took; 
her in his Arms, kif'd and embrac d her, To 
profeſting ſhe ſhould do with him as ſhe 
— — that ſhe: ſhould never have; 
| Reaſon. to complain of his Uſage more; 
-defir'd only her Patience for a while, 
till Time and Opportunity ſhould fur- 
niſh him with Means to compleat their. 
Happineſs in the free and run aha 
ment of each other. EE, 
4 Love. is apt to be oyer- credulous, and 0 
doo 2 tocbelieve what it wiſhes to be 
Flelifſa not doubting his ary , 
—— clear d up her clouded Brow, ant 
ſuffer d herſelf to be ance more deceiv d 2 
by his, fallacious Promiſes. The. Melan- 
choly, which always ſeiz d. upon her. 
Spirits during his Abſence; gave 
to her jocund and chearful Humour, and 
_ wn * as eee » 
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no he FR aft 80 Miles oft as he 
Was when hewas always in her Sight. | Eh 
Nine Times the Sun han run his an- 
tual Col e, ſince firſt Meliſſa had fixd 
her Love on Clodio; neither did Time, 
g le Repulſes, Cruelty, Sickneſs, 


or Difa — 5 one Jot abate the 
Ardor of her Paſſion. Vain and fruitleſs 
was the'Courtſhip of ſeveral young Gen- 
tlemen 'of Birth and Fortune, who woud 
have "thought themſelves happy in the 
Poſſeſſion of à Lady of ſuch rare Merit 
and ſo many good Qualities; nor Perſon 
nor Fortune cotild tempt her to withdraw 
her Affections from Clodio, tho ſhe had 
ſo little Grounds to hope, that he would 
ever make her his Wife. 
At à Place called Coton, not many 
Miles from Siabury, liv'd a young Gen- 
fleman, whom we ſhall call Amintor ; 
who, tho not very agrecable in his Per- 
ſon, yet was of an N aß 
|: d of a 
(cighbs rhoo 
timate *with Artoſſa any "her Family, 
jel conſequently” with Cladio. This 
cquaintance. was cultivated by 4 feci- 


Si FGarreondence for a conſiderable. 
* Viſts were paid and Feceiv d, 
goes | by 15 and 


Kanal Ea. N 
to Sidbury, he was ins _— | 


1 
and Clodio and. Amintob were. graen 5 
Companions in Bi unting N 
Country Diverfio1 Vos By this, Mears 
Fmintor had frequent Opportunities of 
| Rei and convething with Meliſa; and 
5 {6 taken wirh her mild and gentle 
15 5 the Wiegaley of her Wir, the 
Agrecdb Wleneſs of lier Converſation, her 
modeſt Behaviour, and a thouſand other 
good Qualities with W hieh ſhe was ac- 
om pliſh d; that, notwithſtanding the 
Tnequality of her Fortune, he thought 
Warte ve, OO Nod: in t 2 
Or that CON MAKE him ſo happy as 
Al. Alter ine C cee i 
Hinztelf, he reſolves to make ls Ad- 
dreffts' to her in the Way of Courtſhip. 
According gy he — san Opportunity 8 
oßen to Fr the Purpoſe of his Heart, 
ank to folhelt ber Love upon honourable, 
Terms. The Reecption be met with, 
Was unexpectediy cold, and her Be- 
8 Hav iour anufually thy and ręſerv d. On 
| ti ch he applies 10 Arteſſa, who, bet 
 inagind, might have qver-aw'd Meliſſa 
ES & Tafuſe any. Offer till it firſt Had er 
| Appfobation. But finding 71 2 likes 
Vite zwerle to the Propol 0 K. 
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tome nu ptlal N betulxt ue, 
and Moliſſa. He was confirm d in 5 
Suſpicion” when, afterwards, he obfer 
ſome gane, chat paſsd Sah, 
them. Ty, perſyaded 1 15 this 
was the *© e, he L 55 oyer it farther 
Thoughts of Courtthip, and Toes ad her, 
in his Mind, entirely, to Cale; et re- 
tand the ſame Relpect for her he had 
before: e as we Boar have fre uent 


155 28 was abſent at 1 fs 
he was no ſooner return d, than tins 
ac, uainted him with the whole Affair, 


afid every Circumſtance, that had pass d 5 


on the Occaſion; - Clodio emed per- 


been made her, and advis'd her by all 
Means to accept of it; as it was the 
faireſt Opportunity ſhe could ever ex- 


pect of making herſelf happy for Life: 


for Amintor s Eſtate was ver) large, and, 
there was no Doubt but he would make 
a handſome Settlement upon her. But 


1 * 9 * was far from” 


fectly fatisfied with cke Offer that. had wn 


* 


(5») 
bel reliſh 4 by Melia, who. could 
r the Thoughts of ſuch. an ab- 
Glute Separation, tron Clogdio, as this 
would A kim ip 1010 and therefore 


entreated him, if he had: any Regard for 

her Re pole, the Pe: ce and Quiet .of her 
Mind, the Health, of. her Body, that 

he would not pteſs ler to a Thing fo 
repugnant to her Toclination, and, de- 
ſtruckive ol her Happinels: that it was 
impoſſible for her to transfer her Loye 

Þ * him, who ha long been the only 

of it; and for 12 Sake ſhe 

| ara 10 much, 24 another, who 

3 ee? Nothing to recommend: him to her 
Choice, bur the Largeneſs of his For- 
tune, Which was not a ſufficient Equi- 
vualent for the Imperfections ſhe could 
aeaſily diſcern in his Perſon. Alas! added 
| the, what have 1 done, that you ſhould 
=. again throw me from Your Arms? Call. 
my Conduct to the ſtricteſt Account, 
and tell me wherein I. am blameable, une 
leſs it be in loving you too much. That 
indeed Is A Fault, and. yet I myſt own. 
myſelf 2 moſt incorrigible Sinner, for 

T can never repent of it. Why will. 
you thus ſpurn me from ou " Why 
muſt F. alu . meet \y Fo this cruel. 


* Treatment 
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| Treatment 2 Tf you are really wearied 


with this troubleſome Paſſion of mine, 
there is an eaſy Way to put an End to it 
at once. Drau / your Agen and pierce 


this wretched Heart, Th I will, freely for- 


give you; nay more; I will give it you; 


under wy, Hand, that you did it at my 


own moſt earneſt Requeſt. This I had 
rather ſuffer a thouſand, Times, over, if 


it were poſlibſe, than be. Frerlaſtingly 4 
treated with Scorn and Contempt. 


This Storm Was followed, by a Shower: 


& Tears, Which, like Bren of Pearl, ; 
 rowl'd down hier loyely Cheeks; and. 


Sighs, uncalld, | deep-letch'd, ..cnough: 
to We Heels s Heart, broke 


from her troubled Breaſt. Cladio beheld, 


her wretched, Plight, and ſecretly de- 


 thisd her female Weakneſs; but as he 
de 


new. Corrofives would ae and 


irritate her Paſſion, he ſought to calm 


her Mind with Words af Gier and 


Pity. My dear Mæliſſa, ſaid he, why 


will you thus afflict and. torment your- 
ſelf with Surmiſes that have no Foun- 


dation but in your own Fancy? In pro- 
_ poſing Amintor to your Choice, I only. 

._  tryd the Firmneſs of your Attachment. | 
NG and- ing I find your Faith in- 


violable 


6 5 
open upon my Glen He 
miſe, that I ſhall always make To 
Hep pinels the Care and, Study of 
Therefore 1 our Mind'r 


„ * * 1 


r O 


Oden 4 l 115 . place 17 m 
Heart fo 1 5 yau and I "ay 


F ſhalt live. 


Melia w 10 nd on re | 
ulu 129 lnelß. But t 


| eme on : 
S this Dilemma, that 
le muſt etc; maß Mie, and there 
fruſtrate all his 133 of ad 
aneing his Fortune by Mattiage; ot 
| by maleing his Addreſſes to a Lady's 3:3 5 
| Opulence, 'ab andon poor Mel 28 =. 
| ſpait and Death, * No middle Way coulk 
be perceivẽ; he muſt either bree thro* 
al his Vous and Promiſes to Her, of” 
| thoſe he made. to his Grandmother 8 
Aﬀeſſa, never to make her his Wife; 
either entirely to quit thoſe ambitious 
| Views which his Avarice had pointed® 
| our, Kaner himfelf to the Limits of 
3 buen parernal Tnheritarice, e o 
1 mour che Fondieſs of 7 Wer 5 
5 cn 
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Some Time he continued irreſolute and 


undetermin d what Courſe to take. Tis 
Me. nf he was but a young Man, bh, 


tine in his Principles, and had 


| cern d expyg with, the. f female Sex 
—_ that, generally ſpeaking, their 
ruling, Paſſion, ; is. the gratitying of their 


; atural Lochnarinn for. 1 88 ring. got 
£ to this a 
Gar A e er Abe coul not cure his 


ind with the JO us Lugredient of 
dae Well, \ ut luppoſe ſhe 
ould conſent to an Offer of chis Kind 


pregnant, what win become 
ef us then? I ſhall bring the Clamour 


3 ag N perhaps * her Brothers 


Relations upon me, and no nd 
1 5c the Cenſure of my WY 
hurt my Ahlen 5 and 


in che World, ſo mean 


5 my Oe . the whole Sex. 'Tis . 
ue, 1uc 


of my Friends as think rightly 


25 reckon it no more than an Act 
ntry, and impute it to the Ree. 


= "of. Youth and Vi gour, which 
vil not en the Curb at Reaſon and 


n Prudential 


ing, he f cons. 4 


ve-ſick, Net 1500 Preſeription not 


oe arc Nom it, which I, wou rg. dr 4 


— 
- eee LR —————— 
— — — — P 
„ — 


eu wy be the, Conſequence 2: If ihe | 


bh % 
hk, 2 a 34 
* vi = * 
r ws > * * 
2 
— 2 on < 9 
— Pm ay, ” 
n __ >= 


a 
A 


„ 
4 


— 


« c 56 J ; 9 9 7 
betcha: Foreſight. As to the 'Clas / 
mour that will be raisd againſt me -Y | 
the moral Part of Man a, that w oy 
be fo well. counter-ballanc y the ge- 
neral Laugh of the 1000 11228 5 | 
Vicious of borh.Sexes, ws far outs 
number the Honeſt and Virtuous, that 
T have but little to apprehend” from that 
* Well, be it xe it will, , i 0 
the Experiment, an ive myſel 
Nouble Meer che Iſſue. oder bo 3 
Soon after this Clodio eech bis. 
Grandmather Artaſſa to go with him to 
| his Seat at Pinkney, and Meliſſa to bear 
her Company. To Pinkney they all 
come, where Clodis deſign'd” to N. in 
practice the Scheme he had before con- 
certed. Meliſſa s Health was much im- 
pair d by the frequent Returns of Illneſs, 
occaſion d by his moroſe and ſurly Be- 
haviour; from which ſhe was as often 
recover'd. by a few Words of Comfort 
from him. Glodio had carried it with 
great Indifference for ſome Time, which 
made her excceding melancholy and 
W low-ſpirited. To give her ſome - Relief, 
Artoſſa took her out with her for an 
Airing in the Cogeh. On their Return, 
1 aer them * the Gate, and * 


. 


(#7). | 
"OY were walking 5 age the Houle tie 
bre Meli er and ready to 
fall, catch d her in is Ke ms, and carried 
Ne up Stairs to her Charaber; where 
5 being, ene with her, he kiſsd and em- 
| brac'd her with much Tenderneis. M 
Dear, aid he, I am greatly concern 
& your frequent Indiſpoſitions. Vet, if 
you Ww be fuld by me, you ſhall ſoon 
be eur d of all your Ailments, Let ma 
lay with » on but one Night, and if op 
5 ad Morning you ſhall ticlite that 
are Hot else A wilt my Meth of 5 
Practiee, never try me again; but I am 
40 well e aſſured of Hucceld and that your 


_ "aconſtant State of Health will be ſa 
much mended by it, that you will hayvs | 


Y 4 5 


the higheſt Opinion both of the Operas, 
"Te and the Operator. 

222 was ſo ſurpriz'd at this ſudden 
aud unexpected Declaration of Clodze, 
that ſhe knew not, for ſome Time, What 
to ſay; or in hat Manner to ſhape her 
Anſwer. Clodis, interpreting this Silence I 
for her Conſent, immediately prepard 

to come to Bed to her; but 4 char In- 
ſtant à Servant came up to tell him, that 
ſome Gentlemen who were juſt came in, 


s his ane 1 3 was 


ſoon 


< Sy . -* 

oon follow id by, another; at laſt lits 
| "Grandmother. came up on tlie fame Er- 
rand, ſo. that he was bored to Tu his 
Pur poſe at that Time. 1 2 
When the Company was gone, Clodis 
began to reflect ſerioully upon what had 
pas d betwixt Meliſa and him; and the 
more he thought of it, the leſs he ap- 
proved « of what he had done; and there- 
tore as ſoon as he was up the next 
Morning, he took Horſe, and rode to a 
Relation of his who liy d at ſome Miles 
SE [Diſtance from Pinkney ; where he ſtaid 
| ill the Sunday. following, and then re- 
turn d home, and it being cuſtomary 
with bin oo poſt and, ſettle is Books on 
| that Day, he no ſooner arriv d than he 
"fat down, and was very buſy- at it, when 
Mel, n, hearing where lie was, came 
into the Room, and plac d herſelf in a 
Chair by him. He took no Notice of 
her-; Which ſo - provok d her, that ſho. 
ſlarted up, flung out of the Room, and 
ſo up Stairs to Her Chamber; where ſhe 
aid but a few Minutes, and then came 
5 down 28 and cominginto the Compt- 
10. -houle,. ſeated herſelf as before; ſtii 
Clodio kept his Eyes on his Books, as if 
*. minded. elle, yet oblerv'd- all _ 
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her Motions; and was tefolv'd chat! 
would not be the firſt to break Silent 75 
but ſee the Effects of her preſent Hu- 
mour. Meliſſa, however; could hold 
out no longer, but burſt into ſuch paſ- 
ſionate Expreſſions , as theſe. What 2 
ſtrange unaccountable Girl am II What 
little Regard 0 Fro to my "Reputation 
What Willche World chin of me! "Nay; 
what can you, Clodio, judge of me, bar? 
as @ thoughtleſs, "Ally, 0 Ward Wench, 
fond of the Men, z {We i without" 
that Decency and Decorum 0 laudable? 
and becoming in our Sex? Tam aſham'd* 
of my Folly, yet know not how tb/ 
make an Apology for it. Cyodio' would: 
hear no more, but ſtarting from his 
Desk, ſtopp'd her Mouth With Kiſſez 
and told her he believ d the was the moſt 
virtuous' Girl in the World, and never” 
did, nor would{entertain an ill Thought, 
of her; that her Conduct was in every 
Reſpect irreproachable, and that” he: | 
thought himlelf 11 5 pieſt Man livin 
in being the Object of her kind Re: 
gard. The Coach that Inſtant 1 
at the Gate, being juſt then come from 
Church, put an End to his Nhapfody, 
r, it 2 e he had given her ſome* 

2 5 * «2 ſubſtantial, | 


% 


Affection for her v 


5 to, him-more at 
Ki i 
= oy 2 


j 1 by Tag ab 8 only 
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ſubſtantial: 4 of what Stam 


his happen d in the! 1 of the 
, d. the Means of 
= « wal Os, . 


is a fair dun ae 


done.  Gloduo, © 1a 
| how me 
ö Ea e 2 5 
m E me ppy 
I Nill. 1 under t | 
rs to. — my Subs; 
An the yexatious and. 
ge = tat have borge at yous; 
6: B think vu, yet ſu 1 
© am I ſtil diet to be ih. 
lamay, to r n.. 
7 aro the Dir 4 
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| xector of my 
are purely in the Power of your Tongue. 
Delay no longer to pronounee my Doom. 


Vou ſee how much my Health is im- 


pair d by the frequent Return af my Diſ⸗ 
orders, nor are you ignorant of the 
Cauſe that brings them on me. O do 
not .prolohg my Miſery, ner make me 
ſuffer a Death a thouſand: Times before 


his fatal final Dart ſhall end this brittle 
Frame at once. Often have you ſaid 


you lov'd me dearly; I moſt earneſtly, 
2 _ one Inſtance — ir; — 
me ſincerely, equivocate no longer, 

in plain Terms declare what is your) 
real Deſign. You know too well houe 


much Fam in your Power; but it is un- 
nerous, and unworthy a Man of 


dur, to treat even his Slave with 


reckon d eruel, and a Mark of a ſavage 
Diſpoſition, to torture an Animal that 


offends you not. Am I then baſer than 
4 Slave, or of leſs Value than a Brute, 
that you thus dally with my Miſery v 2 
Have ſo much Pity on me, as to put an 
End to this wretched Being at once, or 
raiſe me to Life, and give me a Hap»: | 


pineſ worth living to enjoy. Hes 
W 


— 
* 
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Fate, -My Life and Det. 


Inhumanity, only becauſe he can. "Tis 


| 


1 
9 


Sighs and Tears interru . her Words, 
and/ſhe could proceed no fartler + 
Clodio was not a little affected with 


EL this pathetick 1 which drew 


from him this Anſwer. My Angel, my 
better Genius; thou charming lovely 
Fair, {aid he, I confeſs my — 1 1 960 
IL am to blame, and that thy Conſtaney 
has merited much better Uſage from me. 

I am not inſenſible of thy Sufferings, 
nor of the Cauſe from whenee they pro- 
cetdad; and I doubt not, but if you 
Will hearken to the Propoſal Which Þ 
have now to make, but all your Dif-. 
orders, as well of your Mind as Body, 
will be ſoon temoy , and you as happy 
as yourſelf can Win. I really am, and 


gugln to be aſham'd, that any worldly | 


- Conſideration, ſhould prevent me from 
eompleating the nuptial Tie with a Lady 
— Merit might entitle her to łhe. 


1 | greateſt-Fortune, and whoſe Fidelity to 


has been unparalell d. But ſuch is 


ny wayward Fate, that the Ambition ofs 


Friends and Relations will not ſuffer” 


your 2 


* 


. Sn 


me to marry beneath myſelf, as they! 
S fooliſhly term it; and if 1 do not take! 
their Approbation: in the Choice of a 


e 1 m Goat all my Expectations | | | 
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| 
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conveniencies that will attend the For- 8 ii 
mality of a publick Marriage. Permit 


Tait 


x, {ace * Love, my Von, and my 8 il 


5 bye 
2 x * f 5 


from their Favour. 2 a only; | 1 
you are ſenſible, has been the Neaſon ll 
why 1 have ſo long ſuſpended the Com- 
ron of our mutual Deſires. But 1 

now thought of a. Way to anſwer *> 
both our Intentions, without the In- 


97 
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me the Enjoyment of your Perſon, and ©; 
here ſolemnly proteſt and ſwear by and 
before him who revenges the Wrongs of 
the Injurid, and may his Thunders blaſt 
my perjur d Soul, whenever I forſwear> 
myſelf, that if your Pregnancy. ſhould 
be the Conſequence of my Embraces, LY 
will then marry you in the moſt ſolem 
and publick Manner that you yourſe 
ſhall direct or deſire. But if it ſhoul 
prove otherwiſe, and we enjoy the 
Sweets of Love without its bitter Frui 
this only Favour will I ask, that you 
will not, by any Means, obſtruct "the 
Advancement of my Fortune by marry- 
ing ſome other Lady of Wealth and =Y | 
Opulence. If you'll comply with this; 0 
Propoſal, I here promiſe you on my i 8 
N 


h and Honour, that mers ſuch 
en Event ſhall happen eu ſtill ſhall 


Fortune 


6.449 
ends: ill: ſhall enjoy the Rights 
* WI 1 W PR and ceremo- 
 mious Cuſtom give tlic Title to an- 
15 Teber. 2914] 
And ſu, aid Meliga, Lani to be your 
| Qancubins, or ſecondary Wife, and 
gp hare you in Partnerſiip with another, 
This was 2 Practice which I think Moſes 
Ss "* aflow'd the Fews; and I have read 
F - fomewhere: that the Turks and Chineſe 
ture a Gufiom not much unlike it: But 
I teur it ili agrees with the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of our on Country, or the 
Rules and Ordinances of our Church; 
but I am not Caſuiſt enough to deter- 
mine whether it be conſiſtent, or not, 
wich the Laus of Nature and of God, 
© which I take to be the fame. Now, if 
I mould err in this dubious Point (as a 
_ fly: weak Woman may caſily do) I hope 
it will be imputed to the Exceſs of Love, 
Which ſo blinded my Reafon, that 1 
- could not make the proper Diſtinctions 
- Þerwixt Truth and Error. But ſhould I 
comply with your Propoſal, which in- 
" weed I find 3 too ſtrong an Tnclination 
to do, and Lhould put my Reputation 
| (holly in yourIPower, perhaps you wil 
enen a Bauble not en - 


j 
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ug, and make; ir the ſanding, Jeſbof | 
your Converſation. ; This and atSafand =_ 
other Difficulties: L ought to raiſe, and ! 


inſiſt on being remoy d, before I give m 


Conſent to your Propoſal. But inſtead 
of requiring ſuch an Ecclaireiſſement as 
this, as à Preliminary to my ſigning tune 
Ae I find I have got a Traitor in 
the Garriſon, Who will treacherouſly der 
liver up the Fort without ſuffering ml | 
to capitulate. But ſince I yield myſelF”*. 
up to your! Conquelt, uſe your Vidory 
with Diſeretion. Vou have yourſelf 

pos d the Terms of our Agreement; 

which, tho' my Reaſon may not approve, 

yet my Love accepts, and will religi- 

_ ouſly perform; and I expect as exact 

and punctual an Obſervance on your 
Part. This Clodio again promis d he 
Would do, imprecating the worſt of 
Curſes on himſelf, it ere he deviated a 
"ou ittle from the Terms which he himſelf 

d offer d, and ſhe fo: gpncroully con- 
mene to accept. 

Affairs being 9 raded and. adjuſted 
own thine Clodios Purpoſe right- 
ly underſtood, the next Subject of their 
Conſultation was, how to conceal their 
future alen from the Eye and Suſ- 
Ty No. * 3 . 
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picioh of Aruba ; for ſhould ſhe catch 
— in their ſecret and ſtolen Pleaſures; 
ſuch a Clamour would be rais d againſt 
them both, as might prove fatal to their 
propos d Felicity. This to prevent, it 
behov d them tò act with all imaginable 
Circumſpect ion. Clodio obſerv d, that as 
the. 22 had conſtantly a Bedfellow, 
and feldom out of Artaſas Company all 
Pay, it would be difficult to accompliſt 
their Purpoſe unobſerv d. But Love, 
ever fruittul it Iavention, inſpir d Me- 
Lia with this Expedient. You know, 
ſaid the, that Artaſſa every Night re- 
tires to her Cloſet, where ſhe ſpends an 
Hour at her Devotions. This Hour we 
cam employ with all imaginable Secrecy 
in the full Fruition of our mutual Plea- 
tires. At the End of the long Gallery, 
vou may remember there is a little Room 
ſeldom or cver frequented but when a 
Stranger viſits us; and no body having 
any Buſineſs there, we ſhall never be in- | 
terrupted by any of the. Family. I ap- 
plaud your Thought, ſays Clodio, and 
Five 'To-morrow Evening, man be the 
Hour of our Meeting. Ee 
During this Interval, great was the 
ay gale in LA s Breaf vey de- 
£6 4 Ss. 
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| king virtue and vigorous Iaęlination, 
the Laws of Honour, and the Com- 
mands of Love. Fain would the have 
reconciłd the mighty - Variance. Her, 
own Sentiments indeed, declar'd in her 
Favour, and even Conſcience itſelf was 
ſilent; but then the Opinion of the 
World, and loud-mouth'd Fame opposd 
her ſtrongly. For ſhe was ſen ſible, "hay 
if it was ance known, or even ſuſpected 
that ſhe had ſubmitted to the Solici- 


tations of her Lover, yet ſo ill-natur$ _ 


is the ill-judging World, that. no Apo- 

logy, no Excuſe could be made, to at- 
tone for the Frailties of Nature, and t he 
Force of Love, but Obloquy's, foul Hirt 


muſt ever ſtain; her Character. | Theſe 


uneaſy Reflections ſtagger d hex Reſolu- 
tion, and kept her in Yuſpenge, till the 
very Moment of the Appointment. 

_ +Clodio, however, was not the leaſt 
embarraſs'd with any ſuch Scruples ; but 
at the Hour, of Five, having firſt ſeen 
Arteſſa "retire to her Cloſer, h went 
directly to. the little Room with eager 
Expectation to, find Maliſſa there ready 
to receive him, and to return him Love 


for Love; but he was not a, little difs. 


_— at the Fruſtration of his prof 
12 iet 


* 
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nis d Hopes, nor could gueſs the Reaſon 
oſ this ſudden” Alteration of her Mind. 
Leaving the Place, he went directly to 
the Parlour, where he found” her ſitting 
ey thoughttul, and ask d her why 
e had not perform d her Promiſe, and 
kept the Appointment ſhe had "made 
him at chart Hour? She fairly anſwer 
"ſhe was afraid of the Conſe ences, an 
begg d he'd give her a little Time to con- 
| fider of it. He reply d, Take your own 
Time, and fo immediately wirkgrew: $1 
Nothing ver material paſsd botwixt 
them for a'confiderable Fime afterwards. 
Melia however; was very uncely in her 
Mind, from an App ion, chat the 
had too much difoblig'd her Lover in re- 
fuſing him a Meeting in the little Root 
according 1 to Aprecinene, In order there- 
fore to give hèrſelf ſome Relief, and to 
Clodio from entire falling off 
from her, ſhe bethought herſelf f this 
dene Ir was 'Clodjv's Cuſtom ta 
come home pretty exactly at a certain 
Hour every Evening. At ſuch Times 
He took it in her Head to walk in the 
Piazza facing the Bowlifig (1 till 
the du, hm ebmipg, Lug ches von 
F they walk d, toy e ae 
1 together N 


un Mu; 
togetheg till Bed-timiey; anobſetu'd. by 
any Body; This Practice they continued 
for about a Month, amuſing theiniſelves 
with amorous Chit - chat, e with 
Kiſſes, and pleaſant Tales of Love, till 


the Change of Weather, and the Ap- 


r their Evening Converſations.» ++! 
About the fame Time [Mela had the 


F melancholy. News: brought her of the 


Death of her Father, Which ſo nearly 


affectecl her, that it threw- her into an- 
other Fit of: Ilines, of Which however 


ſhe was ſo generous as entirely to acquit 


Elodio! of being the Cauſe. Indeed, this 
was the only Illneſs that ſhe did not im- 


pute to his Brutality and ill Uſage of her 


Clodio, in this Sickneis, behav'd to het 
great Tenderneſs and Humanity 


. with 


proach of Winter obligd em to break 


which, with the Aſſiſtance of the Phñ¹y- 


fician, pretty well reſtor d her to her 


former Health! But ſhe was hardly re- 

cover d, before! an unlucky Accitlent 
threw Hep ding ts worſe Condition than 
ſhe was before. Clodia was intimate 


- with a certain Nobleman/whom ie ſhall 


call Lord Dorio. His Lordſhip happen d 


to be in Company with a young Lady 


2 waren Endowments both ot 4 
| an 


1 


and Body, and poſſeſs d of a large Fore 
tune. This Lady his Lordſhip thought 
would be an exceeding good Match for 
his Friend Cladio, and accordingly ad- 
vertis d him of it by Letter, expatiating 
largely in her Praiſe, and requeſting his 
Anſwer. Clodio, on the Receipt of thig 
Letter, conſider d what he had beſt to do. 
He remember'd his Engagements with 
Meliſſa, and thought this was a propen 
Occaſion to prove the Strength of her 
Love, and try whether ſhe was able to 
perform her Promiſe, of ſharing his Per- 
ſon in Partnerſhip. with another Woman. 
Having debated the Matter with him- 
ſelf, he: reſolves: to ſhew: her the Letter; 
which he accordingly did, without Pre- 
face or Apology,” or any Comment upon 
| at, and ſilently waited her Anfwer. But 
What Tongue can expreſs, what Pen de- 
| ſcribe the Perturbation which the Read- 
ing of this Letter threw her into? Her 
Soul became "inſtantly like a troubled 
Sea, impetuouſſy driven to and tro, by 
the Violence of a furious Storm. Agi 
dated by a Multitude of contending Paſ- 
ſions; her Reaſon no longer kept the 
Helm, and every gentle Euere rs i: 
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banifh'd from her Mind. She rav d, ſhe 
tore her Hair, and gave up every Senſe 
to the Miſ- rule of Paſſion. Clodio ſaid 
all he could to pacify and calm her Seul. 


But her Reſentment was then too ſtrong 


to ſuffer any Abatement; which had 
ſuch an & on the Weakneſs of her 


Body, not perfectly recover'd from her 
late illneſs, that it threw her into a 
violent Fever, which producd a De- 


lirium, accompanied with terrible Con- 
vulſions. Again ſhe was confin d to her 


Bed, a piteous Spectacle to all her 


Friends, who were ready to do every 
Thing in their Power for her Relief. Bur 
vain were all their Endeavours to aſſiſt 


her; none but Clodio had the falutary 
dleill to give her Eaſe; For even in her 


moſt raving Fits, when Senſe and Reaſon, 


feem'd quite abſorb'd and loſt in hen 


1 


Diſeaſe, yet no ſooner did ſhe! hear the: 
Voice of Clodio ſpeaking to her, but her 


troubled diſcompoſed Soul was in a Mo- 


ment calm'd, and every Senſe reſum d 
its proper Office. His Preſence brought 


her Eaſe and Peace of Mind; which he 
ſcarce ever had when he was abſent. 
Whenever therefore her convulliye Fits 
Wurm d, - Clodio was ſent for, for h: 
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albric, as all her Friends dbfervid; adele 
niſter d Relief In this deplorabie Com 
dition long ſhe lay, and ſixteen Niglits 
and Days ſhe paſs d without one Wink 
of Sleep, or any; Intervals of Eaſe, 2 
uch as — Words and 3 1 
gave her. erceiving the | 
Nals his mt Irma. produc? Rogers 3 
once more to conſummate; their Bliſs in 
the Enjoyment of her Perſon, as the beſt 


And only Means to perfect her Recovery. 


Meliſſa, notwithſtanding her paſhoyate 
Fondneſs for him, had ſtill me Pru- 
dence left, and Therefore return'd him 
Anſwer, That poſſibly | What he pro- 
pos d might be of Service to-regain her 
ro Health ; ; yet that if ſhe agreed to it, the 
eaſily foreſaw, the ſhould put herſelf- ſo 
abſolutely in his Power, that upon any 
Turn of his fickle Humour, or the Pro- 
ſpect of increaſing his Fortune by @ 
more advantageous Match, ſhe ſhould be 
left to the Regret of her own egregious 
Folly in giving up her Honour without 

inſülting on a Compenſation, or ſo much 
as capitulating for a future Subſiſtence, 
when it was more than probable, that ſhe 
ſhould be then abandon'd: by all her 
Friends, and perhaps expos d to CIT, 
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of the n f Lite and her Chil- 


en, H ſhe ſhould be fo unfortunate as to 
2 any, be fore d to wander thro the 
la, and live on common Charity. 

„ Eda 10, added ſhe, Love, ſtron 
| powerful tho' it be, has not de Pri i 
g e of my Reaſon ; yet willig 
ed, obliges me to make you 


WW; 


18 be rati 
this opofal; and it you accept the 


erin,” wil be wholly yours. Ther. 
thus it is, That if our Embraces ſhouſe 
produce 4 Child or Children, you ſhall 
agree, by ſigning a proper Inſtrument, 
to ſettle on me and them the Sidbury 
Eſtate; rhat then you ſhall have my free 
Confent to marry another Woman ; that 
I ſhall live with you, and enjoy alter- 
nately with her the common Rights of 
Marriage; ; and whenever ſhe dies, that 
ou ſhall make me your lawful Wike. 
heſe are the Conditions which common 
Prudence ſuggeſts, and which if you 
agree to, will reſign me to your Pleafure. 
alider and weigh them well, and re- 
turn me your poſitive Anſwer. Leave 
me now, and III endeavour to compoſe 
3h if to Sleep. 
50 withdrew and went to his own 


- Beg it being pretty late at Night, } Much 
1 be 


He 


i 44 4 


eee in a leſs 1 — Way 
Some Days in 100 12 0 0 
obſerving” Clodios Silence on the Subject 
of their laſt Confarence, and doubtful of 
the Iſſue, ſets her Wits to work in con- 
triving other Means to accompliſh her 
_Purpole. The Room ſhe lay in was fo 
n to Artoſſas Chamber, that it 
- was next to impoſſible for Clodio, 1n the 
"Ni ight, to come to her's, without di- 
Ns his Grandmother. To prevent 
this Incoavenience, ſhe propos d to 
change her Chamber with a Lady who 
lay in one at à greater Diſtance ; pre- 
tending that the Windows were more 
open to the Air of the Gardens and the 
Fields, and therefore wou'd better ſuit 
her weakly: Conſtitution tlian her own. 
The Lady readily agreed to Melis 


Requeſt, + and the OE Was made. 
POOR edle 
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Cubodio was not long in gueſſing at her 
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kitherto cbltrucked the Com pletion 
his Wiſhes. At the Hour of "Eleven, 
then, when univerſal Silence 1 d 


throughout the Ho Nerd bs 448-4 
hout iis 


Gown about him, 6 but 


8 


Breeches, ſoftly he spproactva her D 
hich. gently capping, vich 15 Fink 
ſhe inſtantly open d 


clos d and lock d wh n Thee a. br 9 0 | 


aid the, 1 am feaſible how much 1 ex⸗ 
poſe Wotlk to your Cenſure, and my 
Honour to be facrific'c d by y ie 
Tongues, ſhou'd this our private Mid- 
oe f Merting be known to the ill-na- 
ne World. But the unſufferable Anxi- 


eties which perpetually diſtract . my. Soul 


oblige me to this Act of Raſhneſß, ed 
my better Judgment condemns. 


private Meeting therefore I contriv'd, 
that we may, Without 217 ruption, 


freely debate the Affair of Loe and 
Honour. Have you conſider” fel the 1555 
of my laſt Propoſal? Will you 

with them, or mult 1 1 Rag gui oe 
everlaſting; Doubt? Yds, 0 knew 


full well the Conſe Gente a 2 47 7 = i 
nfwer * 


nial, gave her an 
derneis and Loveg aſſur d het 8 7 


e 25 the Com paſs of his Wiley, 
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ſhould ever bt wanting to compleat her 
Happineſs; as te the | Terms, Which {bg 
had propos d, he agreed to ęvery 8 


tick of them, and would, prion WI 
the: mot! religious | Exactneß, of w hi 
the ſhou'd” ſoon be conyinc d. y his ſign⸗ 
luch an Inſtrument as he required, 
Aich be would with all convenient 
Speed ĩnſtruct luis Lawyers to dra up in 
Ks rs Terms! and that Fn 4 nee 
All her Sctuples| were remoy d, he hop! 
ſhe wou d be her own Enemy .no-longen, 
but admit hin to her Bed, Which was 
bays Beet J ch recover er 
& Was, Or. AC 
121 ſeem'd ſatisfied; Wwitk the pou at 
His Reaſuns, and che Solemnit of his 
Proteſtatinns, Which cho made 5 A the 
better to impoſe on her Cxędulity, the 1 
without raiſing any more Objections, 
-with: too much Facility; reſign d hexſelt 
to tis Embraces. "That. Nicks. he took 
PoſkflionotherRerfon, rigged her Charms, 
und revell d in all the Joys; ef Love... 
Love has itt bitter Pagan us Wel as 


test; Melia had already drank 88. 


fully: of the firſt, but had, as it were, 
Wr 4 Taſſe of the alt; and Fr 
thigh * leich a bitter Reliſh behing 
8 | it, 


. 
it, that tlie Pleaſure ſhe had felt; was 
overbalknc'd by the fad Reflections with 


'hich her Conſcience now was charg'd. 
Her Folly and her Sin, ſtript of their 
falſe Ornaments, appear in their moſt 
ugly Shapes, and terrify her Soul. Tis 
true, Repentance might attone, in ſome 
Meaſure, for her Guilt, but-could never 
repair the Breach which had been made 
in her Honour. The only: Method the 
could at preſent think of, as fafeſt to be 
followed, was, to forbear a/ Repetition 
of the Act that thus had wrought ſuch 
Trouble in her Conſcience. Accordingly 
The deſir d Clodio to forbear: his = 
Viſits for the preſent. 
She then began to lady how tü cure 
the Wound her Virtue had: receiv d; for 
ſtill ſhe felt it wrankle in her Hear, 
and Health driven farther off than ever 
One only Way ſhe thought of, and! in- 
ſtantly reſolves to put in Practice. Next 
Sunday in the Afternoon, when all the 
Family were at Church, or elſe here di- 
ſpers d, Clodio at her Defire bore her 
Company. She then entreated him, if 
he had any Regard for her Health or 
Peace of Mind, that he would eaſe her 


of chat Load of Guilt and Torment, 
| Fe: 1 0 
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which! har late too eaſy Reſignation of 
herſelf had brought upon her. Tis true, 
ſaid ſhe, e have plighted to each other 
our mutual Vows of Love and eternal 
Fidelity, which, on my Part, ſhall be 


moſt” ſacredly obſerv d: But yet the 


Law e and Canons of the Church, which 


to be ſure demand a dus Obſervance, 
require a more explicit Performance of 
[the . conjugal Solemnity. Indulge then 
my Frailty, and read over with me, in 
as ſolemn a Manner, as tho we were in 
the Preſence of a numerous Congregation, 

the Ceremony of Marriage, as we, find 


it in the holy Book of Common Prayer. 


This only can relieve the Diſtreſſes of 


my Soul; with which my Indiſcretion 
has overwhelm'd it. Clodio, at firſt, a 


lirtle heſitated ; but preſently recollecting 
that the Legality of this ceremonious 


Act might eaſily be controverted, none 


1 preſent, but themſelves, to witneſs 
chat ever ſuch a Thing was done, he 

eed to tie the nuptial Knot in the 
1505 Manner the propos d. Which over, 


\ they proceeded to Conſummation, the 
e, Rite, that makes a Marriage 
valid f 


—_ iſa having thus pacified her Con- 
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ſeienoe, Coeli FA ER the. fee 
aid unte raih'Enjo! ent of her Perſon; 


Renk by this Means * mn 
th and Gatety.of Tendpery/! 


Some Time after this in the Spr 
the Year, Clodio- receivid va ee on 
4 Gentleman in Londeng aſſuring hind, 
„hat if he camè ts Town, he would put 
it in his Power to marry a Lady with a 
Fortune of 1000054. ' Godin was pleas'd 
K Wich the Propoſul; but lad: ſo much Re- 
gard to his Engagements with 1 
\Thar he thought it was wery- proper to 
atgunint her wich the Offer that was 
' "made; and to have her Opinion upon it. 
Accordingly he fhew d lier the Letter; 
but pereelving that ſhe :ivas not able to 
3 port the Fhoughts of it, to quiet her 
ind, Which he perceived ws prodigi- 
olſy ruffled, and to prevent the Had 
"Conſequences which his complying with 
lis ter might produce, he aſſux'd her 
that he wende accept ũt. And that 
"he might be perfectly fatisfied>of luis Sin- 
cerity, he advisd her to go to Landon, 
under Prerence ef viſiring her Brother 
hom + ſhe had net few ſince her Fa- 
ther's Death; and in a Fortnight after he 
* nd follow: For ſhould he e 
de 


ei) | 
refuſs to ſee the Lady, and pay no Rel 
rd to the Propoſal bf His Friend, he 
ould very or wy difoblige his Grand- 
; — who was acquainted with the 
Affair, and ſo hurt his own Intereſt. 

92 was ſatisfied with theſe Reaſons, 

and gontent to act under his Directions. 
Accordingly ſhe ſet out for London, 

where Clbdio alſo arriv d about the Time 
agreed upon, and ſoon afterwards waited 
on his Friend, who told him that he was 


miſinformd with regard to the Ladys 


Fortune, which was not quite ſo large as 
had beck reported; however he advis'd 
him to go ie ſee her. Clodio, upon 
hearitig His Friend ſay this, put himſelf 
into a great Paſſion; and faid he had 
us d Him very ill, in engaging him to 
undertake ſo long 4 Journey for ſo little 
Purpoſe,” and that he would neither ſee. 


the Lady; nor have any Thing to do 


with her. However, after 4 great deal 
of Perſuaſton, he was prevail'd upon to 
pay her a Viſit.” He found her, upon 


rial, a Perſon of excellent Senſe, read7 BK 
Wit, virtuous, handſome, and _ good= _- 1 
natur'd ; and indeed her Perſon as uo _ 


1 exceptionable, had her Fortune” been To 
| #00; and” in 2 this was the only 
IG; L , Handle 


"ay 
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Handle Clodia could lay hold of to ex- 
cuſe his farther Addreſſes to the Lady; 
In the, mean y hile he took Care to in- 
form Meliſſa with every Step he took; | 
and ſhe was exceedingly pleasd-with his 
Conduct, being firmly . perſuaded - ſhe 
0 now lecure him wire to her- 
* heir Boge being gong at London, 
they return d together to Pinkney; where 
they enjoy d their. amerous Halliances 
without Controul. One Night as the 
uere in Bed together, faſt lock d in each 
other's Arms, Clodio, ſaid ſhe, I fear I 
am with Child, the Thoughts of which 
have frighted me almoſt to Death. What 
mall 1 do, or how provide againſt ſo 
dreadtul an Event? May I deſtroy the 
Fruit juſt planted in the Womb, before 
it ripens to Maturity, and Life and Soul 
invigorate the little Maſs? Or ſhall I not 
offend. againſt the Almighty Hand who 
gives it Form, and ſhapes it to a Man, 
it I. prevent the Workmanſhip, and 
cruſh. the Embrio ere it takes in Life and 
Senſe? Reſolve theſe Doubts, theſe ſad 
Perplexities of Mind, that work me to 
Diſtraction. Clodio, not caring to gives 


2 direct Anfauer: or to enter into a true 
9 "9 


| c 0 $ 350 
State of the Queſtion, entertain'd- her 

with a long-unintelligiblsDifcoarſe to 
the Effect tollowing: That if ever the 
Opinion-of Mankind were unanimous ift 
any Thing, it was in this, that Man 
and Woman were entirely at their own 
Liberty whether they World propagate 
their Species or not, the? Moſes differs 
from this Sentiment, When he: commands 
the Iſraelites, as from God, that they 
thould increaſe and multiply, andto en- 
courage them, allow d of Polygamy and 
Divorces whenever tlie Man pleas d; 

that however the Chriſtian Syſtem dil 
allow d of both, and St. Paul preached 
a Doctrine which had abend Mul- 
titudes of both Sexes to be lock d up, 
and render d incapable of propagating; 

that the antient Greeks and Romans, and 
at preſent the Chineſe, tho by their; 
Laws they encourage Propagation, yet 
they give Parents fre e Liberty to 
diſpoſe of their Children in what Man- 
ner they pleas d; that in China it was ne 
more infamous for a poor Man to expoſe 
his Child and. leaye it to periſh in the 
Street or upon — {Ih hway, than for a 
Man in E to get drunk and 
bath tis Wife; t] : hs had heard it was 
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a common Practice among the India 
Women to make themſelves miſcarry : 
that howeyer the Chr 


iſtian Law, tho it 
FD in a great Meaſure; Hinder d the Propa- 
_ gation y@ ;politivgly forbid the Deftruce 
Of Hur Kinds end in F ance the Law: 
puniſnd thoſe Women wirh as much 
Severity. who cauſe themſelves to miſ- 
carry, A," they: bad committed actual | 
Murder, tho it was mot ſo in Aygland. 
This and agreatdeal more:to-the me 
Purpole, Clodis prœach d to her, Which 
the underſtood juſt as much as ik he had 
. 40. her one ef Vargil's Latin Ec- 
'  glogues.. She told him, — that 
dh ſhe could make neither Head nor 
3 Tail of what; he had ſaid, yet ſhe knew 
thus much, that it was a Woman's Duty: 
w. obey her Husband s that ſhe would be 
governd entirely) by his: Directions; 
which ſhe would: puncualiy>obletve any 
Time before the Child was quick; that; 
bbeing on the Morrow to accompany her 
Brother to the Bath, he. flionld come to 
her there at a certain Time; before which 
he ſuould be at a Certainty. Clodia 
went to the Bath at the Day ay 
when ſhe informed him, that? he was 
not With. Child; Mem he. was a 


IS (6851). 
is, took his Leave, and — home. 
- Some little Time after wards, Melis 
> left the Bath, and game back to Pinlney. 
Cladio, who, was always upon the Liſten 
after Heireſſes and young Ladies gf, large 
Fortunes, happen d to hear of ang whd 
livd at Bibury; This Lady, whom we 
ſhall call Leanara, was Heireſs, upon tha 
Death of her Mother Whois ſtill living, 
to an Eſtate in Lands, Money; Annuities; 
Kc. to the Amount of thirty thouſand 
Pounds ; 2 Temptation ſufficient to in- 
duce Clodia to make his Addreſſes to her: 
But unfottunately having no Manner of 
Acquaintance either with Lennora ur 
her Mother Sophia, he was ſome Time in 
debating with himſelf | in what Manner 
t proceeds! 110 
But before he len Sp in the 
Affair, he thought it was proper to ac- 
quaint Meliſſa with his Deſign. He 
id ſo, and / deſir d her Aſſiſtance in oo 
ing the Matter to bear- Meliſſa eoud 
not but be verd. to thiuk ſhe muſt be - 
made the Inſtrument of deſtroying her 
own Happineſs; but finding there was 
u Way to avoid it, but by quarrelling 
with Clodio, (which the had very-Zoodt 
2 to ba cautious of) ſhe only la- 
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mented the Narrowneſs of her Fortune; 
Which had depriv'd her of the Liberty 
of living according to her own Mindy 
that however he might diſpoſe of him- 
elf, ſhe was determin d never to give her 

Hand in Marriage to any Man living 
beſides; then put him in Mind of his 
former Promiſes, and ſubmitted herſelf. 
entirely to his'Difpofal : For ſhe was re- 
ſolv id never to put herſelf into:thoſe Ago- 

nies, which had always prov'd- fatal to 
ber Health. Cladio again promis d her 
chat ſhe ſhould ſhare in all his Fortunes 
and that ſince ſhe had fo readily! acqui- 
eſt d with his marrying! another Lady, 
be would increaſe her Income of one 
hundred Pounds a Vear, which was paid 
ber by her Brother for the Intereſt of her 

Fortune in his Hands, by ſettling one 
hundred Pounds a Vear more upon her. 
during her Life, if ſhe would contribute 
to bring about the Match propos d. His 
Scheme was this, that they both ſhould 
wait on Mrs. $S——, who, he knew 
was intimate with Sophia, the Mother 
of Leonora, the young Lady he had in 
his Eye: Accordingly they paid a Viſit 
to Mrs. S——, and Melia open d the 
Aflair, firſt in private between 2 

| | 7 oe; | oy E VSS 
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ſelyes, and then more at * in Pre- 
ſence of Clodio, who added his own Re- 
queſt for the Favour of her Interceſſion. 
Mrs. -S—— conſidering: it was a pretty 
equal Match, aſſur d him that the would 
uſe her Intereſt with the Lady; which 
ſhe did, but met with a flat Denial. 

Wl his Affair, however, was not ma- 
nag d ſo privately but in a ſhort Time ic 
became the common Subject of Con- 
verſation. About a Year eu 4 
Farmer, a Neighbour of Glodio's, came 
to him and told him, that he had heard 
of the Offer he had made of his Service, 
to Leonora, and of her Refuſal to ac- 
cept it; but that if he would be rul'd by 
him, he ſhould certainly obtain her. 
Clodio ask d him, which Way? He an- 
ſwerd, that if he would apply to 
Mr. Lex the Attorney, he would put 
him in a Method by which he would 
infalliby gain his Point. Clodio, upon 
this, took the Farmer with him, and 
rode over to Mr. Lex, who liv'd but a 
few Miles off. Clodis having open d 
to him the Nature of the -Buſineſs he. 
came upon, Mr. Lex gave iim the moſt 
Pane enen that if he would 5 0 
him felt 
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vided his Time betwixt Bibur and Pint 


ke entirety: under his 

he would pawn his Life, for it, hat 
Would pur Rim in Poſſeſſion of "Us Lady 
Leomora.” In order to which;-the firſt | 
Step to be taker was; that he muſt 
write tu d Letters, one for rhe Mother, 
and the otlier for the Daughter, which 
be muſt ſend by his Servant, together 
with a Preſent of a Hauneh' of Veniſon 


It is not neceſſary to repeat the Par- 


ticulars of Clodios Courdip. Let if 
_ fufftce to ſay in general, that bis re. 
turned an AnfwWer to his Letter witli 
Permiffion to pay her and her Daughter 
4 Viſit at Siabury, Where they lived; 
that aceordingly he went, carried with 
him an Inventory of his Eſtate, and 
gave it to Sophia; had ſomę Converſa: 
tion with Leonora ; found her very re- 
ſerved? did not much like her” Perſon, 
but for other more weighty Conſidera- 
tions was indueed to proceed in his 
_ Courtſhip ; 'obtain'd her's" and her Mo- 
.ther's Conſent; the Marriage Articles 
ere drawn and ſigned; and; Jaltly, the 

fluptial Ceremony performed, rade them 
Man and Wife. After Marriage he di- 


ey, that is, berwe een 2 the firſt and i | 


{$3 > 
Wife, who had both à pretty equal Share 
of his Favours. 

He had not been married manyMonths 

to his ſecond os before he diſcovered 
her Temper. to be very different from 
wat he at firſt apprehended. He found 
her proud and. ill-natured, and perpetu- 
ally. finding Occaſions to quarrel with 
him ; ever Tcolding at him for Trifles of 
no Conſequence, and never giving him 
a peaceable Minute whenever he was in 
her Company. But whether her Inci- 
vility to Rum proceeded from the natural 

Croſſneſs of her Temper, from Provoca- 

tions which his moroſe and ſurly Humours 
might give her, or from ſome private Hints 

The might have had, of the Intimacy be- 
tween, Meliſſa and him, is not certainly  _ 
known. In this manner they lived to- 

gether for about two Years, in Which 

Tape Leonbra had two Children by him. 
Clodio had now Leiſure enough to refleck 
on the Diſparity in the Tempers of the two 

Women he was engaged with. Melifſs | 
Vas paſſive under all the Afﬀronts and ill 
Treatment which ſhe had ſuffered \ mmm 
him; Leonora, far from enduring ä 
' Uſage, began it firſt; and from a bare 
e that he either had or "TP > 
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to w rong lier, SE: him with all the 
Plagues in the Power ofa female Tongue. 
Thus was he juſtly puniſhed for the un- 
grateful Returns which he. had all along 


made to Melia's, unſhaken F igelity and 


Tenderneßß. 1 40 
Ia the. mean Woehe Mali a 1 
char ſhe had invo herſe almoſt 


1 0 able Diffgulties. She faw how 
dlible it was for Clodio to be true to 
Fw . 0 juſt to Legnara; that he had not 

yet performed 0 romiſe'of ſettling up- 
n her the ary, Eſtate ; nor had done 
an L "i 25 79 ri of her future 


Subfiltence. in Cale of Accidents; but 


3, 928 . private Amour ſhould take 
nd, her R 1223 would be jrrepa- 
ply oft ; the Childrea which he 


- tad 4:4 Leouora would infallibly cut off 
all Hopes and Expectations which ſhe 


had congeiyed af any gregt Benefit from 
him even in Caſe of Leonoras Death, 
who was as likely to live as herſelf; and 


in fine, refleting on the Conduct of 
Clogro, and his Behaviour to her from 
the Beginning of their Intimacy to 


that Time, ſaw that ſhe had only been 
his Dupe, and that all his Vows and 
a Froteſtations of Begard for her, mas e 
5 ma e 


oy 
| CY 
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ER mem rl to quiet the Violence of her 

Paſſion, to prevail upon her to re- 

ſign harfelf to his Pleafure. Having 
ndered theſe Things in her Mind, ſhe 
gan to confidet' in what Manner ſlie 

ſhould diſengage herſelf from the Embar< 


raſlments_w 
for him had brought hier into. A thou- 


and Times did the repent of her aj | 


the Addreſſes of Amintor, and with 


from her Soul that the fate Op portuni- 
ty would offer ka bets 4 f it 


ſhould, how can again) 
is thoſe Vows 10 anort 5 19 1 
ave already ſo plighte ted to Clos? Am 
I not his Ws betone God, by the moſt. 
facred Ties which it is poſſi le for Re- 
ligion to bind me in? Tis true, no Wit- 
neſs can teftify the Solemnization of the 
nuptial Act; but the Teſtimony of Con- 


ſcience ĩs ſtronger than the Evidence of 


a thouſandWineſles, ar leaſt ro an honeſt 


Mind; neither can Tthink myſelf other 


than Clodio s lawful and eſpoùſed Wife, 


tho even he 2 refuſe to own me 
ſuch. But then has he not cancelled all 
the Obligations of our e by en- 


tering into the ſame with another Lady ? 
rw certain that t the Laws of England 


ich her unhappy Fondneſs 


ls 


| * 
do . * 2 a Man to Hape two Wives 
Suppoſe J ſhould conteſt my Right, as of 
prior Obligation, how ſhall T prove it 2 
That is impoffible, if he for{wears it, 
which he may do with as little Cere- 
mony as he has broke thro thoſe ſolemn 
Vous and Oaths which he Has ſo often; 
made of his inviolable Regard to my Ho- 
nour and Welfare. Why then ſhould ! 
flatter myſelf with Hopes that have fo 
ſandy a Foundation? T Peleelbe that for a 
long Time I have been building Caſtles 
in — Air, and ſcheming out Scenes of 
Happineſs Which have no Exiſtence but 
in my own ſickly Brain. Curs'd be the 
Remembrance o my Frailty that firſt 
admitted Love into my weak and fooliſh 
Heart! I have hugg d a Serpent in my 
Boſom that will King me to Death, 
Why was I born with all tlie Soſtneſs of 
my Sex, et made to bear Calamities 
above a Woman's Strength: Where is 
the Kat with, whom I might adviſe? 
To whom can I diſcloſe the ſecret Sor- 
rows of my Souk? No, no! So ſtrange, 
- monſtrous ſtrange is my unprecedent- 
ed Cafe, that it exceeds the Power of the 
moſt De Orator and the moſt pene- 


ttating Wit, to figd gut 59 or Mea 


" IG * 


do ſolve my Doubts, bow: ſet 1 my Soul at 
- Eagle. - | 


T hought to Thought, was loſt in the 
_ Glimpſe of Light that might direct her to 


to adviſe with Cladio; but he was fo en- 


Which her Conſcience forbid her to do, þ 
ſo long as ſhe apprehended herſelf bound 


ever ſhe thought it her beſt Way to keep 
upon good Terms with him, till the | 


- -viding for herſelf. Accordingly ſhe tells | 
him, that obſerving his Wife's unhappy 


: of Pleaſure, ſhe had ſome Thoughts of | 


Food tr her Sg in much more Felicity 


"OKs : 40 „ Sono 
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Thus poor Melia, e eng from 


mazy Labirigth, nor could ſhe ſee one 


the Path of Truth and Certainty. In 
this Diſtreſs, ſometimes ſhe had a Mind 


tirely-governed by intereſted Views, and 
had fo often deceived her on other Oc- 1 
caſions, that ſhe could place no Conſi- 
dence in his Counſels; the was likewiſe 
pretty well aſſured that his Advice 
would be the ſame as lately he had given 
her, that is, to marry ſome other Perſon, | | 


under a matrimonial Vow to him. Hows 


Mould be in à better Capacity of pro- 


— — — —- . — 
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_ Temper, which would not ſuffer any 
Body about her to live with any Degree WW 


I 


thang 1 


again to Siabury, Where ſhe could 


aA . 
than ſhe did hits Clodia 2pprov;d the 
Motion, and added, that he Loui cakes : 


| every Opportunity of being with = | 
| To Sbary therefore the went, and was 


ngined n oh Belen 75 3 
| Reception! which his Addreſſes formerly 
mer with from her, as hath been before 
3 2 But thut Obſtacle being now 
emo d, as he ſuppos d, his 1 for 
Meliſſa der d, and be mites to renew = 
his Courtfhip.. As fon. therefore as he. 
F heard ſhe was come to Stabury, he went 
| - viſit her, and invited her over to 
| Coton: to fee his Siſters, with whom the 
| hd been: furmerly very intioars. Tn | 
© Confequence of which a Correſ- 
voadence was clabliſk'd.. een cho 
two Families. 

Fo Aruntor was e WIE - 
$ timacy that had long ſubſiſted between 
cu and Aigen, bur was not 
3 intormit of the particular . 
i emen | 


2 
h * 7 


| (952 
| pagements they x were * to each other 
and therefore thought it prudent” to be 


fatisfied in that Point, before he re- 
„ hewd his Addreſſes in Ferm; and as he 
thought Nobody could give him the Sa- 


| | tisfaction he wanted better than her- 


* 


elf, he reſolves, if poſlible, to have it 
from her own Mouth. 


Not long after this, Nell falt il of | 
the Meaſles, and Amintor went to ſee 
her; and perceiving ſhe was on the Re- 
covery, told her he was exceedingly - 
glad to ſee her in ſo fair a Way of re- - 
gaining her Health; ſince Pls hop d he 
thould thereby have an = | 
Which he had * ad 8 "com | 
ing his Adppine& with her on the ue 
honourable Terms. Aelj/a fetching a a 
profound Sigh, made him an Anſwer to 
this Effect: Amintor, faid the, I am ex- 
tremely oblig d to you. for your kind 


| Regards for me, which neither Time, 


nor Abſence, nor the yncivil Returns 


which I made to your” former generous 
Offers, have in the leaſt abated. I wiſh 


1 had accepted them! But, alas! why 


do 1 wiſh Impoſſibifties neither then 
could, nor ever now can, make you a2 


baiteble 0 1 this undeſe ry'd wer? 
"0 
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neſs; ſo long as that Villain Clodis lives 


he has abus d me monſtrouſly; Shame 
and Confuſion oblige me to conceal the 
Particulars, which I am afraid will be 
known ſoon enough to my Sorrow). 
Look upon me as the moſt unhappy of 
my Sex, and leave me to the Malice 
of my Fortune, leaſt too near an Ap- 
proach ſhould draw you into the Eddy 


Amintor, imagining that the Injury 
ſhe complain d of, was, that common 


one, the Loſs of her Honour, too eaſily 
reſign'd on ſolemn Promiſes of Marriage 
afterwards, made her this Anſwer. 25 - 
tifſa, the Wiles. and Stratagems of Men 
are infinite when they intend: to ſap. a 


Woman's Virtue.” They vary themſelves 


in every Shape that may beſt diſguiſe 
their real Intentions; and always make 
their Attacks on that Side where they 
are [ſure to find the leaſt Oppoſition. 
When Nature and Importunity combine 
together, the moſt rigid Virtue will find 
enough to do to keep the Poſt of Ho- 
nour ſafe; and therefore I am never ſur- 


priz d when I hear of a Conqueſt, of 


this Sort made by a cunning artful Mag. 
If therefore Clodio has, by Subtilty and 


1 


WE To * 

Artifice, prevail d upon your good Na- 
ture to grant him Favours inconſiſtent 
with the ſtrict Rules of Honour, con- 
fider it as a Frailty which the ſevereſt of 1 
your Sex have been guilty of. I ſay not 
this to palliate the Offence of the Cri- | 
minal who has done you this Injury, but : 
to ſtir your Reſentment againſt a Man | 
who has ſo baſely robbd you of that in- 1 
valuable Jewel, your Honour, for which lj 
nothing in his Power now, can make 
you an adequate Recompence. How- 11 
ever you are not quite deſtitute of Means 

of 'procuritg Tome, tho not an equiva- 

Tent Satisfaction. You have not, I ima- 

pine, yet entirely broke with him, and 

is my Advice, that you do not; but on 

the contrary, keep up and cultivate a a 
good Correſpondence between you. Write 

to him in the warmeſt Terms that the 
ſincereſt Love can inſpire, or your Wit 

can dictate; and by the Anſwers which 

vou will receive, I don't in the leaſt 

doubt but you will be -furniſh'd with 

Means to fatiate your Revenge for the 
itteparable Wrongs he has done you. 
Melia thank d him for his Advice, and 

* 300 him ſhe mom punctually follow 

a-_ >: ' 1 5979 Fe 2 i 7 
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ON two. Months her, this, Ciao 
came to 1725 where he Was ſoon in- 
form d of Amiutors urtſhip, and of 
the great Intimacy between Meliſſa and 
his Family. Clodio, apprehending he 
Was on the Point of loſing his Miſtreſs, 
| d and ray d at a violent Rate; 
charg'd — with Ingratitude, and faid 
all the ſpiteful Things that his Rage 
Could dictate; ſwore Revenge againſt the 
| baſe Invader of his Property, and that 
he would demand Satisfaction of him the 
firſt Time he met him; and order'd Me- 
4% to go and forbid Amintor to proceed 
in his Courtſhip, for that ſhe was re- ;: 
Aoly'd not to marry him. Meeting af- Nl 
terwards with Aimar, he quarell'd with I] 
him, telling him, that as to Meliſſa, 5 
whom be was inform'd he courted for his 0 
Wife, ſhe had long been his Miſtreſs, . 
and had lain with her above an hundred 7 
Times. This Declaration, ſo much to - 
the Diſhonour of Mel://a, ſtung Amintor 
to the quick, and made him ſwear that M 
he ſhould make good his Words, or de- 0 
tend his villainous Aſperſions with the c 


| Point of his Sword. J 
'* This fad, they parted, and Clodioltes th 
turn d to > ordbury. by- hang as nage N 


0 4 | 
he had done enough to prejudice Amintor 
againſt Meliſſa, and by this Means 
ſhould break off the intended Match be- 
tween them. However, fearing leaſt his 
own clandeſtine Villanies ſfiould, ſome 
how or other, come to Light, he thought 
it his beſt Way to make his Peace with 
Meliſſa, and ſo prevent her from pub- 
liſhing the Wrongs and Injuries ſhe had 
ſuffer d from him, the Knowledge of 
which muſt redound to his eternal In- 
famy. As ſoon therefore as he got home, 


1 || be-finds her out, and actoſts her after 
- || this Manner. Meliſſa, faid he, I have 


„had fo many unqueſtionable Proofs of 
your Love and Conſtancy, that T am 
not a little ſurpriz'd you thonld' give any 
Encouragement to the Addreſſes of my 
ſyorn Enemy, the Scoundrel Amintor. . 
But I know you will retort upon me the 
Impoſſibility of ever being my lawful 
Wife ſo long as Leonora lives. But pray 

recollect the Solemnity of our private 
Marriage, which, in my Judgment, 
ſhould bind our Conſciences as much as 

* if the Ceremony had been perform'd in 

„che wog publick Manner; and that you 

Ire be bonvincd that I ſpeak the real 

0 timents of my Heart, I will, in a 

. Month's. 


W 
7 8 1 


. 
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Month's Time, in the moſt pablck 
Manner you ſhall defire, on you for 
my lawſul Wife, and ſend Leonora with 
her two Brats home to her Mother do- 
Phia. This 1 hope w Will make ſome 
Amends for the Injuries. Yhpeh,  other- 


9 you may juſtly corppl ein you have 
uffer'd from me. 


The Improbability that, 'Clodia Gn 
if he would, or would if he could, act 
agreeable to what he had now declar d, 
Was an Argument with Melia to be⸗ 
lieve, that he only f taid this to bring her 
off from the Engagements which he ſup- 
poſed ſhe either hac of might. enter into 
to marry | Amintor. ' Haweyer ſhe. did 
not at oa Time thin c ..It_adviſeable to 
tell him what were her real Sentiments 

in.that Reſp pect ; and ch ierefore anſwer d 
him to this SLES, That © as it would 
be irkſome to repeat the Obligations they 
were mutually under. to cach other, 1h; 
could only fay, that if he would wc 

tually perform what he now (© faithfi 115 

promis d, within the Time limit ed, be, 
and no other Man, ſnould Bg, Hus: 
band; but if he fail'd i 

thould, i in that Caſe CAE + 
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p- 
9 
d 
0 
8 
d 
d 
J 


b 


Mw RS. 


* 


1 Ly 
a5 = 5 


\ (tot * 
Manger as might beſt ſecure her a 
Happineſs, Cloaro again proteſted that 
he meant to do as he tad aid; And in 
the mean Time order d her to pay 4 Viſit 
to Ariintor, to deſire him to 90 it from 1 


. his farther "Solicitations, becauſe the was 
| pre-engag'd d füher.. 5 


Clodio by this Stroke of Policy. ud 4 
he ſhould be able to overſer all the 


Schemes that had been laid to deprive | 


him of Melia. For having already 
prepoſleſs d Amintor with Notions ſo in- 
urious ta her Honour, ho he fuppos'd 


Would at firſt Sight quarrel Will b. her, 
and it not being in her Power to refute 
the Accuſations had charg'd her with, 


it muſt neceſſarily follow, that he would 

caſt her off with Scorn and Contempt. 
This he ſurmiz d, tho the Conſequence 
which ſoon follow d, conyine'd him'thar 


lle was quite wrong in his Calcula- 


ti ons. 
? Meliſſa, ignorant of hit had palod 
between Gig o and Amintor, went Len : 
to Coton, under a Pretence of a Viſit to 
amintor's Siſters. It was not long be- 
fore Amintor, in a private Converſation, 
" Ba her, that he was now perfectly ap⸗ 
1 'd of the W of her late Beclg 
„ ion, | 


3 


* C og ) 


ry, him while Glogs liv'd; for that 
| Wie had attirmd. to him, that he 
had 1 all the Favours in her 
| Pc Ker to beſtow z that ſhe had been for 
L many, Years his Miſtreds, and ſo ſhould 
continue — his ES and defied 
bim o ſeduce her from him. 1 know, 
q gu 1 50 that 1 15 2 Villain, and will 
hing to compals his. 
F Kids be ever 2 * much to the Preju- 
| W and Virtue, Things 
Which as he is conſcious of the Want of 
bhimtelf, hates to ſee poſed. by any 
F Boo, eſſe. . T.entreat 7p therefore, that 
2. wall tell me {incerely every Thing 
; has; palsd betwirt im and you? 


|- been [ny ee of you; 
| whas Fogagement gu 755 under to him, 


|. have! e Reſentment you "have. exo 
| — or 9 Uſage of you. © 

1 Mclifa was fo aſtoniſh'd at the-un- 
eld Villainy of Glodzo, that it was 
8; Minutes — ſhe could recollect 
her Thoughts enough to return Amintor - 
an Anſuer. At laſt, having recover d 


| her Spirits 4. little, ſhe: broke. out into 


a and 


Exc e as e 


E 1 
. | 4 


ron, cet it was not in her Power ts 


—— 


4 „ 
Good God! how is it that thy Thunder 
2 While ſuch a perjuf'd Villain lives 
rave thy Vengeance? Ts Innocence 
| is longer under thy Protection? Muſt 


Virtue always be made a Sacrifice to the 


vitiatec Paſſions of Men : Have Oaths, 
Vows and Imprecations, for which even 
the Heathens profefs'd the moſt ſacted 
| Regard, loſt their Forte among us WHO 


profeſs a. purer. Religion? Surely, it - 
 Clodio is not the moſt licentious Atheiſt 


living, or does not believe he ſhall ever 


render an Aceount to 4 Ho Judge 
ſacred Ob- 


for the Violation of the m 
| Igations it is poſſible for Mankind to 
enter into, he muſt be erſuaded that 


Divine Juſtice will, one Time or'6ther, } 


ſevetely puniſh him for his enormous 


ciples; 


cCaſion offer d, he would diſcard her with 


as much Facility as he does me. What } 
the particular Engagements we are under 
to each other be, I am not now at Li- 


berty to inform you. But if he does 


not Win the pace of 2 Month, atlis 
| Time 


_— . 


Crime . But Why do T talk of his Prin- 
fince all 1 World knows that he 
is influenc d by none but his Avarice? 
It was that induc'd him to marry Leo-- 
nora and abandon me; and if a like Oc- - } 


' 


| 
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| proves him to violent Meaſures in caſe. 
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neſs by aſſuring her, that for her gale, 


he ſhould be careful to avoid coming to 


Extremities, unleſs directly oblig d to it 
by his Inſolence or unfufferable Be- 
haviour. Clodio, on the other Hand 
took all Opportunities, and in all Com- 


panies, to villity and aſperſe Amintor 


with the moſt opprobrious Language 
that Malice could ſuggeſt, or his Tongue 
could utter. But his Virulence was 
never more apparent than when he was 


in Company of Amintor's Friends, but 
particularly with Meliſſas Brothers, 


whom he knew. to be ſtaunch Whigs, 
and intimate with Amintor. To them 
therefore he ſtigmatizes him with the 
odious Name of a Facobzte, and, con- 


ſequently, that he was an Enemy to his 


Country, and as his Principles were dia- 
metrically oppoſite to the preſent Eſta- 

bliſnment, he might be a dangerous 
Man, whoſe Com pany ſhould be avoided; 


\ eſpecially in tho ie troubleſome Times, 


it being in the Height of the late Re- 
bellion. Amintor took no Pains to re- 
ute theſe Calumdies, ſince he could ap- 


poeal to his Actions as the beſt Evidence 
. of his Loyalty; neither did ſuch ground- 


_ Teſs Slanders gain any Credit with thoſe 
— 5 _ were ſpoken to. | 
. 0 The 
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„The Month was at length expir d ire 


which Clodia. promis d to da Meliſſa Ju- 
ckly owning her for his 


formance, which ſet her entirely at Lis 
_—_ to take fuch Meaſures as ſhie judgid 


ray her from thoſe Obligations which, 
hitherto, had bound her in a blind 'Obes 


dience to him. For, ſince he had broke 
all the Covenants and Terms that he had 
ever made, neither Law nor Equity 


could oblige her to perform thoſe on her 
| - Part, fince her Duty to Cledio was only. 


conditional, and o a Suppoſition that 


he would be punctual in the Execution 
of che Part he had undertaken. With- 
out more ado therefore, ſhe goes to 
5 Amintor, and tells him the whole Secret 


of her Amour with Cladio, and every. 
| Paſſage, as far as Decency wou d pet - 


mit, from the Beginning of it to that 


» Inflant, bur particularly their Marriage, 


as before related; how be had prevail'd 


pen her to conſent to his ſecond Mar- 
riage; his Promiſes of ſettling her in 
the Siabury Eſtate, and allowing her an 
Annuity of 100 J. a Year ſo — as his 
Wite Teouora ns _— 5 —— 


: mis 


5 


- conducive to her Felicity, and ; 


P 
His ſwearing to acknowledge her -pubs 

lickly for his Wife, and tending Leonora 
home to her Mother in a Monthy during 
which, I deſired you to excute my de- 
claring my Grievances; but that Time 
. being now expired without the leaſt 
n of his Compliance, I cati't conceive 
that J am any longer bound to conceal "Is 

his iniquitous Proceedings; and tho poſs 
' ably, you may hate me for my too 
eaſy Reſignation of myſelf to his Plea- 
fare, yet I am ſure you muſt condemn 
his unjuſt and cr Uſage of m. If 


Loon was my Folly, it was likewiſe my 


Fate; too. powerfully | I felt its Influence 


to make any effectual Reſiſtance, and too | 


eaſily ſubmitted my Neck to the filken 


Cord in which for f me Years he has led by 


me 4 Slave, and tied me up to all hs 


Brutiſh Humours. At laſt Im cured z 1M 


my Eyes arè open, and I deteſt both my- 


Elk and him. O] could I be free d fromm. 


the Guilt. of that ſacred Vow, whick 
Heaven was Witneſs to, when 1 plighted ; 
him my Troth, and promisd I would be. 
kis faithful Wife, with Pleaſure I would 
pe him up - his broken Vows, forgive 
infinite darbaritics and willingly ſes 
crete me $ ny. his js wn for eyer. Bur 


* 
* 


denen) | 
that's impoſſible! and Sorrow and 

Wretchedneſs muſt be my conſtant Por- 

tion while this miſerable Life ſhall laſt. 

Amintor was exceedingly moved at 
her Relation; pitied her deplorable Caſe, 

and ſtood ama d at the prodigious Wick- 
eEudneſs of Clodio. Is it poſſible, ſaid he, 

+ that human Nature can be capable of 
fuch Baſeneſs !: Such Inhumanity ! Such 
a continued Series of Barbarity ! Could 

not the Ruin of one weak Woman con- 

tent him! Were not the Spoils of her 

- Virtue enough to triumph in; but he 

muſt deftroy the Peace and Happineſs of 

another Innocent of that defenceleſs: Sex, 
and bring Deſolation into whole Fa- 
milies | How muſt. it ſhock the guiltleſs 

Leonora when ſhe ſhall be rold how 

monſtrauſly ſhe has been decaiv'd } No 

more to call herſelf a Wife! Her Chil- 
dren illegitimate! How will it diftract 
the good Sophia, when ſhe ſhall hear of 
this groſs Impoſition on herſelf! Her 

Daughter fo egregiouſſy abus d by a Man 
on whom ſhe had conferr d ſuch ſignal 
Favours! As to you, Meliſſa, what hat 
I fay or how adviſe? J ſincerely lament 
your unfortunate Condition, but know: 
no Remedy to help you; yet this I ie 1 


„ . 
miſe, that if you will ſecond my Aſſiſt- 
ance, III try what in my Power hes to 
make him do you Juſtice; and it the 
Law will give you any Relief, or puniſh 
him for his nefarious Actions, no Pains 
or Expence ſhall be wanting to bring 
him to a due Senſe of his Crimes. In 
order to which it will be neceſſary to' 
follow the Advice that I have before 
given You; that 1s, to keep up a fair 
Correſpondence with him, to expreſs as 
much Love for him as ever, and when 
he goes to Pinkney, to write to him with 
all the Ardour of the ſtrongeſt Affection; 
and by his Anſwers you will be furniſh'd' 
with Evidence enough to convict him 
of thoſe Crimes, which, otherwiſe , it 
would be difficult to prove againſt him. 
In the mean Time be afſur'd, that your 
unfortunate Situation (which, in ſome 
Meaſure, has been owing to your too 
great Confidence in the Honour of a 
Man who had given you abundant 
Proof that he had none) is fo far from 
leſſening my Eſteem and Value for you, 
that it will ſet an Edge on my Diligence 
and Aſſiduity to revenge your Wrongs, 
and to bring him to publick Shame who 
has been the Author of your Miser- 
. 3 tunes. 
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Eſtate, ere be ſhall triumph in his Wick 
edneſs. As you have put yourſelf under 


my Protection, depend upon me as 2 
maſt faithful Guardian to defend you 
from the open or congeald Attacks of 
every baſe Invader of your Honour or 


Jour Pesce. 
Malia tha nk d him for his generous 


| Offer, conſeſs d herſelf too poor in every | 


Thing but Gratitude, to make him ſuit» 
able Amends for ſuch. diſintereſted Fa- 
vour; yet confeſs d the thould be infi- 
nitely indebted to his Goodneſs, if by 
an) Means he could do her Right, and 


| ſenſibly convince Clodio, that he Was: 
not out of the Reach of the Law; tho 
he ſeem ' d to ſet both anten and 


Humanity at Defiance. 


cor and her. She told him, in general, 


that ſhe believ'd Amiutof was one f 
thoſe Libertines of the Age whioſe Love 

enſily transfer We. one I 
4 854 ect to another; that tho formerly he 
had err 8 a great Warmth of ag >, Mi 


agreeable. 
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tunes. I have undertaken” your auſe, | 


and will ſpend the laſt Penny, f my. 


Soon aſterwards Helis retyrn'd. to 
Sidbury; and Clodio was very inquiſitive | 
co know. what had paſs'd betwixt Amin 
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for her, yet now he ſhewed much more 
Coldneſs and Indifference, owing, ſne 
ſuppos'd, to ſome new Charmer that had 
taken Poſſeſſion of his Heart: But pru- 
dently conceal d what had been the prin» 
cipal Subject of the Diſcourſe between 
Amintor and her. Clodis ſeem d ſatisſied 
with what ſhe told him, and belierd 
that he had now put an effectual Stop to 
Amintor's, Deſigns upon his Miſtreſs ; 
and therefore only gave her ſome Cau · 
tions with reſpect to her future Beha- 
viour, aſſurd her he would yet make 
good his Promiſes to her as foon as a 
convenjent Opportunity ſhould happen; 
and the next Day took his Leave, and 
„ 05 3 Co Ee 
Amintor now conſider d what Courſe 
he had beſt to take, as well to expoſe 


Clodio, as to do Juſtice to the injurd 


Meliſſa. In order to which he informs 
her Brothers of the iniquitous Dealings 
Jaf this her falſe-hearted Lover; upon 
tearing whereof they were greatly 
amaz'd and afflicted, and readily join d 
with him in a Reſolution to bring Him to 
condign Puniſhment. The nexr Step he 
teſolv d to take was, to acquaint Sophia 
Jvich the villainous Intention of her IN | 
P „ 


a Cad). 
in-law upon herſelf and her Daughter, 
But previous to this, he judg'd it very 
proper to wait his Return to Sidbury, 
and try if he could bring him to an ami- 
cable Agreement, and prevail upon him 
by fair Means to quit his Pretenſions to 
Meliſſa, and give her an abſolute Re- 
leaſe from all the Obligations and En- 
gagements ſhe might be under to him. 
For this Purpoſe, when Clodio came 
again to Sidbury, which was about two 
Months afterwards, Amintor perſuaded 
her Brothers to go and diſcourſe the 
Matter with him, and ſee if they could 
bring him to any reaſonable Terms; and 
in caſe he continued obſtinately deaf to 
all their Reaſons and Arguments, to lay 
before him the fatal Conſequences of his 
Refuſal, ſince Leonoras Mother would 
certainly be inform'd of all his Tranſ⸗- 
actions with Melia. They waited on 
Clodio accordingly, upbraided him with 
his monſtrous Uſage of their Siſter; and 
urged that. ſince he had married another 
Woman, and thereby render'd hiuiſelf 
incapaàble of doing Juſtice to Meliſſi 
as a Wife, it would be but juſt and reaſon- 
able in him to diſcharge her from all 
ſuchi Contracts and Agreements as had 
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| been made or might then ſubſiſt between 
them. Clodio told them that he knew 
of no ſuch Contracts as they talk d of, 
and therefore he ſaw. no Occaſion for 
ſuch a Diſcharge as they mention d; and 
that as to Melia ſhe was entirely at 
Liberty to diſpoſe of herſelf in what 
Manner ſhe pleas d. However, ſaid he, 

to prevent the Trouble and Uneaſineſs, 
which the Knowledge of my Intimacy 
d with her may occaſion to my Wife and 
e her Mother Sophia, I am content to 
" make a Settlement on Mel;/z duriny 
0 her Life; and if nothing leis than the | 
Siabury Eſtate will content her, it's poſ- 
ſible. I may be indue d to give her that, 
provided he agrees not to marry with 

ld 5 my ſworn Enemy. 
ml | Theſe being all the Conceſſions he was 
= willing to 1 Be they left him and re- 

t turn'd to Amintor, to whom they gave 
an Account of their Conference. He 
er enaſily perceiv d, by Clodios Anſwer, that 
er © he was very folicitous to keep the Af 
7 fair from the Knowledge of Sophia, and 
eas willing to have 20% in the ſame 
ail State of Bondage and Dependency as 
acl formerly. He therefore ſignified to him 
call Þy 4 Letter, that 1 JO he would - 
| —_— 


3 Darren 
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ner ſich a Relcaſe às was fequir d, and 
| likewiſe make ſuch a Settlement upon 
her as was demanded, and which he had 
often promis d, tach Meaſures would be 
taken as the Law ſhall direct, and he 
muſt expect to be expos d to all the In- 
famy his Actions hid deſerv d, and that 
be would acquaint ophice with his n 
og to her Daughter. | 
Modi taking no Notice of: ces re- 
Pot; Remonttrances, ' Amintor reſolves 
to open the Affair to Sophia; * Which he 
dick in 1 ne N wee © 


* 
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4 N willing as 1 am to ereate Une 

/ eafineſs in a Family, and ungrate- 

ful as it is to a generous Mind to diſturb 

the Peace of Perſons for whom T have 

the "higheſt Eſteem, by telling them 
diſagrecable Truths, yer, as I reckon it 

my Duty to difabuſe my Friend When 
T fee them groſly imposd upon, I wi 
"muſt inform you, be the Conſequence, | 
What it will, of a Piece of moſt atro- 
cious W ickedneſs and Treachery that. 

has been practisd upon yau and your. 

Dau augh ter Leonora. Clodio, to whom, 


N 
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* you. gave her in Marriage, and witlt 
her a very handſome Dowry, is a moſt 
L egregious Villain. For thoſe Vows; 
which in:the Face of a Congregation; 
Land in the Sight of Heaven, he pliglit- 
Led to her, did, at the ſame Time, moſt 
properly belong to another, to hõm 
he had before given them in a facred 
and ſolemn, tho not quite in ſo pub- 
© lick a Manner.” In fhort, he had, ſome 
Vears before, been privately married 
Ito his Couſin Meliſſa, to whom he 
* gave all the Rites and Privileges of a 
; Wife, and with whom your Daughter 
| © has ſhar'd them eyer ſince. All this is 
Truth, which I am able to prove. by 
© inconteſtable Evidence. If you doubt 
my Veracity, queſtion him upon it 
' yourſelf, ſhew him this Letter, and 


tell him too, that Fam now preparing 
Things to bring him to a ſevere, Ac= 

* count before ſuch Judges as will not be 

| ||. © biaſd by Money or Fayour; which 
I * will lay open ſuch Scenes of. Villainy, ' } 
Las will aſtoniſh the World with Horror, 


a @ (a 


and Amazement. And it's neceflary, 
Das well for the Benefit of Mankind, as, 
Lin Juſtice to thoſe he has injurd, to, 
make an Example of ſuch a Villain, 
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Wing of this Letter 
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* that others may be detert d from ſuck 


© helliſh Practices as he has been guilty 


< of. This Fam firmly refolv'd to d oy 


and doubt, not hen you are ſatisfi 
ein the Truth of the Premiſes (as but 


© too ſoon you will be) you will-concut. 


« with me in fuch Meaſures as thall be. 

4 Jude d requiſite for that A err Bat ts 
1 am, Madam, 1510 

| with the moſt profound Reſpedl, 

- , Your 557 ſhip's moſt ent 

mg 51 humble Servant, 


| AMINTOR. 


* 
* 


Who can conceive. 985 Agony and 
Aſtoniſhment of & 2215 which the Read» 

threw her into! Some» 5 

times ſhe condemn'd herſelf for giving 

more Attention to the Fortune and 


| Eftate. of the Man, than to his private 


Life and Character, which the top eaſi dy. 
pats d over as of ſmall Concerament to 


the Happineſs of her Child; whereas in 
Reality they ought to have been the 
| moſt. regarded. Then would: ſhe. breals 
out into Execrations a 21nſt the Villain 

who = ſo io Y, abus her Can- 


fidence | 
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| fidence and a eaſy Credulity! What 2 
had I, ſaid ſhe, or any of my Family, 
done to this Man, that he ſhould ſtudy 
ſuch a horrid Piece of Revenge, and 
bring ſuch a Calamity upon us! 1 did 
not oa his 15 nay, IL once po- 
ſitively reſus d to admit his Addreſſes to 


my Daughter; yet he ſtill perſecuted 


me with his Solicitations till he had ob: 


tain'd his Ends. Reaſon enough had the 
to complain of his ſurly Behaviour and 
cruel Uſage, and too rathly I cenſur d 
her for her Murmurings at the Unhap- 
pineſs of her Deſtiny that join d her to 
2 Man of his moroſe and inhuman Dif -. 
poſition. How fhall I be able to tell her 
that ſhe has no Husband, after ſhe has 
ſome Years married” to a Man, and 
2 Man too of my own chuſing? How 
will ſhe be ſhock'd to hear that her Chil- 
dren are Baſtards, tho* born in Wedlock ! 
How hard, how miſerable muſt -be the 
Caſe of that Woman, wheſe Condition 
1s ſo petuliarly wretched, that it is nor 
in the Power of the Law itſelf to relieve 
| her! Unhappy Zeonora! Unhappy me 
thy Mother! who in ſtudying the beft 
| Means of promoting thy Felicity and 
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e and thy helpleſs Offspring in the 


moſt dreadful Cilamitieß that  Heavin 


can inflict. Want, Poverty, Diſappoint- 
ments, Diſeaſes, ard even Death itſelf, 
are Things incident” to our Nature, and 
to which all Mankind, not exceptin 

even the Rich and Great, are liabl 

while we continue in this tranſitory and 
fluctuating Situation in which Providence 
has plac'd us here: And yet ſo ſhort is 
our Foreſight, or rather ſo ſtrong are our 
Paſſions for Grandeur and the glittering 
Vanities'of the World, that in cuttin 

out our Road to Happ neſs, we wretch- 
edly miſtake the Way, and by following 
an Ignis fatuus, a falle Light which Am- 
dition holds out to us, we fall unawares 
into an irretrievable Gulph of Miſery. 
But why do I torment myſelf with theſe 


id and melancholy Reflections, which 
ftr from bringing me Relief, do but add 
Weight to the Burden Which 1 already 


feel is too heavy for me to ſupport ! This 
wretched Comfort only have left, to 
part my Daughter from the Villains Bed 


who has thus diſhonoured her, and vio- 


hated all thoſe ſacred Ties which Heaven 
ordain'd to-guard the Virtuous and Good. 
Her and her harmleſs Buber I ſhelter 
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den the future Injuries of Man. With 
me, at leaſt, they ſhall enjoy the Peace 
and Calm of Lite; and when grim 
Death, with unrelenting Hand, ihall 
ſhatch me from them, TIl leave them 
Means ſufficient to bear them up Againſt 
the Frowns of an ill: natur d World. 
While ſhe was thus, revolving in her | 
Mind, and bewailing with herſelf, ths 
dreadful Evils which her own Impru- i 
dence, and the Villainy of Clodio had 
brought upon her and her Daughter, he 
himſelf came to pay her a Viſit. The 
Sight of him rais d new Commotions in 
ber Soul, and ſtirr d up all the Woman 
in her. Clodio, ſaid ſhe with Fury in her 
Looks, and Anger darting from her Eyes, 
the difinal Prelude to a ſtormy Greeting 
—— Clodio, ſaid ſhe, what toul malici--> 
ons Fiend inſpird you with the baſe De- 
ſign of ruining. a Woman? One who: 
has heap'd Favours on you with a liberal 
Hand? Whe has denied you nothing » 
you could ever ask, but exceeded even 
your largeſt Wiſhes : 2 Why am I made 
the Butt to dart your Malice at? Could 
you not find ſome fitter Stale or Stalking - 
| horſe to your Ambition ? Some baſe and 
9 Meeren, ſome _ quiet r ooh,.2 
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ſome- faviſh Afs, that for a little Pro- 
vender, would bear the heavieſt Burdens: 
you could lay upon her ? You're much 
miſtaken if you think me ſuch:/ Know, 
Tam a Woman, and: have'a Spirit to-re- 
ſent Affronts, tho" offer d by the haugh- 
tieſt of your Sex; and you ſhall find T 
am not deſtitute of Means ſufficient to 
revenge my Wrongs. Had 1 been 2 
Man, you dar'd not to have usd me 
thus; ſoon you d have felt the Weight 
of my Reſentment from this avenging 
Arm: But as I am, I have a Rod ſhall 
ſcourge you for your audacious Villanies. 
Vou ſeem amaz d at the unuſual Manner 
of my Talk. But te ſtrike thee dumb 
— there — read that (throws him 
Amintors Letter) ſee there the Reaſons 
of my Anger, and tell me whether my 
Complaints are juſt or not. If the Facts 
alledg d are true; the blackeſt Fiend in 
Hell is fair compar d with ther. If they 
are falſe, you have Scope enough to pu- 
nin him Who has ſo 1gnominiouſly f tra- 
duc Miyou;t 5. *- 25 
Clodio having fea the: Letter, was 
a ſtruck with the utmoſt Conſuſion, as 
not expecting ſech a ſtrong Rebuff as 
this; . it was ſome Minutes before ta 5 
COU 
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e MA» on 
could recolle& his Spirits enough to re- 
turn an Anſwer, which at length he did 


to this Effet: + That if Amintor had 


not been the baſeſt Scoundrel upon. 
Earth, he would not accuſe me with 
Things Which Tm as great a Stranger to 
as the Child unborn. Long has he ow'd 
me a ſpiteful Turn for preventing his 
baſe and diſhonourable Deſigns on a vir- 
tuous Lady; and now his Spleen has 
paid me to the full: For which, how- 
ever, I ſhall call him to ſuch à ſtrict Ac- 
count, that ſoon he will repent, unſay, 
and ſwear he never did advance ſuch 
| ſcandalous Untruths of me. Was I in- 
deed guilty of the Crimes with which 
Tm here accus'd, I might juſtly expect 
the avenging Wrath of Heaven would 
mark me out for ſure Deſtruction: But 
as Im net conſcious of the Guilt I'm 
charg'd with, and do defy the keeneſt 
Malice of my Enemies to prove it on 
me; ſuſpend your Anger, and mitigate 
the Heat of your Reſentment, till Time 
and Opportunity ſhall furniſh me With 
Means to ' convince you of your Error, 
and enable me to demonſtrate to you,; 
how much you are abus d, how much 
Im wrong d by that inſinuating Ven 
Nes | - | tat 
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ſome laviſh Afs, that for a little Pro- 
vender, would dear the heavieſt Burdens 
you could lay upon her? You're much 
miſtaken if you think me ſuch. Kriow, 
Lam a Woman, and have a Spirit to re- 
ſent Affronts, tho offer d by the haugh- 
tieſt of your Sex; and you ſhall find I 
am not deſtitute of Means ſufficient to 
revenge my Wrongs. Had 1 been a 
Man, you dard not to have usd me 
thus; ſoon you'd have felt the Weight 
of my Reſentment from this avenging 
Arm: But as I am, I have a Rod ſhall 
ſcourge you for your audacious Villanies. 
You ſeem amaz d at the unuſual Manner 


of my Talk. But te ſtrike thee dumb 


— there — read that (throws: him 
Amintor's Letter) fee there the Reaſons 
of my Anger, and tell me whether 1 
Complaints are juſt or nor. It the Facts 
alledg d are true, the blackeſt Fiend in 
Hell is fair compar d with ther. If they 
are falſe, you have Scope enough to pu- 

niſh him who' has fo ignominiouſly Lra« 
ducd you. | 39 
. . Clodio taving fea: the Letter, was 
i ſtruck with the utmoſt Confuſion, as 
not expecting ſech a ſtrong Rebuff as 
this; and it was ſome Minutes before he 
5 could 
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could recolle& his Spirits enough to re- 
turn an Anſwer, which ar length he did 


to this Effet: + That if Anintor had 


not been the baſeſt Scoundrel upon 
Earth, he would not accuſe me with 
Things Which Im as great a Stranger to 
as the Child unborn. Long has he o. d 
me a ſpiteful Turn for preventing his 
baſe and diſhonourable Deſigns on a vir- 
tuous Lady; and now his Spleen has 
paid me to the full: For which, hows 
ever, I ſhall call him to ſuch a ſtrict Ac» 
count, that ſoon he will repent, unſay, 

and ſwear he never did advance ſuch 
ſcandalous Untruths of me. Was I in- 
deed guilty of the Crimes with which 
Tm here accus d, I might juſtly expect 
the avenging Wrath of Heaven would 
mark me out for ſure Deſtruction: But 
as- I'm not conſcious of the Guilt Tm 
charg'd with, and do defy the keeneſt 
Malice of my Enemies to prove it on 
me; ſuſpend your Anger, and mitigate 
the Heat of your Reſentment, till Time 
and Opportunity ſhall furniſh me With 
Means to / convince you of your Error, 
and enable -me to demonſtrate to you; 
how much you are abus d, how much 
Im wrong d by that inſinuating Villain, 
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ONE lee thee To u, nothing, but 
rhe Voracious. bi he 1 
Hing. bim for his 2 78 His 


had. Wo diſmal; Proſp decker pf pig and 
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IN 4 horrid Picture of himſelf 28 


Infamy; ; if he. view'd the, State! of hs 


rightnec him almoſt to Death. In this 


ticlancholy Situation, he; reſolyes (as 
The leaſt of the "Evils Which he ifaw 
muſt befal him) to compromiſe Matters 
with Leonora and her Mother Sophin'; 
and afterwards publickly to acknowledge 
Meliſſa for his lawful Wife. This 
Scheme he thought was very feaſible; 
but to put it in Execution would be the 
main Difficulcy : For he knew. well 
the fiery Temper of uud, that u 
the doo. Hint of, lch 2 | Deſign, the 
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Gould break but into the moſt violent 


Clamours, 5 00 raiſe ſuch 4 Storm about, 
his Ears, 35 Would excerd'the Strength 
6f his Patience to bear, and the 110 
powerful Oratory to cam To avoi 
Which, on a ſecond Confiiftation with 


his Thoughts, he judg d it would be a 
aber W 2 


more pr Way to 1 her and her 
Children to, her Wider | to whom, by, 
the Servant Who waired on them, he 
would — 2 Letter, Which fond hit 
explain His Mind. Accordingly, under 
rr plaufible Pretence that her Mother 
wanted greatly.to fee her and her Grand: 
2 the Coach Was order d to be 
55 a Wien a faitable Bai 
en. convey'd them to Bibury; where 
on thei r Arrival a truſty Servant pur, 
into . 8. Hands the follo wing 


Epiltle.. 5 n 5 : > 5 . 
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J gs TA in What an odd Lickd : 


I ſhall appear to you, when I _telÞ 
Jou, as I now / do, that I have ſent to 

* you your Daughter and her Children, 
and that it is my expreſs Will and Plea- 


: „ure, that neither ſhe nor they ſhall 


Sever call m Houſe their Home any 
5 moe 
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© more. I need not now inform you 
what a perpetual Plague ſhe has been 
to me, ever ſince the Parſon licens d her 
to call herſelf my Wife. You have 
often pitied my unhappy. - Condition, 
and wondered at my Patience in bear- 
ing, with ſo much Temper, her per- 
verſe tumours. I liad been much bet- 

© rer pleaſed, if ſhe had not obliged me 
© to come to. this FExtremity.; but ſince 
A there is no other Remedy, I : am ſure I 
© * Thall ſtand excuſed in the Jugment of 
every impartial Man, in thus ridding 
SR myſelf of a Burden which. I. was no, 
7 longer able to bear. As to the Main- 
© tenance which it will be proper tor me 
© to allow her, that ſhall be ſettled in 
© ſuch a Manner as to prevent any, Liti- 
© gations in Law, or Differences between 
us. T have not yet got 1 thoſe 
© Vouchers which are neceſſary for my 
Defence againſt the Accuſations with 
© which Jam charged in Amintor's Li- 
© bel; when J have] you thall be quickly 
. ſatisfied, how much I am flandred, 
and you abuſed. by! that baſe Scoun- 
* drel 
. 28 Nada with 400 Reſpe 
5 X our moſt nambly Servant, 
| * OD 10. 
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Sophia immediately ſaw through the 
thin Diſguiſe of Ciodios Leſign, and was 
now more confirmed than ever that As 
mintor liad wrote nothing but the Trurh:; 


Calling therefore Leonora into her Clo- 


- 


Iniquity; 


„ 1 


peſt- beate n by the ur ous Winds. - Loud 


were her Exclamations againſt the hate- 


ful hated Clodio. O cexecrable Wreteli 
ſaid ſhe, how haſt thou blaſted all my 


- Hopes, and like ſome blue Peſtilence haſt 


wither'd” the - cho:ceſt Flowers of my 


Youth! Too juſt has been my Jealouſy, 
too late T am conv nced of thy Unfaith- 
fulneſs to my diſhonourd Bed. | Bafe 
ald perfidious! Was it for this thou 
mad ſt thy trumpet Couſin my Come 


panion? On her, it ſeems, much wor- 
thier, thou beſtowd'ſt thy Love; on me 
the glitten ng State of Coach and Equi- 


Page, which my on Fortune purchas d-. 


The 


2 
a” 
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The Grandeur then I might enjoy, 2hy , 
| Tenderneſs and conjugal., Endearments 
| were reſerv d for her! Thus, hahe I had 
3 bus half a Husband,, and the Wworſt half 
2 What 15 J. ſeen, alas! Whay 
= T felt, ſince my duenne St Stary 
ve match d me to this inhuma 
er L. Such was his Surlineſs of |] Ln 
10 harſh and barbarous his N ature, that 
not a placid Look or friendly. Y Word he - 
228 could vouchſate me, Even in thoſe 
Ken . 1105 men ſheds hig 
ä ind and genial Influence, and "all © the 
Powers of Love ,combine,.tq,-bleſs. the 
| 1995 Bed, he ſeems asi if, Compulipny 
him on, and Fear or Duty fore d him 
Þ to perform the laviſh Drudgery. The 
Reaſon's plain; another Object has Po- 
ſellion of his Heart, and I the Tool, the 
Utenſil, a mere be e e to be 
Forte or Aal as his Humour or 
venience fuit. O had I been the 
Wite of ſome good 8 Ruſtiek, Who 
cultivates a little Farm that's all his oẽ ] n, 
who tills his Ground and labors with 
his Men; 3 fatigu d with tviling all they | 
Day, at Night, he ſups on wholeſe I 
| Food; and takes; a chearful Glaſs; | 
e ruh 22 Waste he 


ew). 
with -the Conveilation of his virtuony 
Wife: Häd Heaven but placd me itt 
ſuch a Homely Station, I ne'er had known 
the Plagues, of Greatneſs, but paſs d my 
Days if xhe ſweet Calm of honeſt In- 
dultey und Peace. G I could tare the 
Villain Limb from Limb, and hang 4 
Limb in every publick Road throughout 
the Kingdom, to be a Terror and a Warn- 
mg to Tho Brutes of Men, who: with 
falſe Vows$-and Perjuries firſt ſeduce our 
Sex, and then with cruel Paſtime triumph 
oer our Tnjuries, inſult us for thoſe Mi- 
—_ their Wickedneſs hath caug'd, and 
laugh at? our Complaints of their uns 
hy teous Dealing. ee there not Powers 
above that have the Care of Innocence 
and Virtue, that will revenge the wil 
fol Breach of their moſt righteous Laws? 
O! all ye Powers Divine, unite your 
Plagues, and pour them full on Clogio's 
| fingle Head. 'Blaſt his Poſſeſſions with 
ſome uncommon Judgment, torture his 
Body with Diſeaſe and Pain; fruſtrate 
all 5 Hopes and Expectations with un- 
expected Diſappointments; let looſe” the 
Fiends of Hell to uniſh him with every 
Calamity that oh experienced, yet give 
Uh not the Patience, to ſuſtain 18 
— KC 
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downs the Wrongs that he has done to 


* 3 SE; 8 n 
Thus Leonora rav d and ſpent her 


Spirits in all the Violence of the moſt 


aggravated Paſſion. In vain Sophia ap- 
plicd the Lenitives of Comfort, by aſſur- 
ing her of Relief and Juſtice, ſuch as 
was in the Power of the Law to give; 
and that fince Fortune had prov'd ſo un- 
propitious to her in a married Life, to 


truſt. herſelf no more to that uncertain 


State, but live retir d and with her en- 


T oe 6 ao Re. 


treat. Bur here we muſt leave them for 


a while, and return to Amintor, whom 
we left deliberating on the ſevereſt Me- 


thods of puniſhing Clodio for his atroci- 


ous Crimes. But as it was neceſſary for 
that Purpoſe, to conſult the Gentlemen 
of the Long Robe, he found himfelf ob- 
lig d to come to London. ho Before he ſet 
ont on. his Journey, he collated, all his 
Evidences and Vouchers | of the Facts 


which were to ſupport the intended 


* 
. 
on EE 


Proſecution ; but principally, Was he 
very careſul of that large Collection of 


Letters whien Meliſſa had obtgin d from 


EF | Clodio 
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Chodie, during that Part of her Correſ- 
pondence, with. him in which ſhe was 
dic ed by Amintor. C690 
HMeliſſas Brothers, as poſitively re- 
ſoly d as Amintor to revenge her Cauſe, 
began the Proſecution againſt Clodio, 
and were vigorouſly aſſiſted by him in 
carrying it on. They were already in 
Town, when Amintor and Meliſſa came 

up. .Clodio was likewiſe there, and as 
| ſoon as he heard of their Arrival, he en- 

PC 


© 


a private, Conference with her: which 
the as conſtantly, evaded. Clodio, after 
many Attempts, finding all his Endea- 
Fours to fee her, ain and fruitleſs, ſets 

Mr. Subtil, his Axtorney, to work upon 
the faine Buſines. gal according to 
his Inſtructions, waited ; on Meliſſa, at 
her Lodgings,, to make her a new Pro- 
polal for an Accommodation. , Meliſſa, 
not truſting to her own Judgment, pru- 
dently ſent for Amintor, that he might 
offer ; who. perceiving that every Thing 
he faid was treated with Contempt, he 
chagg d his Diſcourſe into a more ſerious 
Strain, and told her, that ſince the ami: 

eee e e eee e 


if rejected 


2a;{ No. 5 
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[S: 
rejected, ſle müft 111 95 furpriz d, that 
it the net Tune he cans” Whi Which would 
be on the Morrow, ie bt ought with him 
an Order from” her sband Clodire. to 
claim ber; fbr that he hall fett led ever) 
Thing With e and onbra, wit 
Sor he was Ttfolved to part, and puþ- 
lic kly 490 n, her” ( Mel; 4 us his lau- 
ful ite. ; ant or, in Anſwer, told 
him, that he thought Bigamy or à Plu- 
ralit) o Wives, was 4 monſtrous Crime, 
and fhould eſtecm the Puniſhment in- 

- 1 by the Law in that Caſe, as a 


glaring Vark of Infamy. Jubtil laugh'd, 
and fad he was much miſtaken, for that 


the Puniſhment was fo triffing, that! it was 
not worth mentioning; tor he had 

once himſelf defended" a” Man who had 
ſeven Wives. He was going on to ſet 


forth his Abilities in his Profeſſion, but 


being interrupted by à Meſlage from 
Clodio, he broke off his Diſcourſe, and 


took his Eh © 0 N 
Cloato finding his Adverlaries would 


hearken to no Terms of Accommodation, 


having firſt given his Lawyer the neceſ- | 


ſary Pucking for his De ence, went 


into the 1 as di 


Mess 42 ſoon! tercrards, together * 


* 


* 


 amintor and 
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her Brothers; but before they ſet out, left, | 
eee, 875 with their Lawyer, to 
pr 0 ſecute the Cauſe with the utmoſt Vi- 
ance and 9 BE: Xterity he was Maſter, of. 
he Cauſe 15 (Qt in Hand Wer undecided; 
ad. K in be ſo for ſome Time; 
there eie Ry good Feekings o 
8 & 


89 Sides, awyers will not be in 
eto bring, it 9.8, ſpeedy I Determi- 
nation. 

As to che x poor, unhappy an and 
her two wh Perch Babes, her s and their 
Caſe, is truly 'pitequs and lämentable. 
How / far . . in the Power of the Law 
to rel lileve t chein ly ns muſt feave to the 
Sages « of that Drofeſtion 2 But this T am 


50 0 {ure. of, that neither Law nor 


uity, nor common Senſe, can juſtify 
22 dio 8s Inhumanity to them, nor give 


_ them, an adequate Satisfaction for the Tn- 


juries they have and muſt ſuffer thro his 


deteſtable Practices. 


Thus have we at 1 0055 brought chis 


curious Story to a Concluſion, that 5 


ſo far as we intended to carry it; nor has 
any Thing material that. we know of, © 
been omitted in the Varicty of Tran: 


actions that happened between the Par- 


ties. However, we ſhould not have 
* finiſnd 
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niſlrd it here, had not the Afair been 
5 this Time Uitigated, and” 95 19 


40 


decided in the proper Court. hen a 
final Deciſion” is given, de map, very 
probably, reſume it again, \ 48 de mall 
then be f rniſh d With hots” . 
pieces than We el been yet fayour'd 5 
with, and better Lights an yet haye . 
come under our Cogu zune. 

In the mean while we 'ſhall entattein 
cur Readers with another Natrative no 

leſs true than the foreg oin 5 0 as kruit⸗ 
ful of extraordinary Incic en 10 In Cl. 
dios Relation we fee" a Gentleman der 
ſcending beneath the Dignity of his 5 
Character, to play a Part . Which the” 
meaneſt Man of Probiry' young: ie 2 
aſham'd of; in the followi ng. We 
| behold a Fellow of the toweſt 115 5 0 
1 1 0 a Footman, ung gratefully [ab * 
ing his Maſter's Goodnets, and under 
falſe Colours and Pretences, "impoſing 
himſelf on his Daughter for 4 Gentleman 
of Fortune in Diſguiſe, 40 by his artful 
Inſinuations finding Means ig debauch : 
her Virtue, and bring Diſhonour on the 
Family. For this ſhe was baniſh'd her 
Father's Houſe, and ſuffer d inexpreſſible 
. Hardſhips, cill b one (which has 
| O aways 


always an Eye upon'thoſe- who fall from 
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Virtue merely 'thro' ithe-/Frailties of Na- 
ture, or the too ſtrong Importunizies of 
thoſe who by ſubtle Devices ſtudy its 
Deſtruction) at lengtli rewarded her Suf- 
ferings with the full Completion of ther: 


Happineſs. This Novel! then Will be a 


proper Sequel rd rhe foregoing, as it 
will demonſtrate that a“ Villain in lou 
Life is actuated by the ſame bad Prin- 
ciples and Motives, and 1 is hurried 'on by: 
un ſame Paſſions to commit the fame} 


attrocious Crimes, as he that with»the: 


Air of 'a Gentleman, perpetrates the 
moſt horrid Outrages on the Innocent 
and the. Virtuous. But, not to foreſtal 
the Reader's Curioſity, or detain him too 
long in the Entrance, we ſhall now pro- 


ceed directly to the N 


we have entitled, ; 7 Hy NO 1 


44 11 


VIR TUR denken; y 
1 11 0 AND. THE! 15 
AN hang d. 


wiabls 18 Beuth 
ed with good 


al Education 


: J. 
What numberleſs Charms has that Lady 
who, together with the Graces of her 
Per ſon, is endow d with thoſe excellent 
Accompliſhments of Mind which render 
Woman the Delight and Admiration as 
well of her own as the other Sex! At 
the ſame Time that the exact and agree - 
able Symetry of her Features attracts 
our Love, the Majeſty of her Virtue for- 
bids our too familiar Approaches. Even 
the Eibertine, tho captivatedl with her 
Charms, yet wonders at his pwn CO 
ardice (as he falſely fancies it) that durſt 
not entertain a Thought to the Prejudice 
ot her Honour; but is rather a ſilent 
Admirer of the heavenly Perfections, 
than 2 bold Adventurer in plundering 
ſucha rich Treaſure of female Excellence. 
How abandon d then muſt that Miſ- 
creant be, how loſt to all Senſe of Good - 
neſs, who can form Attempts, and lay 
his pernicious, Scliemes, to undermine 
and deſtroy, to ruin and deſolate ſuch a 
noble Structure which bears ſo near a 
Reſemblance to Angelick Beiagse Surely 
ſuch a Man muſt have *® An- 
_  ciples. from Hell, a- 7 
from the infernal 
Regions of Hor 


(£133 ) 
can FI WON ſo much Miſchief in * 
villainous Heart. 

But however rare the Inſtances may 
be, either of a Lady of ſuch uncommon 
Perfections as I have above deſcribed; 

cr of a Man fo prodigiouſly wicked as 
before intimated; yet two ſuch Examples 
are recent in the Memory of ſome living; 
and as the Occurrences and Tranſactions 
that happened between them are of an 
extraordinary Nature, yet well atteſted 
for Truth and Fact, we thought it 
would be not only an agreeable, but a 
very uſeful Entertainment to all the. 
young Ladies in Great Britain, to give 
them a Hiſtory full of ſuch Incidents 
which may concern every one of n 
to be acquainted with, _ 11 715 
Some twelve or fourteen Years ago; 
in one of the Midland Counties of this 
Kingdom, livd Horatio, a Gentleman 
pretty far advanc'd in Years, of an opu- 
wo Eſtate, ' and happy in a. fair Off⸗ 
As he enjoy'd the Bounties of 
N in a very plentiful Manner, 
o had he the Reſpect of all the Gen- 
tlemen round the Country. Ia ſhort he 
wanted nothing to make him as com- 
PREP happy as his: 3 could with. 


—— 7 - 


k = - 
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His 


G1 Bm 
#$Ls:i;Childtety. were all grown up; his 
Sons he had ſettled in the World entirely 
to his Satifaftion,” and his Daughters 


were ibeſtow'd\iin, Marriage to Perſons 


ho were in the moſt proſperous Circum- 


ſtances; one Daughter only excepted, 


who, tho nean, eighteen Years; of Age, 
and tlie youngeſt, he had not found out 
a Match; for ſuitable to her Merit and 
his on Deſire; for he lov'd her ten- 


det zu ald indeed, ihe deſerv d his kind- 


eſt Regards; tor. being naturally of a 
mild and affable Diſpoſition, ſhe made it 
her daily Study to pleaſe and humour 
him an all thoſe. l Frailties chat 
are incident to ald Agmſee. 

But.ibefore we deſcend to Particulars 
it will be neceſſary! to deſcribe: Heratio's 
private Character and Temper; becauſe 


om that will turn the principal Events in 


the enſuing Story. Horatio then Was 
a4 Man perfectly good- natur d, ſtrictly 
Sub in chis Concerns with Mankind, a re- 
ligious Obſerver of Truth, faithful to 


his Engagements, chad a facred Regard 


10 hisHonoury ready to do good Offices 
to Perſons of .every Degree, the:ſincereſt 
Friend, the moſt: tender. Husbaridz! and 


the moſt 8 Vet 1 had 


OM” W ; = ** 
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one Frailty in his Nature, which often 
threw a Blemiſh over all his other good 
Qualities. He was too much addicted 
to Paſſion, and his Paſſion was ſo im- 
petuous, that whoever had thwarted or 
affronted him, was ſurè to ſuffer the ex- 
tremeſt Rigour of his Rage; and what- 

ever Reſolutions he made, tho' in the 
Height of his Fury, and how irrational 
or incongruous ſoever they were; he al- 
ways proſecuted them to the very utter- 
moſt,. For ſo great was his Regard to 
Veracity and his Honour, that he would 
not ſuffer either of them to be impeach'd, 
tho the Performanee of his threaten d 
- Vengeance, ſhould involve him, or the 
deareſt of his Family in the moſt trou- 
bleſome pl Ratio and Diſtreſſes. To 


a - 


repent of A Raſhneſs, he thought, was a 
Weakneſs beneath the Dignity of a Man, 
and as he mide no Allowarice to himſelf 
for the Frailties of Nature, ſo neither 
would he grant it to any one elſe; but 
every Individual, under his Juriſdiction, 
muſt punctually fulfil the Duties of his 
or her Station, or incur the Severities of 
his keeneſt Wrath. Thus he was rather 
dreaded than —_— and his Family 
* e 


* 
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vas always in 1 utmoſt Pain for Fear of 
giving Offence. ntl 
Far different was the Temper of his 
Wife So . She was full of Kind- 


_ neſs and Benevolence; and her Servants 
executed her Orders with Pleaſure, be- 
cauſe they khew ſhe would forgive Mit 
8 and Errors unwittin ly or unwa- 
rily committed; and her 2 ldren obey d 
her Commands, with all imagin 0 
Chcarkulneſs, becauſe never accompanied 
with any harſh” or rating Expréllions, 
but always given in the mildeſt and moſt 
aflectionate Terms. But - tha which 
moſt of all endear d her bot to her 
Children and Servants was, tliat bein 
perfectly aequainted with her Husband's 
violent Temper, the maddt her con- 
ſtant Care to hide a concel every tri- 
fling Offence from his Knowledge, which 
when with all her Diligence ſhe. was not 
able to do, ſhe endeavoured. to mollify 
his Anger, by excufing the Fault by 
ſome officious ,good-natur'd Lie. Thus 
as the ſtudied the Peace and Tranquillity 
of her Family, ſhe was belov d and reve- 
renced by every Member of it. 
This Deſcription of the Father and 
| Mother, — ings us to ſpeak of 


their 5 


= ea) 


their Daughter Emilia, who, indeed, is 
the principal Subject of theſe Memoirs, 
nnd for whoſe Sake alone they are wrote. 
Emilia (as before hinted was a Lady of 


about eighteen Years of Age, of a health- 


fal and florid Conſtitution; the Features 
Jof her Face were form'd with rhe moſt 
d Yexat Regularity, and the Roſe and the 
Lilly ſtrove with equal Vigour for the 
d Superiority in her Complexion; Nature 


d (herſelf furniſh'd the Colours, which the 
b {Ladies of this Metropalis rake fo much, 


Pains ta Tmitate with Waſh and Paint. 
Her Eyes were viyacious and full of 
Fire, yet darted no infectious Rays that 
might kindle,qmpure Deſires in the Heart 


Ipect at the fame Inſtant that they 


+ lighted. up the Flame of Love, Her 


g air, when looſen'd from her Head-drefs, 
owe d gracefully in fable Curls about her 


Y Phoulders. Her 17 Was, as Prior 
ut-brown Maid, 


"> Peſeribes that of his 


ry | | 
© | Fine by Degrees, and beautifully leſs, 
na Nor were the noble Qualities of her 


doul leſs eſteemable than the Charms of 
er Perſon. None could ever impeach 
ERS g her 


of the Behalder, but commanded Re- 
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her Chaſtity either in Look, Word, or 
Action; and her Behaviour was fo re- 
markably modeſt and decent, that it was 
uſual for Parents to recommend it to 
their Daughters as an Example moſt 
worthy of their Imitation. Her Temper 
was chearful, affable and obliging, and 
ſo free from Pride and Haughtineſs, that 
her Inferiors, even of the loweſt Rank, 
had never Reaſon to complain of IIl- 
uſage from her. Her Wit was as enter- 
taining as her good Senſe was inſtructive; 
and her natural Endowments were im- 
prov d by the beſt Education that her 
Parents could beſtow upon her. She 
Was not only vers d in thoſe polite Arts 
of Dancing and Muſick, but likewiſe 
well inſtructed in all other female Ac- 
compliſhments; was perfect Miſtreſs of 
her Needle, and by her Mother was 
taught the Management of a Family. 
Such were the. Excellencies of this in- 
comparable young Lady, which made 
her the Darling of her Parents, the De- 
light of her Friends, and the Object of 
Love and Admiration of all the young 
Gentlemen round the County. 
But, alas! how frail are hog Hors 


| 8 f 4 enn Ag 
| how deluſive thoſe Expectations which 
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are built on human Perfections Sire 


is aptly compar d to a Flower, which. 
When cropt, inſtantly begins to fade and 
wither. The ſoundeſt Judgment is often 
over-reach'd by the Subtilties of Art. 
Virtue, tho grounded in Education, 
ſtrengthen d by the Auſterity 
and confirmed by good Habits, is too 
frequently ſapp d and 'undermin'd by the 
Flattery of deſigning Sycophants, or 
falls a Sacrifice to the Treachery of a 
| YA, who under the Appearance of 
he greateſt Sanctity, carries tlie Devil in 
his Heart, and has nothing but Miſchi 
and Deſtruction in his Heae. 
As Horatio Was poſſeſs d of a large 
Fortune, he kept an Equipage ſuitable to 
his Rank and Station in the World. 
Among his Livery-Servants was one 
whoſe Name was Tam Sharply, and 
lately come into his Service: Tom had 


0 


— 


been Footman to young Lord Forage, 
18 


famous for his Gallantries among the 
Fair Sex, and was a very neceſſary Im- 


e Lordſhip in carrying on 


his Amours. Tom by this Means had 
frequent Opportunities of being ac- 


ty of Parents, 


4 
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qualinted with the Frailties and Foibles, } 
tte yarious Tempers and Diſpoſitions, | 


the 
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the Inclinations and moſt prevalent Paſ- 
ſions of Ladies of all Ranks and Degrees. 


He was a perfect Maſter of Addreſs, and 


knew the Language that was proper to 
be given to a Prude, as well as that which 


was moſt agreeable to a Coquette; he 


was perfectly vers d in the various Ways 


of approaching Ladies according to their 
different Humours and Principles. He 
-- had learnt from his Maſter the Difference 


ow Stile and Manner i in his Attacks upon 


ar oman who was a ſtrenuous Profeſſor. 
Virtue, and one who ſcem'd only to, 


Want an Opportunity of ſhewing her 


e to 55 ge kim, iT 7 „ N 
W conftantly employ d in the 
e wad in . N Practice, 


conforming himſelf exactly to the Ex- N 


ample of his Maſter, was well furniſh d 


| with all ag Engines that are com- 
wonly usd in battering a Woman's, 
Heart. 50 501 was he inſtrued; in the 


amorous Dialect, that he ſeem d a Ma- 
gazine of Darts, Flames, Roſes, Lilies, 


Diamonds, ewels, Oaths, Lies, 4 


| 


Perjuries. | 1 any, Stratagem was judg d 
| neceſſary. to gain FOG with a Lady 
that was more than ordinary on her 

Ja Tom was a 1 5 Progeus, and _ 


3 could 


a3 


2 


h hitnſc ABA. 155 ) Shape te 
change himſelf into any Shape to 
Cite 88 to his Maſter's Int Lig 


But his Lordſhip 1 detected his 


Roguery in deſigning to tupplant him. in 
the good Graces of a Lady whom he 
had employ'd Tem to procure for him, 
firft can d him heartily, and then tarnd 
him off, _ 
Tom was now at his Wit's End, and 
knew not Which Way to turn himſelf, 
being ſenſible that no Gentleman would 
take him into his Service, without a 
Character from his former Maſter; nay, 
that the very Character of his Maſter 
would be an Argument with People of 
Sobriety and Credit for refuſing to admit 
him into "their Families. Having for a 


good while revolv'd theſe Things in his 


ind, he thought it his beſt Way to de- 
ire his Lordſhip, in pity to his, forlorn 

Condition, not to deprive him of his fu- 

ture Subſiltence, by denying g him a Cer- 
tificate of his hone 


ſerve him. Well, Tom, ſays my Lord, 
tho you was a ſad Dog to = a to 


ſeduce my-Miſt reſs from me, yet I am 


not that hafd-hearted Turk, never to fo-- 
ive an Injury. Get you a Maſter, a 1d 


and ſober Behaviour 
during the Time he had the Honour to 


rl 
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Ill give an Account of you, better per- 
| haps than you deſerve, Tom thank'd 
his Lordſhip, and withdrew. 
It was not long ere Tom was informd 
that Horatio had turn'd off one of his 
Servants for ſome” Miſdemeanour. To 
him he applies, and after many Que- 
ſtions “ and anſwer'd, Horatio bids 
him bring a Note from his late Mer. 
. his good Behavibuf. 
ediately goes to his Lordſhip, tels 
hing his Errand, and entreats the Per- 
Ps 5 of his Promiſe. His Lordſhip 
took Pen in Band, and Wrote the fol- 
lowing Lines. 


1 


FHIS is to certiß ify, that the Babies 
© hereof, Thomas Sharply, is a very 
" honeſt Fellow, and behav'd himſelf, 255 
' with me, with more Sobriety th oe became 
Hir Place; and that the on only Reaſon 1 
bad for diſmiſſing him from my Service, 
- was, becau Rol inſtead of obeying 'my Or- 
ders, the Raſcal prof etended” that 
his Cemſcionce would not 1 him to 22 
= wicked. 
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Tom took the Note with great Thank- 
fulneſs, and put it in his Pocket without 
reading it, not doubting but his Lord- 
ſhip had given him ſuch a Character as 
would recommend him .to the Service of 
the Gentleman to whom he had made 
his Application. 'Away he goes with all 
Speed to Horatio, who having' read the 
Note, could ſcarce forbear ſmiling. Do 
you know, Friend, faid he, what Ac- 
count my Lord Forage gives of you? 
No indeed, Sir, ſays Jom, trembling 
and turning pale; for I juſt now came 
from his Lordſhip, who gave me the 
Note, which I inſtantly put in my Poc- 
ket, nor has it been open d before I put 
it into your Hands. Very well, fays 
Horatio; he has given you here a very 
odd Kind of Certificate ; but as I am no. 
Stranger to his Lordſhip, nor the Nature 


of his Service, I will take his Recom- 


mendation, and you may put on my 
Livery ; only one Thing you are to ob- 
ſerve, that your Employment under me, 


will be widely different from that which 


you was engag d in under his Lordſhip. 
Tom bow'd, and weit as he was order d 
to the Wardrobe to dreſs himſelf in his 


Ow 
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Jom being now become one of Hora- 
tiv's, Domellichs, was very diligent, and 
aſſiduous/in,doing, tne Duties of his Sta- 
tion. He was ſoon, inform d by, the other 
Ser vants, of the eimer of his Maſter 


and Lady; and, he, had, Senſe. enough to 


take their Inſtructions in good Part, and 
to regulate his Behaviour accordingly. 
Ide particular ocrvice. which Jom 
was appointed to, Was to wait at Table, 
anch to attend the Perſons and bſerve tlie 
Directiohs of his Lady . Sophronja, and 
her Daughter Emiliu; a Station which. 
Tom was greatly delighted with. For, 


as to So phr ona, ſhe was fo humane and 


condeſcending in giving out her Orders, 
that it was a Pleaſure to execute them; 
and as to Emilia, her Demeanour was 
in all Reſpects, fo affable and courteous, 
that Tam thought himſelf the happieſt. 
Man alive when he had any of her Com- 


. 


mands to obey KY 


Tem was overjoy'd to find himſelf ſo 


fortunately ſituated ; and long he might 


have continu'd ſo, had he took Prudence 
for his Guide. Bur, alas! how hard; is- 
it, eyen for the beſt of Men to keep, 
their irregular, A ppetites in Subjection, 
and to ſuffer Realon always to hold the 


* 


— * 
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Helm de" their Paſſions? How mach 
more difficult was it for one of Tom's 
profligate Life' and Morals, ' 555 keep 
within the Bounds! which: Relipi on and 
Virtue have preſcribed.” to'the Actions of 
every Man? When once vicious Habits 
have taken Root in the Heart, they are 
not to be eradicated but witli Abindance 
of Pains; much ſober and ſedate Re- 
flection, and ſtrong and well grounded 
Reſolutions to reverſe the bad Conduct, 
that has been ' hitherto purſued. Tom, | 
however, was no Philoſopher ; and tho 
tlie Duties of his Station might reſtraint” 
im from taking thoſe Liberties which 
iss Inelination prompted him to, yet his 
Nroneneſs to Vice was fo predolninant,” 
that he wanted only Opportunity to, be 
as wieked r ar? 
One Part of Tom's Buſi neſs was, a8 
above hinted, to wait at Tabte, both be - 
Dinner-time, and when the Ladies drank * 
Tea; ſo that he had frequenr" Occaſions,” 
of obſerving and contemplating tlie 
happy Diſpoſition and ineſtimable Ex- 
cellencies of his young Lady Emili * 
af the more he view'd her, the more he 1 
Was ſtruck with her Charms; and i” 


Z; Lore increas d to that violent Degree, 
W's F that 
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that he could neither eat nor ſleep far 
ſeyeral Days and Nights ſueceſſively, 
and his Anguiſh was the more inſupport- 


able, as he utterly deſpair d of eyer en- 


joying the dear. Object, of his Wiſhes, 
Thus he languiſh'd, and pin d away; the 
Colour forſook his Cheeks, and the Fleſh 
his Bones; and fuch a viſible A Iteration 
was obſery'd, as well in the Decay of his. 


_ Health as in the melancholy Turn of his 


Temper, which, was naturally debonair 


and ſprightly, that his Fellow - Servants 


were often. telling him, that he was cer. 
tainly in Love, and were mighty deſir - 
ous of knowing who the fair Charmer 
was that had brought him to that de- 
plorable Condition; for ſurely, faid they, 
ſhe muſt be ſome cruel Tygreſs, that 
could have no Pity tor ſuch a handſome. 
Vouth as he was; or ſome. Tyrant 
Beauty, that made Conqueſts with. the 


only View of  tormenting her Slaves. 
when ſhe had got em faſt in her Chains. 
To all which Tam made little or no 
Anſwer, but ſigh d as if his Heart was 
ready to break. 27 ts 


. 
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SOR „ lie | 
| Tom being no longer able to ſupport .. 
his miſerable Life, under the Anguiſh of - 
Heart, which he continually felt, withe | 
A out 


— 


be firſt Step he ſhould make in Court- 


1/49 
gut any Proſpect of bettering his Com 
1 at laſt ſets himſelf ſeriouſly to 
gonſider if there was no poſſible Relief 
fot one in his unhappy Condition. Then 
he run over in his Mind his former 
Courſe of Life, while he ſery d Lord 
Forage ; ; the many Stratagems he had 
usd to bring the Girls to, his Lure, and 
the various Ways and Meang practic d 
by his 'Lordfhip to allure the Fair and 
the Innocent to his Embraces and their 
own Ruin. But having ruminated a. 
long Time, and connd over all the 
roguiſh Tricks that both he and his Ma- 
ſter had put in Uſe to ſeduce and debauch 
the Fair Sex, he could think of nothing 
to ſuit his preſeat Purpoſe. For, the 
Lady whom he ador d, he was but too 
ſenſible, was quite of another Stamp, 
and mov'd in a higher Sphere, than thoſe 
he had formerly to do with. He knew 
that any Attempt on her Virtue, by one 
in his Station, would be fo far from an- 
ſwering his End, that he ſhould bring 
| ſome terrible Miſchief on his own Head; 
that his Offers of Love would be creates! 
with Contempt and Diſdain; and that 


* 
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ſhip would be follow'd by an immediate 
Diſmiſſion from his Service. 

Tom, while he livd with his Lordſhi P, 
had read abundance ' of Plays and Ro- 
mances; for his Maſter's Library con- 
ſifted chiefly. of ſuch Sort of Collections, 
Tom how employed: his Thoughts in re- 

Soltecting the numerous Stratagems he 
had ad «which Lovers put in Practice 
to obtain their Miſtreſſes. At laſt, he be- 
chouglit himſelf of a Caſe, which, with 
4 fide Variation, he might adopt for 
his%own. It Was of a Gentleman that 
bad fallen deſperately in Love with a 
young Lady, but was debarr d all Man- 
ner of Acceſs to her by the rigid Seve - 
rity of her Father. But nothing is im- 

ible to Love; and that Mah is un- 

worthy to poſſeſs the Charms of Beauty 
who refuſes to riſque any Danger” to ob-⸗ 
tain it. The Gentleman ſet his Invention 
to work, which ſoon furniſh'd him with 
this Scheme. He diſguis d himſelf in the 
Habit of a Footman, and in that Qua- 
lity got into the Service of the Lady's 


Father; and by this Means ſoon accom» 


- pliſh'd his: Purpoſe. This, ſaid Tom o 
himſelf, is a lucky Thought, Nothing 
n happen ſo a head I already a 


"thay. 
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that which this Gentleman took ſo much 


Pains to appear... I have, Thanks to my 
lucky Stars, gat Hold of the Clue which 
leads to the, Bower where, my Whole 


Bliſs is. de n I will follow it 
thro? allet 


Ambition. 
Accordinęly Tom lava his Plot, and' 


prepares the Part he deſign'd to act. The 
firſt Thing he judg d neceſſary to be done, 


Was, to declare his Paſſion for Emilia 


by a Letter couch d in ſuch cautious and 
wary Terms, as at leaſt not to give Of- 
fence, if it ſhould not happen to pleaſe. | 


Having therefore got his writing Ma- 


terials ready, he ſets himſelf down, 
takes his Pen, and blots. and ſcrawls over 
half a Quire of Paper, before he could 
form an Epiſtle to his Mind. At laſt, 
having beat his Brains and wrack'd his 
Invention for 2 Week together, he ham- 4 


I 
1 
1 


merd out the ane rhaplodical | 
Epiſtle. 8 8 


© Moſt Adorable Lady, 11 ; hs, 
2 7 O tell you that you are more ex 


cellent than the reſt of your Sex, 
5 Would 


e Winding Labyrinth, till it 
brings me to the fair Lady who reſides 
there, and is tlie End of my aſpiring 
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© would be to ſay no more than what all 


a -A 


enumerate your Mevits, is . paſt my 
Skill in Arithmetick to recount ; and 
therefore let it ſuffice ta fay that you 


a „ &a 


Speck or Flaw; that your Body, more 
© beautiful than an Angels, is animated 
* with a Soul as perfect as one of thoſe 
celeſtial Spirits that were never ſtain d 
with an impure Thought. Ix is with” 
Pleaſure and Wonder that I behold 
* you; and it is almoſt Profaneſs to ſup- 
* poſe you one of our mortal Race. Be 


; _ not therefore ſurpriz d when I tell you 


the World knows to be true; and to 


are an ineſtimable Jewel without one 


that I have long ador'd you almoſt as a 


« Deity; and that the Power of your 


Charms is ſo great, that it has tranſ- 


form d me from my former Exiſtence, 


* which was that of a Gentleman, to 
* that of an humble Slave, to wait at 
*, your Table, and to execute your Plea- 


* fare upon all Occaſtons. © This I have 
nexpreſlible De- 
* light, and would not change my Ser- 


© hitherto: done with: i 
vice for the Grandeur of a Crown: 


keep myſelf conceald in this ſervile 


© *Fis true, Madam, that fo long as 1 


_* Equipage, I ſhall anſwer one End of 
my 


_- . 
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mon Fame 1s not always a Liar, as is 


that T am, moſt amiable Lady, with 


. (1533 1 
my Deſign in wearing it; which was, 
to be myſelf a Witneſs of thoſe Excel- 
lencies and noble Endowments in you, 
of which the World ſpeaks ſo loud. 
And now I can truly affirm, that com- 


* 


generally ſaid; for in this ſhe has pro- 
claim d the Truth, that you are the 
very Paragon and Phenix of your Sex. 
I feel the ineffable Power of your 


4 


Charms, thrilling thro" every Faculty 


of my Soul. So that in endeavouring 


in the Diſguiſe of a Servant to ſatisfy 


my Curioſity, Iam really become the 
very Thing 'T only perſonated; I am 

to all Intents 8 P 
humble Slave, bound fetter d in the 
Chains of Love; yet ſo agreeable, ſo 


urpoſes your moſt 


happy is my Servitude, that T deſire 


never to be free. I have only to add, 
at preſent, that I entreat the Favour 
of your Permiſſion to explain myſelf . 
more at large, to inform you who and 
what J am, that it is in my Power 
to make you as happy as the beſt Gen- 


tleman 'in the Country can do, and 


the 


2 — - a xmr—_C 
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Epiſtle, he fo 


iin : . 0 uin 1100 5th; 
' moſt proloùnd Veneration and Reſpect, 


-- + © Your moſt faithful Slave, 
 .. © \eonſtanr Admirer; 
10 *:and everlaſting Lover, 
due Tan Siarph, but) 
| Clakyss Cranonr, 


"Tom havi 
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og nie this extraordinary 
ed it up very nicely, ſeal'd 
it, and finding Emilia alone, gave it in- 
to her own Hands, and then, with a 


very low Obcifance, inſtantly withs 
grew. Emilia did not a little wonder 


at Tom's particular Manner and Behavi - 


our on delivering his Letter, as well as 


his ſudden retiring from her Preſence. 
Bur as Curioſity 15 natural to the Fair 
Sex, that quickly prompted: het to ex- 


amine the Contents of this Paper. But 


: 9 hen was her Amazement when 


* 
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read it thro'! Is it poſſible taid 


ſhe to, herſelf, for Love to work. ſuch a 


Miracle as this? What ! make a Man to 


/ 


lay aſide the Character of a, Gentleman, 


to become the Drudge of a, Family, and 
deſcend to the biſe and ſlaviſi Condition 


of a Footman ! This is indeed the great- 


eſt 
* 
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eſt Proof a Lover can give of his Af 


mont, as he calls himſel | 
Villain in Maſquerade, and in this Dif- 
| guilt, be carrying on fome pernicious 
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fection; and I much Queſtion, whether 
in the whole Train of my pretended Ad- 
mirers, who daily peſter me with thew 1 
amourous Suits, there is one of them, 1 
would give ſuch a Teſtimonial of his 
Sincerity, But — this Mr. Cha- 

imſelt, ſhould be a 


Project to the Prejudice of 12 Honour. 
It behoves me therefore to be on my | 


Guard, and to watch carefully again 


the Deceits of Men, who, I have heard, 
will change themfelves into all Shapes, ; 
to gain their Ends on weak and credu- I 


lous Woman. Yet, in my Opinion, a 


„ 


therefore call Prudence to my Council, 


* 


- 
— 


mitting or rejecting whatever he has to 
offer. But ſhould he, upon the ſtricteſt 
Sorutiny I can make, appear really and 


* 
Fer 


ſerved, as too free and open, in the Re- 


. 


Lady may as well be too cautious and re- 


ception the gives to a Lover. Let me 


and take Advice of Difcretion.- I think 
there can be no Harm in gtatifying- my 
Curioſity in hearing the Account rhat he 
can give of himſelf; for then I ſhall have 
the ſame Liberty, as I now have, of ad- 


actually 
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actually the Perſon he pretends to be, a 
Gentleman capable of making me hap- 

y in all Reſpects, why ſhould I refuſe 
Tim the Satisfaction he deſires, or deny 
him a reciprocal Return of my Love, 
which by a very uncommon Debaſement 
of himſelf, he has been fo aſſiduous to 
acquire? Where, or from whom can I 
ever expect to meet with ſuch a ſurpriz- 
ing Proof of the ſincereſt Aﬀection 2 On 
the contrary, if he ſhould prove a Coun- 
terfeit (of which, however, I cannot at 
prefent entertain any - Suſpicion) what 

has he to look for, but Shame and Diſ- 

. grace, and an immediate Diſcharge, from 
his Service? Thus Emilia debated this 

important Affair with herſelf, but im- 

. parted the Secret to Nobody, reſolving 

to rely on her own Judgment in the Ex- 
periment ſhe intended to make of the 

Genuineneſs of Toms Pretenſions. 
Emilia was now impatient for ſome 
lucky Opportunity of ſatisfying her Cu- 
rioſity; and in order to cut off any 
long Delays in an Affair of ſuch Im- 
portance, ſhe immediately goes to her 
Mother, and tells her, that ſhe was in- 
debted to young Lady Saunter for a 
Viſit, and deſign d to pay it her the next 

\ . Morning 


. 2 
Morning; that it being fine Summer? 
Weather, a Walk over the Fields would 
be pleaſant and healthful, and much pre- 
ferable to riding in a Coach in the Duſt 
and Sun; and that Ton the Footman 
would be all the Guard and Equipage 
The ſhould wur 
The Morning being come, Emilia 
orders Tom to dreſs himſelf, in order to 
wait on her in a Viſit ſhe was going to 
pay to Lady Saunter. Tom eaſily un- 
derſtood her Meaning, and pleas d him- 
ſelf with imagining that the Conqueſt 
Was more than half made, and that he 
ſhould be ſoon in Poſſeſſion of the Ob- 
ject he ſo paſſionately lovd. 
Tom was inſtantly ready, and Emilia 
foon put him in his delightful Office of 
attending her in her Morning's Walk. 
Being got at about a Field's Diſtance from 
the Houſe, they were to paſs thro* a 
Wood, which with the green Branches 
of the Trees, coverd them from the 
intenſe Heat of the Sun, whoſe Rays had 
pour d on em too impetuouſly in the open 
Field. Here finding a Seat at the Foot of 
à venerable Oak that ſpread his Arms 
far and wide to ſhelter them from the 
© Inclemency of the Weather, 2. ſat 
8 5 own 
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down, and bid Tam ſit down by het, 
Tom, faid ſhe, (for ſo I muſt yet call y 
what in the Name of Wonder in 0 
vou to write that extravagant Loy 
which you put into my Hands Yeſterday ? - 
Surely you have but a very flen er 
Opinion of my Underſtanding, to ima- 
gine I can be ſo eaſily — upon. 
You a Gentleman of Fortune! How 
does it appear? Where lies your Eſtate? 
Where live your Relations, your Parents 
Friends or Acquaintance, that can 
give any Account of you? Where is the 
-Manſion-houſe of your Anceſtors > For 
I never heard of the Name which you 
call yourfelf by, in theſe Parts of the 
Country, nor any where elſe unleſs it 


was in 2 Play. Friend, have a Care, 


make good your Aſſertions, and give me 
plain and demonſtrative Evidence that 
you really are what you pretend to be; 
otherwiſe, inſtead 1 reaping any Ad- 
vantage from this notable Scheme of 
yours, you may have Reaſon to repent 
Four Folly as lon as pts as you live. 
Toys had Sen ugh to perceive, 
that now or never, — 12 c Time fo 
puſh. for the Prize he ſo carneſtly. Wia 
1 obtain 3 and that if he could ut 5 . 


N 
dute uch plaufible Reaſons as would cone 
vince Emilia of his Gentility, and 
the mere Dint of his Oratory deceive 
her into a Belief of the Uprightneſs of 
his Intention, without ſuffering her to 
take too near an Inſpection of his Cir 
cumſtances, the Buſineſs is done. As ſoon 

therefore as he obſerv d that Emilia had 
done ſpeaking, he roſe from his Seat, and 
falling on one Knee to the Ground, he | 
addreis'd her in the _— Terms. 7 


6 Madam, | 

I think myſelf highly honed | in a6 | 
Permiſſion. you have given me of plead- 

ing my own Cauſe; and if I dont de- 
monſtrate to you the Truth of every 
Article in my Letter, I will be content 
you ſhould think me the greateſt Scouts _ 
drel upon Earth, and to undergo the ſe- 
vereſt Puniſhment your guſt eg 


can inflict upon me. I know the Dan- 1 


ger 1 run in Caſe I am found tardy, er 
defective in the Teſtimonials I fhall 
bring to make good my Aſſertions; Nor 
am I leſs ſenſible of the Reach of your 
Underſtanding, to which every Thing 
; is — 2. bl - 
rate thro” Frauds and Deceits Ki 75 

; inds 


e, and which can pene- 
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Kinds; tho cover d with all the Sub 
802 that the Wit of Man can invent. 
Beſides, I ſhould be the greateſt Fool 
that Nature ever cloath'd pes Huma- 
nity, to ſuppoſe that I could eſcape the 
Fury of your Vengeance upon detecting 
me as an Impoſtor. Beſides, if I could 
imagine it poſſible to deceive you, and 
even to elcape with Impunityafterwards, 
I .could never hope for the leaſt Share in 
your Eſteem or Affection; for What 
Woman who knows ſhe has been im- 
pos d upon in an Affair of the laſt Im- 


portance can forgive the Offender? Or, 


rather, would the not perſecute him with 
her Hatred, and continually reproach 
him with his villainous Uſage of her? 
What Peace, what Comfort, what Satis- 
faction can ach a Man have, either in 
his own Mind, or in the Enjoyment of 
Life: Would a Man in bis Senſes, for 
a Moment's Pleaſure, ſacrifice the Hap- 


iges of kis'whole Life? / And ſhould T 
not be guilty of the moſt egregious 
Folly, even Madneſs itſelf, to run the 
Riſque of ſuch infinite Hazards as I muſt 
do, whether I gain my Point or not, 


ſhould T be detected of Falſhood, pre- 


n, or inſincere Dealing ? 2? But” 


Meg. 


tins 

Madam, far be ſuch impious and fal- 
lacious Deſigns from me. I have tod 
great a Reverence for your Virtue, too 
high a' Value for your perſonal Merits, 
to harbour the leaſt Thought to the Pre- 
judice of your Honour, or Diſturbance 
of your Peace. Love only inſpir d me 


with the Reſolution to aſſume this Diſ- 


guiſe, in order to facilitate my Addreſſes, 
and gain Admiſſion to your Preſence. 
For, being à Stranger in the Country, 
and quite unknown to your Father, I had 


no other Method of declaring my Paſ- 


fion, and expreſſing the Veneration L 
have for your Perſon, than, under this 
Concealment, to introduce myſelf into 


your Company. I faid, I was a Stran- 


ger in this Country ; and fo indeed I am 
to every one except my Lord Forage, 
who' is my very good Friend and Re- 


lation. He will inform you, that T am 


a Gentleman, as well by Education, as 
by a large Eſtate which I poſſeſs in Nor- 
laber ; where my Anceſtors have 
reſided and flouriſh'd for many Ages, and 
have made no inconfiderable Figure both 
in Arms and at the Bar, as well in a 
Civil as a Military Capacity. But, 
Madam, 1 ſhould not have boaſted of 
— x | the 
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ee of his e850 Ve he $1297 ahn a 
Foil and a Reproach tochim than add any 
Thing to his Honour among the diſcern- 
ing Fart of Mankind. But Lam far from 
imagining; that my Deſerts, or indeed 
the Veſerts of all Mankind, ſuppoſing 1 
had them collected in my own Perſon, 
couſd i entitle me to an Equality to thoſe 
invaluable - Perfections, thoſe illuſtrious 
Qualities, thoſe; noble, thoſe excellent 
Endowments, that have render d you the 
Delight and Admiration of the Manz 
and the Envy of your OW 1 Sex. 
While Jm was thus ſpeaking. 1 ; 
| ſtudied: Harangue with all the Energy 
he was Maſter of; Emilia's Eyes were 
not idle, but ſurveyd him very exactly, 
and obſery d his Action, his Manner and 
Behaviour With the moſt ſcrupulous Ac- 
curacy; and upon the whole, fancied 
ſhe faw ſomething in his Perſon that de- 
noted him to be of a Rank much ſu- 
perior to his preſent Station, and that 
he could plainly ſee the Gentleman 
| | thro? 85 


E 
thro” the Difgulſe of his preſent Habit? 
However, not to appear too forward in a 
Matter of ſuch Conſequence, ſhe ask'd 
him where he had ſeen her, and on what 
Occaſion he had entertain'd fuch a Paſſion 
fot her li fa 4 ot rt Hs 
Tom, who was prepard with an An- 
{wer to every Objection, reply d, that 
he had more than once been a hunting 
with her. in Company with her Father 
and Brothers, when my Lord Forage, to 
_ oblige the Country Gentlemen, has given 
them the Diyerfion of his Dogs, I have 
ſeen, ſaid he, with Admiration, with 
what eaſy Grace you have ſat your 
Horſe, and have felt the utmoſt Pain 
when I have beheld you leaping Bars 
and Gates and Hedges with as much 
Pleaſure and Unconcern as the boldeſt 
Sportſman among them. But. Madam, 
the particular Time When I loſt my 
Heart, and became a Captive to your all- 
powerful Charms, was, at a Ball that 
was given by Sir Lancelot Merrymake at 
his own Houſe to all the Gentlemen and 
Ladies round the Country. Your Lady- 
ſhip was there, and you may remember, 
I that my Lord Forage dancd with Lady 

riglich, who has ſince, as Report ſays, 
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all your Charms, as 
in a Rapture; and the God of Love diſ- 
\ charg d his Artillery with ſuch Force and 
Efficacy at my Breaſt, that I ſoon found 
that the Wounds which he made were 
incurable, and I muſt have died on the 
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prov pregnant by him, the Fruirs of an 


trigue that commenc d between them 


that very Night. I, who was a Stran- 


per to all then preſent, except his Lord- 
ip, led Lady Gaily thro' a Dance. 
You, Madam, had one Mr. Freeleve for 


your Partner, whoſe Happineſs J envied, 


and was very angry with him for no 


other Reaſon, but becauſe he had the 


good Fortune of having the completeſt 
Lady in the whole Aſſembly by the 
Hand. After a Ceſſation of the Country 


Dances, you was pleas d, in your own 


| Perſon, to oblige the Company with a 


Minuet, which you 1 'd with fuch 
2 Grace, and ſuch a 8 lorious Diſplay of 
et my whole Souk 


Spot, had not Hope pour d into them a 
little of her healing Balm, and given me 
2 Proſpect, tho a very diſtant one, of 


the full Fruition of the Object which 
then ſo forcibly ſtruck me. | 


Thus : by telling Bi LI 


Things the knew to. be inks, 2 more I 
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eaſily gain'd her Belief to ſuch Things 
which depended wholly on his own Ve- 
racity. She knew ſhe had otten been a 
1 hunting as he had faid ; that the had 

dancd at ſuch an Aſſembly, with the 
other Particulars he had mention d, and 
likewiſe, remember d that Lady Gaity 


had a ſtrange Gentleman tor her Partner, 


who, from a Similitude of Features, 
Shape and Size, ſhe perſuaded herſelt was 
the very identical Perſon how before her 3 
as indeed he was, and put in a Dreſs 
proper for the Occaſion by his Lord, the 

better to alliſt him in any Enterprize his 
Lordſhip might engage in among the Fe- 
males at ſuch a publick Refort. Putting 
all theſe Circumſtances together, Euilia 
began to think there was ſome Founda- 

tion for her Belief that Tow was really a 


Gentleman, and not the Perſon the had 


hitherto taken him for. His plauſible 
Story had made a viſible Impreſſion upon 
her Mind; for ſhe began to put on 4 
very ſerious and thoughtful Air, as ii 
pondering in her Mind the Weight ef 


his Arguments, and confidering in what 


_ Manner ſhe ſhould govern her Gonduct - } 
ia this eritical Affair. OY 

Tom ſoon perceiv d that he had gaind | 
3 . 8 | 3 3 mere 


1 
more than half the Victory; for accord- 
ing to the Poet, eee 


The Woman that doliberates is loſt. 


Since therefore the Advantage was mani- 
feſtly on his Side, he reſolves to puſh for 
a compleat Triumph. He entreated her 
to conſider the Conftancy of his Love; 
his inviolable Fidelity, the Service and 
 Hardfhips he had undergone for her 
Sake, and was yet willing to ſuffer, to 
convince her, if ſhe was not yet con- 
vincd, of the Fervency of his Paſſion, 
and of his ſincere and honourable In- 
tentions towards her. There is one Fa- 
vour, however, ſaid he, that I would 
entreat of you, and that is, that you 
conceal the Secret of my Love from the 
Knowledge of your Parents, or. any 
other Friend; | becauſe after the Con- 
ſummation of our Nuptials, (a Happineſs 
J earneſtly hope for!) T would have the 
Pleaſure of carrying you off privately to 
my Seat in Northumberland, and of 
bringing you again triumphantly in a 
Coach and Six, with a ſuitable Equipage, 
and preſenting you in all your Grandeur 
to your Father at his own Houſe. 


oe} 
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Sir, ſaid Emilia, I know not What 
Anſwer to make to all the fine Thin 
you have faid. It's very poſſible, nay, 
1 find myſelf too much inclin d to be- 
lieve, that you have ſpoke nothing but 
the Truth. However, let the Thing 
reſt here for the preſent; for it requires 
my moſt ſerious Conſideration; and I 

muſt take ſuch Advice as Reaſon and 

my own Honour ſhall furniſh me with. 
A Day or two, I preſume, will be no 
great Intruſion upon your Patience; in 

Which Time I promiſe you my final 

Reſolution. Then reaching out her 
Hand to him (for he was all this while 
on his bended Knee) he eagerly laid hold 
of it, and kiſſing it with a rapturous Joy, 
jumpt up, and at the ſame ' Inſtant 
catching her in his Arms, he almoſt 
\mother'd her with Kiſſes, which ſhe 
faintly ſtruggled to oppoſe. Being at 
length both of them got upon their Legs, 
they proceeded in their Walk, and Ei- 
lia having finiſhd her Viſit to Lady 

Saunter, the and Tom return d the ſame 

Way they came. Tom would fain have, 
entertain d her again upon the Subject 
ok his Love; but Emilia in poſitive 

Terms enjoin'd him Silence, till the had 

en Ts 
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duly weighed and conſidered the Things 


it | which he had already declar d to her; : 


| ſince on the Reſult of her Deliberation 
— 23s the future Felicity of her 


Tom was now in real Purgatory; a 
State which the Papiſts have plac d be- 
tween Heaven and Hell. The Lot was 
caſt, and he had as much Reaſon to fear 
it would turn up a Blank, as that it 
would prove a Prize. Should Emilia 
be fo wiſe as to conſult. with any Friend 
Who had any Knowledge or Experience 
of Mankind, and adviſe her to inſpect 
natrowly into his Pretenſions, he Was 
cConſcious they would not bear the Teſt; 
and that the Conſequence would be, that 
he ſhould be caſt at once from the Sum- 
mit of his Hopes and expected Happineſs, 


and plung d into irretrievable Miſery 


and Deſpair, Again; thould the pri- 
vately employ a Friend to enquire of 

Lord Forage, whether his Lordſhip 
Would vonch the Truth of what Tom 
had aſſerted, namely, that he was a fa- 
miliar Acquaintance of his Lordſhip's, 


before he had previouſly let him into the 


Secret; this would again diſconcert all 
his Meaſures, and ruin him eftectually. 
1 ; ” Tom 


ERAS i. 3 
Zom therefore, all the next Day, was 
very curious in examining her Looks, 


her Humour, and the Manner of her 


ſpeaking to him, if he could by any 


Means diſcover her Sentiments in rela- 


tion to the Affair of which with the ut- 
moſt Anxiety he expected her Deciſion. 
Emilia perceiv'd his Perplexity, and re- 
ſolving to hold him in Suſpenee till the 


laſt Moment of the Time ſhe had fix d 
for explaining herſelf, kept on the Re- 


ſerve, ray, ſhe abated ſomewhat of her 
natural good Humour, and gave her Or- 
ders in much harſher Terms than ſhe 


us'd to do. This puzzled Tom to the laſt 


Degree; ſo that doubting, of the Succeſs, 


he was once or twice on the Point of 


running quite away. But collecting by 
Degrees his ſeatter d Spirits, he begins to 
think that the Prize was worth waiting 
for; and therefore, whatever was the 
Conſequence, he would not cowardly 
quit his Station for fear of loſing what 


he had, with fo much Pains and Hazard, 


endeavour d to obtain. . 


4 


Emilia, in the mean while had 2 


| thouſand anxious Thoughts, a thouſand 
_ uneaſy Reflections crouded in upon her 


Mind. What, faid ſhe to herſelf, if this 


| 
| 
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Mean, „ this file and pla 

ble "Account! Be has given of himſelf, 
mauld prove to be ſome defigning Vil- 
tin, diho! Having Gneg got his Ends of 
me; ſhould abſcond-and*Icave me to curſe 

my own 'caly Oreduliry, and to deplore 
the irreparable Loſs of my Honour, my 
Innocence} my good Name, my Friends, 
and every Thing that 'is/ dear and valu! || | 
able to me. How ſhall I be able to bear 
the Story of my Farher's Rage, my 
Mother's 'vReproaches, the Taunts of 
Scandal, and even tlie Stings of my own 
- Qonloience?” Bur then, Our the other 
Fand, Wut Reaſon have 1 to doubt the 
Reality of! What this Gentleman affirms 
bf bimlelk⸗ Has he not told me many 
Trurhs, Wich I know to be true? _ 
chen ſhould I TE — . 
Things which appear eq 1 d 
He appeals to the Kage ge of my 
Lord $07 age ſor the Truth anch Certainty 
of the Facts he alledges; which ſurely 
he would mot do, if he Rue. it was in 
the Power of his Lordſhip to contradict 
him. Neither can I perſuade myſelf, 
that a Perſon of His Lordfhip's Rank TT 
Character would countenance a Villain 
in 2 ſuch. gee. = Solvers AS the Ruin 
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of a reputable Family. But ſappoſe 1 
ſhould rake the Advice of a Friend in & 
Matter of ſuch Importance 2 But to what. 
Purpoſe? My own Underſtanding tells 
me, that I ought to act with the wrmotb 
Caution in an Affair, the Succeſs: of 
which muſt determine my future Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery. If it ſucceeds well, of 
which I have not the leaſt Reaſon to 
doubt, there is nothing within the Com 
paſs of 2 Woman's Ambition, but what 
L ſhall be in Poſſeſſion of; a Coach and 
Sk, gay Attendance, Reſpect and Ho- 
mage, and ranking with the fivſt Claſs 
of Gentry: in the whole County. Wen, 
but ſuppoſe it mould happen otherwiſe; 
and inſtead of ſeeing myſelf advanc'd to 
this imaginary Height of Grandeur, L 
find myſelf reduc d to the loweſt Degree 
of. eee and in no better a 


Station or Quality than the ibis 


ragged Wife. of à raſcally Footman ? 
Pfhaw'! that's, impoſſible; neither will T 
believe, that Heaven has deſtin d me to 
To bad a Fate. However, come What 
will, Jam determin d to make the 5 X= 
PRRUMEAY: ! . 
6˙ owards the Cloſe of the WA” Day 
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Life or Death, for Happinefs or Miſery. 


e 


after their firſt Converſation, it bein 


2 Walk down the Grove. This Grove 
was about a Quarter of a Mile long, 


finely ſhaded with Trees, pav'd with a 
ſmooth Verdure of Graſs, and enamelld 


with Daiſies and other rural Flowers, and 
terminated with an Alcove, which was 
coverd with Jeſſamine, Honey-Suckles, 
and Ever-greens; ſo as entirely to con- 
ceal the Perſons who retir d tè it from 


the View of any Body that might be 


walkin "6 in the adjacent Fields. Tom: 
follow'd his Lady with an alting Heart, 
trembling Hands, and tottering Legs; 


not knowing, whether he had more Rea- 
ſon to hope or deſpair; and doubtful of 
his Fate, for he was ſenſible that he was 
no going to receive Sentence, which 


muſt determine his Deſtiny either for 


Being come to the Alcoye, Emilia 


Went in and ſat down, and gave Tom 
' Leave to fir on the Bench oppoſite to her. 


Thien aſſuming a ſerious Air, Sir, ſaid 
ſne, I have maturely weigh d and con- 
ſidered your Propoſals, and have examind 
your Allegations Wien all the Circum- 


: pection f 
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fine Summer's Evening, ſhe orders is 5 
to wait on her, for ſhe was going to take 


1 wong . 1 Py 8 


1 ) N 
ſpection T am Miſtreſs of; and e can ſte 
no ſufficient Grounds whereon to fix any 
Reſolution in Favour of your Pretenſions. 
Its very poſſible that Whatever you have 
told me is true; but I ſhall riſque too 
much in putting my whole Stock of 
Happineſs upon the ſingle Caſt of ſuch 
an uncertain Die as your Veracity. And 
therefore if you can give me no better 
Satisfaction, than your bare Word, in 
relation to what you affirm of yourſelf, 3: 
you muſt excuſe me if engage no farther 3 
in this. Affair. 
Theſe Words ſtruck Tom like 2 Thun- 
der-clap ; his Countenance chang d, and 
his Tongue faulter d, ſo that he knew 
not how to make an Anſwer: And had 


5 Þ 
not Emilia been infatuated with the 1 


Thoughts of her future Grandeur, ſhe 
might plainly have perceived Guilt in 
his Face. Tom was immediately ſenſible 
of his Error, and ſoon recovering his 
uſual Aſſurance, thus reply'd : Madam, 
ſaid he, I am greatly troubled, that you 
ſhould ſuſpect my Honour, w hich was 
neyer yet impeach d, and Which! is, in 
my Opinion, as much the Part SF; 4 
Gentleman, as any other Qualification 
Whatever. A Scoundrel and 2 1 
indee 


2 1 
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4 indeed, may cloak his Wickedneſs with 
| — ſpecious Pretences: But may the great 
Avenger of Injuſtice and Wrongs done 
to the Innocent and Virtuous, accumu- 
late all his Plagues on my wretched 
Head, and. make me an Example to be 
wonder d at by all Mankind, if I have 
deceiv d you, or intend ſo to do; in any 
one 1 that I have affirmed of 
myſelf; of which I will yet give you a 
demonſtrative Proof, as muſt perfectly 
ſatisfy you with: reſpect - to any Doubt 
that you may have remaining. I will 
Wait on my Lord Forage, and beg the 
7 Favour of a Line under his own, Hand, 
b his Knowledge of me, and 
my Family, and that I am really the 
FPerſon I have deſcribed myſelf to be. 
Well, faid Emilia, do fo, and if his 
= Lordſhip 's Account is latisfactory, I may, 
4 N lend a more favourable Attention 
to your farther Propoſals. Madam, ſaid 
Tum, I moſt humbly thank you for con- 
deſcending to accept of ſuch Satisfaction 
as is in my Power to give; and I am fo 
ſecure in my Lord's Friendſuip that I 
have not the leaſt Doubt but he will ob- 
ge me in ſuch a Manner as will remove 
£ "ied Dine every Rub that᷑ ob- 
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Bower, and returned to the 


Z , e 


—Z 
y Way to the Poſſeſſion of my 

Heaven of Happineſs, the Circle of your 
Arms; of which, dear Angel, give me 
Leave to take a little Foretaſte on thoſe 
balmy-, Lips, ſweeter than Nectar and 
Ambroſia. Emilia ſheëẽ d no Reluctance, 
but fuffer d him to kiſs her with all the 
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All Differences and Diſputes being now 
pretty well adjuſted; they 5 — their 

eturne Houſe, Tom 
was infinitely pleasd with the happy 
Progreſs that he had made in his Amour; 
and now ſets his Wits to Work to fimſh 


what he had ſo ſucceſsfully begun. His 
next Buſineſs is to counter feit the Writ- 


ing of my Lord Forage, certifying his : 


Lordſhip's Knowledge of what Tom had 
2 Mind to fay of himſelt. Tom judg d it Il 
not proper to truſt any Perſon with the 


Secret for Fear of a Diſcovery; but being 
perfect Maſter of his Pen, could vary 


his Hand, or even counterfeit another's 


to ſuch Perfection, that rhe Difference 
was ſcarce diſcernible. Tom was well ac-- 
 quainted with his Lordſhip's Manner of 
Writing and the peculiar Cut of his Let- 
ters; and fo ſets himſelf to Work to imi- i 
tate him with as much Exactneſs a 1 
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could. After hammering his Invention 
for a good while, at laſt he gives this ex- 
traordinary Account of himſelf, in the 
counterfeited Hand of Lord Forage 


Chen ES CHAMONT, Eſq; 


my moſt worthy Friend and Kin- 


man, having deſired me to give him 
* ſuch a Character as he really deſerves; 
I therefore, in reſpect to the antient 
Friendſhip and Intimacy which have 


9 R 


as well as in Regard to his own per- 
; ſonal Merits, declare, upon my Honour, 
© that I know him to be a moſt accom- 


© pliſh'd Gentleman, who. inherits the 


_ Virtues of his Anceſtors, and who can 
dignify the higheſt Station to which 
his Prince or Country can raiſe him. 
At preſent I believe he is not poſſeſs d 
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* of 9 5000 J. a Year; but am well 


© affurd that upon the Death of his Fa- 
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queſt this Favour of me, ſo neither did 
Lask him, being perfectly aſſured that 
erer Ute he mall make of it, he 
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always ſubſiſted between our Families, 


5 will | 
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ther, and ſome rich Relations, he will 
be worth more than five Times that 
Sum. As he did not acquaint me With 
the Motives which induc d him to re- 
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aw? 
will act nothing but what is conſiſtent 
with the moſt ſcrupulous Honour, and 
becoming a Gentleman of the politeſt 


Education. | 
ry FORAGE. 


Tom was mightily pleasd with the 
happy Manner in which he thought he 
had expreſs'd himſelf ; and as it was not 
requiſite that the Paper ſhould be ſeal d, 
he had no Occaſion to puzzle himſelf 
for a Coat of Arms for it. | 
Ihe next Thing he had to do was, to 
asl Emilia's Leave to go and pay his 
Reſpects to his noble Friend Lord Forage, 
for the Purpoſe which ſhe knew; and 
which ſhe readily granted; and, to blind 
her Mother, order'd him to call on Lady 
Hewaee, to know how her Ladyſhip did, 
and whether ſhe was recover'd of the 
Cold ſhe had taken laſt Sunday at Church. 
Tom went accordingly, but with no 
Deſign to ſee his Lordſhip, but with an- 
other View, as ſhall be preſently ex- 
plained. _ 1 1 ob 
Fortune had wonderfully favour d 
Tom's Project hitherto, even beyond his 
moſt ſanguine Hopes. Let {till there 
Was one Thing remain'd to be done, 
25 „„ 
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without which all his Labour and Pains 
hitherto, wou d be abſolutely vain and 


5 fruitleſs ; that Was, in Caſe Emilia 


| ſhou'd approve the Character which Lord 
Farage (or rather himſelf in his Lordſhip's 
Name) would give of him; the next 
Thing would be, to appoint the Time 
and Place of Marriage, which he deſign d 
ſhou'd-be ſolemniz d in the moſt its 
and clandeſtine Manner poſſible. T 

manage tis ſo as to create no cn, 
nor give any Alarm to'the Family, re- 
quir d another Caſt of his Art. To 
this End he goes to his Lordſhip's Seat, 
which Was but three Miles off, and find 
out his old Friend and Acquaintance 
Will, Pimpæve II, who had ſucceeded 
Him as Footman to his Lordſhip. 7/51 
faid he, I know you are a Fellow of ex- 
cellent Capacity in conducting an Affair 
of Love. Know then, that I am going 
to be married to a Lady of a great For- 
tune, and a perfect Beauty. By what 
Means 1 have been able to accompliſh 


© fo delicate an Aflair, does not concern 


vou to hnow at preſent. We are to be 


married cut of Hand, but in ſuch a clan- 


defline Manner, that her Friends may 


ſtill remain ignorant of it. Now the 
5 wy | | Favour 
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Fayour I have to ask of you is, to aſliſt 
me in this laſt Act of my Play, in a Cha- 
racter which J am pretty ture you are 


a perfect Stranger to, I mean that of a 


Clergyman. Xou muſt perſonate the 
Parſon, and likewiſe find out ſome little 
private Houſe where it may be done 
without the Notice of any Body. This 
if you will do, I promiſe you a hand- 
ſome Reward, beſides a Kiſs of my Mi- 
ſtreſs. Will, who was as wicked a 
Rogue as himſelf, readily gave him his 
Word, that he would do all in his PORT 
to ſerve ſo. good a Friend, eſpec ally 

ſo important an Occaſion; and for t - 
Purpoſe, faid he, I can eaſily procure 
the Chaplain's Canonicals. Thus the- fair, 


innocent, virtuous Emilia was to be 


made a Sacrifice to the Luſt of an aban- 
don d Villain, aſſiſted by an Accomplice, 


as throughly qualified as himſelf, for any 


atrocious: Attempt of the tame Kind. 
Tom having conc:rted the Meaſures 


tq be taken for the Succels of his wicked 


Enterprize, returns to Emilia, and tells 
her, that he had waited on my Lord Fo- 


rage, who had received him with great 


Ciwility and Affection; had given him 
ach a Teſtimonial of his Fricadſhip as 
2. 2 be 


T 

he was much obliged to him for. Theft 
taking the Paper out of his Pocket, wrote 

by himſelf, preſented it to her. Emilia 
read it very attentively once again; and 
not doubting but it was penn d by his 
L Lordfhip,/faid, that ſhe could have no- 
thing to object to ſo plain an Evidence 
of his ſincere Profeſſions; but thought ſhe 
ought to be a little better acquainted with 
his Merit, before the reſign d herſelf whol- 
ly into his Power. Beſides, {aid ſhe, if 
you have ſuch a large Eſtate as his 
Lordſhip here intimates, you ought to 
jointure me in a Settlement, and make a 
Provifion for my Children, that they 
may have ſomething to truſt to in Caſe 
of 7 This was a Rub thrown in 
His Way that Tom did not expect; how- 
ever, nothing could boggle his Impu- 
dence,” and therefore with an unbluſhing 
Front he returned her this Anſwer. Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, I acknowledge what you 
have ſaid is juſt and right; you ought to 
have ſuch a Jointure Tate upon you as 
you mention. T have thought of it alrea- 
dy, and have pitch d upon a Farm of 
mine, a little Freehold Eſtate, which is 
now renred at 200 l. a Year. This I have 
reſolvd to ſettle on you and your Heirs for 
4 Eh 8 
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ever, and have already writ to my 
Lawyer to prepare the Writings againſt 


our coming, and I doubt not Will be rea- 


dy to be executed the Moment We arrive 
at my Manſion-houſe. And you may 
truſt my Honour that I will; deal as ſin- 


cerely with you in this as in all other Re- 


ſpects. I beg of you therefore dear 
Lady, to lay aſide your Scruples of all 


Kinds, and permit me to appoint the 
Time of compleating my Happineſs by 
the Junction of our Hands in holy Ma- 
trimony. To which purpoſe T have ſpoke 
to my Lord's Chaplain, who will per- 


form the Ceremony in the moſt private 


Manner we can deſire. 
Emilia having nothing farther to ob- 
ject, told him he might do as he pleas'd; 


only to be careful to manage the Affair 
with ſuch! Secrecy, that no Creature 


might have the leaſt Notice of it. 


Every Thing being adjuſted- to their 


mutual Satisfaction, Tom was wonder- 


fully elated wit h his good Fortune; and 
ſoon finds an Excuſe to go again to his 
Friend Will Pimpwell, to conſult with WM 
him the Method of putting his projected 
Scheme in Execution. And thus theſe 
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el with old Mother Colin, the Sheps | 
s Wiſe, and inſtruct her how to — 
er little Cotage i in Order, and for what 
—— and likewiſe to provide himſelf 
with the Chaplain's Robes and an old 
Marriage Licenſe, ſeveral of which lay 
looſe. in the Window of, the Doctor's Stu- 
dy; and he knew how to alter the Dates 
and Names, ſo as to adapt it to the pre- 
ſent Purpoſe. As to Tom, he had no- 
thing to do, but to go home and acquaint 
Emilia, that on Saturday-Evening next 
my Lord's Chaplain would be ready to 
tie the nuptial Knot between them, and 
ſo complete their Happineſs by an ever» 
i laſting Union of their Souls and Bodies. 
s " Emilia wou'd fain have put it off to a 
longer Day; for ſhe had a ſtrange. Fore- 
boding in her Mind that all was not 
right; and that the private and clandeſ- 
tine Manner in which ſhe had agreed to 
ſolemnize her Marriage, would be attend- 
Ad with no good Conſequences. But 
Ton wou d not give her Time to think, 
but urg d her to get all things in Readi- 
neſs againſt the Time, and to think of 
ſome Excuſe to her Mother as a Reaſon 
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for her Abſence ; and then changing the _ 
8190 of his Diſcourſe, talked much of 
Ot. tho I 


the Gabber that he ſhould ſpeedily 


610 


advance her to; his Coach and Chariot, 
his fine Flanders Mares, his gay Live- 
ries and magnificent Equipages: Things 
which too Frequently captivate a Wo- 
man's Heart, to the Ruin of her Hap- 
pineſs, and lonietimes of her Virtue. 
Saturday being come, Emilia ac- 
quaints her Mother, that as it was plea- 
ſane Weather, ſhe intended in the Even- 
ing to take a little Ride of two or three 
Miles and ſo home again. Her Mother 
having no Suſpicion! of the Intrigue that 
was carrying on, but thinking that a 
little Exerciſe would be for her Dangh- 
ter's Health, bid her only be careful of 
herſelf, and take Tom with her for a 
Guard. Accordingly at the Hour ap- 
—_ Tom is order'd- to get Emilia's 
Pad ready, and a Horſe for himfelf; and 
being botly mounted they rode directly | 
to old Colin s, who livd in a little Hutr 


on the Side of a Common, contiguous N 
to a Wood, at leaſt, a Mile“ 30 Diffance Fr 
from any Houſe or Neighbour What- 9 


ee 2 

__— Being arriv'd and lighted, Toy put 
the Horſes in an old Hovel out of Sight; 
e Seins into the Hutr, they - tound 
5 | | There 
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there ready to receive them, Will dreſsd 


in a Parſon's Habit, and old Colin and 


his Wife, who had been inform'd of 


what was to be tranſacted, but not of 


the Perſons who were to be married. 


Will addreſſes himſelf to his Office, and 
with great Gravity firſt demands the 


Licence, which Tom inſtantly gives him, 
and having perus'd it, proceeds to per- 


torm the nuptial Ceremony, which he 
went thro* without Heſitation. | 

All being over, and Tom having gra- 
tified the Parſon, and likewiſe the two 
old Folks, to their Content, mounts his 


Horſe, and with his Bride returns home. 


Emilia, tho it was her wedding Day, 
could not be merry for the Life of her, 


and notwithſtanding all her Endeavours 


to raiſe and chear up her Spirits, yet 
found a kind of Melancholy hanging a- 
bout Heart, which ſhe could by no Means 


- diſſipate. Tom, on the contrary, Was 
exceeding joyous and ſrolickſome, and 


inſiſted on Conſummation that very 
Night. Emilia, tho ſhe wou'd willing- 
Iy have wav'd that Part a little longer, 
yet believing it to be her Duty to pay ab- 
ſolute Obedience to her Husband's Com- 
mands, conſented, that when the Fami- 
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ly were in Bed, he might conie to her 
Chamber. Tom was punctual to the 
Time, and found an eaſy. I Admiſſion, and 


ſoon riffled that ineſtimable Treaſure "" 
Charms, which never before had been 


opened, or arge by. the Had of 
Man, . 5. N * 

To om was now arrived to the very Pin- 
nacle of all his Glory; and greatly ap- 


plauded his good Genius, that enabled 


him to ſurmount ſuch uncommon Diffi- 
culties as he had liad to encounter. He 
had got Poſſeſſion of the ooly. Paradiſe 
he had any Notion of, where he wanton d 
at Will in ll. the Delights of the Place; 
never once troubling himſelf about his 
former Engagements to carry Emilia ti 
his Land of Promiſe in Northumberlamd. 
of which he had given her ſo lite a De- 
ſcription. 14414 

Several Weeks having paſt ond, as Nov 
tice taken on Tom's Part, of What, before 
Marriage, he had { ſolemnly vow d and 


proteſted, Emilia was not a little uneaſy, : 


ar. his dilatory Proteedings 3 arid there 
fore took the Liberty to ask him, when 


he intended to take fer away to his Seat? 5 


for ſhe thought his preſent Station too 


low] and unworthy of a Gentleman of 
„ Aa | tuch 
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hacks pbentiful Fortuns, às hethad aſſur- 
e her he w Ta expeata luck a Ap- 
bende Huck his Anſuer 
Neadindls: That his Herſes had been 
Alb rllit urige in m Lord? Forage's Sta- 
bles / where! byſtanding io long without 
Exerciſe, they had contracted a Lame- 
nels} which it would require ſome Tune 
to cure theamnot, but à Farrief had u nder- 
tout to per foren it as ſpeetlily as poſſi- 

bie. EFotilin uas fatified for tlie — 
hut in a hrrle Time aſtet, perceiving an 
uhu Alteration in herſelf, and the 
* Symptoms ol Pregliancy, he 
ted her Husband with her Appre- 
enaſioms, an defired! him to haſten his 

 Depatrars, on take ſuch Meaſures as the 
þ 5 ey fe Caſe required. 
Tons leemed ro make liglit of this Piece 
of News, and told her ſhe might depend 
upon his utmiſt Care im every Thing that 
related to her Peabe and Quiet. Tom, 
 Howevery upon à private Gontulration 
withliiseiva Thoughts eufily perceived, 
that his. Stay in that Family mult be very 
dür, or he ſhould thorn be call d te ã v 
ry ſtrict Account for all his Roguery; 

and undergo ſach Purgarions as Would 

id fiir hie 8 and therefore 
2 . teſolren 
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reſolves: to try dus Fortune ſomewherę 
elſe. Rat being unwillig to go away 
quite empty- handed, he tells Emilia, 
that being determined immediately 0 
undertake dg intended: Jouragy; if er 
ſired her to be Readinais in to ur tluee 
Days; that being a little out of Caſh, 
he deſired her to give him what Money 
e could ſpare, becauſe he, muſt buy ſome 
Neceſſarles he had occaſon for. Emilia, 
glad that he had at-laftfeſolved to take 
the Journey he had ſo long ;promiled, 
e hum every Sluilling ſbe had in che 
arld 5 vhicn, tho no gat Sum; yer 
ferv'd Tom well -enought tor his preſent 
Purpoſe for the next Morning cariy ie 
went clear off, witli a firm Reſolution ; 
never to came chere any more; and was 
fo unmannerly as to take Leave of No» 
body. Whitber he went next, what he 
did afterwards, and what Rew ard his 
Roguery met with in the End, we thall 
have Occaſton hereafter to relate in the 
Courſe of the Story. Let us now return 
to Emilia, whom we leſt employ di iu 
preparing ic her Journey: into N axilvcis 
berland. 
But this nan ſhe ouſt never un- 
denke; lor Providence had deſigned to 
1 4 2 
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uniſh her very ſeverely for her too eaſy 
Gredul 


ity in reſigning herſelf to the Power 
of ſuch a profligate Fellow on no better 
Security than his own Veracity. Tom had 


not been gone many Days before Sophro- 
nia obſerved a ſtrange Alteration both in 


the Health and Temper of her Daughter. 
Emilia was naturally of a gay and chear- 
ful Diſpoſition, which was now- clouded 
with Melancholy, and her Mother often 
catch'd her in Tears, which in vain ſhe 


endeavoured to conceal ; and her Health 


as well as her Complexion, were viſibly 
chang d. Theſe Circumſtances rais d in 


Sophronia Suſpicions, that there muſt be 


ſudden Alteration 3 which, together with 


the Flight of her Footman, gave her but 
too great Reaſons to believe, that that 
Fellow had ruin d her Daughter. But 


to be entirely ſatisſied of the Truth, ſhe 


calls Emilia into lier Cloſet, that from 


Her own Mouth ſhe might learn what 


Grounds ſhe had for her Surmizes. 
Emilia, ſaid ſhe, what iS the Meaning 


of that Gloomineſs which I have ob- 
ſerv d to fit fo heavily upon you of late 


Thoſe Sighs and Tears which ſeem in- 
voluntarily to ſteal from you? Why de 


( 189 ) | 
you ſeek Retirement, and ſo much ab- 
ſent yourſelf, as of late you have done; 
from my Preſence ? Is my Company be⸗ 
come a Trouble to you, Child ? Or have 
T done any Thing to diſoblige you ? 
Tell me ſincerely, and hide not from 
me the Cauſe of your apparent Diſqui- 
etude. For be aſſured, fo long as J ſee 
| you uneaſy, I can have no Reſt. | 

Emilia was extremely affected with 
her Mother's Diſcourſe; and à Flood of 
Tears guſhing from her Eyes, ſhe broke 
out into ſuch kind of Exclamations as 
theſe: Ah! miſerable me, which Way 
ſhall I turn myſelf? From whom can 1 
expect Relief or Compaſſion in this my 
deplorable Condition? Heaven I have 
offended, and therefore have no Reaſon 
to hope for its Grace or Favour. My 
moſt dear and indulgent Parents I liave 
offended by acting counter to that Alte- 
giance and Duty which is their Righr 

by Nature, as well as by the Laws of 
God and Man. I have offended all good 
Men by relinguiſhing the Paths of Ho- 
nour and Virtue, in which I have been 
happily train'd up from my Infancy. 
Tam utterly undone ; but my Ruin is of 
wy own * As I took Folly for my 
; Counſeilor, 
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Counſellor, Mionchedard.: 1s. defervedly 
my Portion. O what a dreadful Pro- 
{pet preſents itſelf to my View]! The 
Anger of Heaven, the juſt Ręſentment 
of my Parents, the Scorn of my Friends, 
and the Terrors of my own- guilty C Con- 
ſeience, are all drawn up in horrid 
Array before me, and from which i it 18 
as impoſſible to Ay, as it is to ceaſe to 
be. Ne Mountains overwhelm me with 
your Weight! or thou Earth, open thy 
capacious Womb, and ingulph me in the 
Centre of thy Bowels, for E am no 
longer worthy to tread on thy: Surface, 
or to herd with the meaneſt of thoſe 
Creatures that daily ſubſiſt on thy Bougn+ 
ty. How &: cal be wes ro. Soong 


== to 1 ber F _— roms 
bim, as it's impoſſible for me to forgive 
myſelf: This Way only have left, to 
extricate myſelf out of theſe Miſerien, 
that is, by putting a ludden;iEnd to this 
wretched Being, 87775 . nne 
ee, 
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multipliecd beyond my Ability to beat 
Sophrotmiu as exceedingly moved 
with Eurilias Diſtreſs, and not ſuffering 
her to g on in hier piteous Cries and 
Ejaculattons, interrupted her here: My 
dear Child; fa'd ſhe, I am infinitely 
_ aftoniſA'd with your preſent Behaviour. 
What have you done? What ſad Crime 


have you been guilty of thar ſhould oc- 


caſioſi ſuch ſevere Reflections on your- 
ſelf * Or ſhall J ſpare you the Shame of 
repeating it, and tell you my own Suf- 
picions, that you have committed Folly 
with um the Foobtma n? 

O Madam! ſays Ehuilin; yon liave 


feſs my Guilt will be 4 freth Renewal of 


my - Sorrows and my Shame; and to 


deny it wilt be to ne Purpoſe, fines in 
viii hal T Endeavour to hide that whiefr 


2 little Fane muſt neceſſarily diſcover, 
Let me then crave fo-muclt Indulgence 


from you ds to heat my Story with Pa- 
tience, and then judge whether 1 have 


not Reaſòn to afflict myſelf, and even to 
ſeek a Refuge in the Grave from the 


Evik which L have brought upon me, 
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as well; as on you my moſt dear ad 
tender Parents. 

Emilia then proceeded to recount 
to her Mother every Thing that had 
pait bet wixt Tum and her, eſpecially the 
Manner of his deluding her into a Perſua- 
ſion, that he was a Gentleman ot Fortune; 
of his pretended Friendſhip and Intimacy 
with Lord Forage ; how he had inveighled 
her roa clandelfine Marriage, and that her 
- informing him of her Pregnancy was the 
Occaſion, as the was now but too well 
convinc'd, of his ſudden and precipitate 
Flight; with every other particular as 
has been before related. And now Ma- 
dam, added. the, I appeal to vou. whe- 
ther I have not all Mic Reaſon in the 
World to torment myſelf, nay to curſe 
my Indiſcretion and wiltul, Obſtinacy; 
for taking no better a Director, for my 
Guide, in a Matter of. ſuch Importance 
than my own weak and filly, Judgment? 
O! Why did I not conſult. with you and 
other E 3 v ho have Experience and 
Underſtanding, who know the T ricks | 
and, Deceit of Mankind too well to he im- 
pos d upon? Ah! why indeed ? but that 
the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all; Things, ſee- 
ing how much I truſted to my own 

Ee. 


Strength, was 
a woeful Proo 
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tures. To reproach her for her Miſcon- 
duct, ſhe thought would be adding. 
Weight to the Burden with which ſhe. 
ſaw 1 ** already too much oppreſs d, and 
how to adviſe her, ſhe was Ro the pre- 
n at 3 Loſs. For ſhe knew me 
Violence of Horatios Temper fo well, 
that ſhe RA the 3 of ac- 1 
n with this diſaſtrous Affajar. 
But yet know it he muſt ſooner or later; 
and therefore -ſhe muſt take her Oppor- 
tynity, when ſhe ſaw him in one of his 
beſt . to break it to him. But 
perceiving that Emilia ſtood more in 
need of Conſolation than Chaſtiſement, 
rightly judg d that Lenitives were more 
proper for her Caſe than Corroſives; and 
therefore made her this gentle Reply. 
Daughter, ſaid ſhe, that 1 am greatly 
troubled for your Misfortune, you will 
eaſily believe; however, I would not 
have you think your Condition ſo de- 
ſperate, as to be utterly paſt Relief, tho 


in ſome Reſpects paſt a Remedy. You 
ate not tl firſt young Lady that has 
pheen roþbb'd of her Honour thro the de- 
1 cenful Wiles and Perjuries of Men. 
LNumberleſß are the Inſtances that might 
be produc d to confirm what I ſay. And 
T doubt not but fuch prudent Meaſures 
may be taken as to heal this Wound in 
Four Reputation, at leaſt fo far as to 
Keep it from the Knowledge of the 
World. However, let it be your Care, 
att leaſt for the preſent, to keep the Se- 
eret ſafe in your own Breaſt, nor give 
Room, by any ill-tim d Exceſſes in your 
Words or Actions, to the Tongue of 
Slander to inſinuate your Conſciouſneſs 
of Guilt. The greateſt Difficulty will 
be to moderate your Father's Paſſion, 
when I ſhall tell him of your Misfor- 
rune. But you may reſt fatisfied in this, 
that I will do all in my Power to prevail 
on him to join with me in ſach Mea- 
tures as ſhall be fuitable to the preſent 
Emergency. Therefore dry up your 
Eyes, and calm the Storm that makes, 
ſuch Havock in your Soul. I doubt 
not, but before I ſleep, -T ſhall be able to 
ng you News of your Fathers kind 
8 8 N gl e I 
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and paternal Regard for tlie Peace and 
Welfare of his darling Daughter. 
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Emilia thank d her for her undeſeryed 
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Goodneſs; wiſh'd, but doubted her Suc- 


ceſs, her Mind foreboding greater IIIs 


than ſhe had yet felt; that however ſhe 
was determin d to reſign herſelf to the 
Will of Heaven, and never to murmur 
or repine at her Sufferings, how ſevere 
ſoeyer they were, ſince, ſhe: had juſtly 


deſervd the worſt. that could. befal her. 


- Sophronia commended. her Reſolution, 
and went immediately to. ſeek out Ho- 
ratia; whom ſhe found alone in the 
Garden. After ſome prefatory Diſcourſe 
about indifferent Things; Horatio, faid, 
ſhe, I have. an Affair to acquaint. you. 
with, which concerns you very nearly 
to know, yet it is of ſuch a Nature that 
J am not at Liberty to tell it you, un- 


le& you Will firſt promiſe, that when 


you have heard it, you will not break 
out into an Exceſs of Paſſion, but rather 
hearken to ſuch Advice as Prudence and 
Moderation ſliall direct. Very well, 
ſays he; ſo, my Dear, I muſt ſubſcribe, 
to your Terms of Peace, when perhaps. 
I-fhall have Reaſon to declare War with 
all my Forces. This is ſomething like 
5 1 1 . 
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- French Policy; however, as the Enemy 
bas employed ſuch a powerful Media- 
trix as Sophronia, T agree to the Pre- 
liminaries, but expect that you will deal 
fairly and ingenuouſly, and not ſhew 
4 bereehnet Tr ke 
undertaken. Agreed, ſays ' i. wang : 
and now arm yourſelf. with Patience, 
and hear me without Interruption, 
while I relate to you a Misfortune that 
has befel our Family, which J am ſenſible 
will very greatly affect you. With this 
| Preface The introduces the whole Tranſ- 
action between his Daughter Emilis and 
the Footman; her preſent. Condition; 
and the Trouble and ie of Soul 
ſhe was in for her Folly, aid the Difprace 
ſhe had brought upon herfelf and Fa- 
mi cb obſerv d, that ſhe was 


— 


Hands upon herſelf. : In Hurt, lat nc 
Affliction was ſo very. great, and her 


more need of Comfort and Advice, than 
any harſh Dealings for Her uphappy, 
Hlorati, before he had heard half her 
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be might conſider what Courſe heſhould 
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Story thro', began to redden, his Breaſt 


| heav'd with the Paſſion 755 Was Sather- 


ing in it, and ſuch Fury appear d in bie 
Looks, as ſcem'd to be n Nai 10 


Destruction to all about him; PRE 


he {mether'd his Anger as well as he 
could ti Jt Sophrbnig had done; and or 
bid her leave him for à ſhort Space, that 


take on this extraordinary Occaſion. 3 
bronia retird; when no longer 


. able to contain His Paſſion, he ave t 
Vent in ſuch. Exclamations as theſe! 


Good God! Why is this Perverfiom in 
the Order of Nature? Why are Chil- 
dren; which in the ficred Oracles of 
Truth are called Bleſſings, given me as 


as à Curſe! Is it not enough for us to 


bear the wayward and perverſe 1 
of their Childhood, the Care of ' their 


Education, the Perperual Fatigue of 


guarding chem againſt Evils' and rrors 
of every Sort, til they ir at "Feats | 


| 8 Maturity ; but that; when they come 
to ſuch a Stage of Life, when Senſe and 


Diſcretion ſhould take Place, and Reaſon 


be their Guide, we muſt have the Mor- | 


tification to ſee all our Cares and Pains 
8 and our Hopes en, 
8 . 
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bs Raſhneks, WT Folly, by the 3 | 
lence of ſome irregular Appetite, which 
in an Inſtant will ande and e 2 


the Fiſh of the Sea? Aber breed up their 
Young, but feed them no longer than 
they are able to provide for themſelves ; 
then turn them adriſt, and leave them 
to the Charge of Providence... . But how 
hard is the Fate of Man, who gets 
Children to multiply Sorrows. for his 
old Age? But why do I weary. myſelf 
with Reflections of this Kind? Reſolution 
and Firmneſs become me better than un- 
wall Exclamations. I remember it 
was {id of King Philip IVth of Spain, 
that when his Sor n, who had been guilty 
of ſome great Offence by which he had 
forfeited Ris 1 Life, petition'd his F ather for 
Pardon, and as a Motive to prevail on 
him to extend his Mercy to him, ſaid, 
that he was his Majeſty's own Fleſh and 
Blood; the King anſwer d with a Frown, 
When my Blood is corrupted I grue my 
Arm - the Surgeon; and immediately 
order d him for Execution. . was 


Cd 


acting 


„ 
acting as became the Dignity both of a 
Sovereign and of a Man. For the Weak- 


neſs of Nature ſhould never prevail 


againſt the Demands of Juſtice; ſince, 


it that was allowed, the Laws would 


foon loſe their Force, and our Courts of 
Juſtice be quickly ſilent. - But now, 
what muſt I do in the preſent Cafe? My 
Girl, whom I nurtur'd up with all my 


Care, and lov'd with the utmoſt Ten- 


derneſs, has been guilty of a moſt atro- 


cious Offence. Shall I, for this, turn' 


her out of Doors, and give her up to 


Want and Infamy 2 Or muſt J ſtill keep 
her, to be the living Monument of her 
_ own Shame, and the conſtant Diſgrace 


of my Family: Is there no middle Way 


between theſe two Extremes? Let mie 
conſider — After a Turn or two — 


Now I think I have it, and my Refo- 
Jution is fix d. Then calls Sophronia, 


who was in another Part of the Garden, 


very anxiouſly waiting for the Iſſue. 
Goephronia, ſaid he, I promis d to keep 
my Paſſion within Bounds, and T have 


been as good as my Word. I have with 


che matureſt Deliberation weigh'd and 
_ conſidered the Caſe you have told me; 
and this is my unalterable Reſolution, 


That 


— 
* 
— 
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That Fo. me CO. A i wilt 
Fo-morrow ſorning early, I wi 
take un rap in the 6 oach. with. me, and 
convey, h ce of Retirement 
about bent) "Miles olf; where ſhe muſt 
remain till Time 15 worn out the Me- 
mory of her ſcandalous Actions. Thus 
have I determin d; and it is in vain to 
ſhlieit me to alter my fix d Purpoſe.” 
Ask me not where ſhe i is to go; for that 
| muſt be a Secret till I think it conſiſtent: 
With ; my. Rees 70 ferch. her home 
| - Sybroris 1 5 Was to wo Purpoſe 
55 1 with him the Unreaſon- 
—.3 carrying her Daughter ſhe! 
knew not where, 0 among People to 
whom the was an utter Stranger; and 
therefore acquieſe di in his Sentence; and 
only faid,, That he hop d the conſider d 
| that Emil ia was ; his own 1 Child, and that 
he would not igcreate her Sufferings by 
any farther Hardſhips, which might 
|; 1 her to Deſpair, and oecaſion ier to 
haſten her own Death. Woman, faid. 
Horatio haſtily, Ill hear no more. — 
you know my Mind — L. yall bel 
obey d. 0 1 
This reſolute and 9 Age, 


ſilenc d Sophronia; and ſhe immediately. 
lele 


* 


e 


left him, and returning ta Emilia, gave 
her an Account of the Succeſs ſhe had 


met with, and of the Reſolution her Fa- 
ther had come to. Emilia ſigh'd, and ſaid 


ſhe was ready to go wherever her Father 
| thought fit to carry or ſend her, were 
it even to the remoteſt Parts of the 
Earth; for then, ſaid ſhe, I ſhall never 


bear the Reproaches which Scandal will 
be ſure to load me with, and ſhall be 
covered by my Obſeurity from the baſe 

Deſigns and Treacheries of Man. 


I)nhe next Morning early, Sophrania 
took Leave of her Daughter with abun- + 
dance of Tears and paſſionate Expreſ= 


ſions; which Emilia return d with equal 
Love and Tenderneſs; and declar'd, 
that, with reſpect to herſelf ſhe was 


perfectly eaſy, and entirely ſubmitted to 


her Father's Pleaſure, not doubting but 

the was ſtill the Care of Providence, 
which, ſhe verily believed, would one 
Day or other vindicate her Innocence, 
and puniſh the Villain who had been the 
wicked Inſtrument of her preſent Oala- 
mities. 


being ſeated, Horatio Went in likewiſe; 


ot. Ou and _. 


— 


The Coach being ready, Emilia was 
culled upon to take her Place in it; and 


. 
_ 
„r 
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and callivg; the Coachman to the Door; 
bid him take the London Road. When 
they had travell d about twenty Miles, 
and ere got into the Middle of a 
Wood, thro” Which the Road lay, he 
orders the Coach to ſtop. Then taking 
Emilia out of the Coach, walk'd with 
her about an hundred Wards into the 
Depth of the Wood, but not out of 
Sight of the Road, and there he ſtops; 
and then turning himſelf to Emilia (tor 
he had. not chang'd a Word with her 
ſince they came out before) he thus 
ſpoke to her: Emilia, I ſhall not now 
upbraid you with the Diſgrace which 
you have brought upon yourſelf and 
me — let your Crime be your Puniſh- 
ment — But this is my Will, that you 
never more on me for your Father, 
as I ſhall diſclaim you for ever for my 
Daughter. Take your Fortune where 
you can find it; but no more call my 
Houſe your Home, nor be feen nearer. 
to it than you now are upon the Peril 
* of your Lite!“ Having fo ſaid, he gave 
her a Purſe of Guineas, returned to his 
Coach, and ordered the Coachmah! to 
turn hs: Horſes, and drive back again. 


Emilia Was +; aftonih'd at the 
95 Words 


* 
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w ords of her Father, that ſhe ſtood like 
one thunder: ſtruck. His monſtrous 
Cruelty in cutting lier off from his Fa- 
mily and Blood; her preſent forlorn Si- 
tuation, in being lett to try, unex- 
periencd as ſhe Was, the Adverſities of 
Life, and alb the Evils the had to expect 
from an ill-natur'd, envious, and pitileſs 
World, without a Friend to adviſe or 
_ aſſiſt, a Parent to help and comfort 
her, or a Husband to protect and guard 
her in the Troubles an Afflicrions which 
ſhe ſaw crouding in upon her from every: 
Quarter; and the difmal- Proſpect: of a 
thouſand Rvils yet to come, wrought 
ſuch a Diſtraction in her Soul, that i it 
was a good while before ſhe c 10 com- 
poſe her Mind fedately to conſider what 
the had beſt to do in this ſtrange Emer- 
gency. At laſt: ſhe fat herſelf down at 
the Foot of à Tree, that ſhe migat, ax 
Leiſure deliberate on this wonderful In- 
eident of her Life, and what Courſe 
he had beſt to ſteer to avoid thoſe Rocks 
and Shelves with which Fortune threats 
en d to obſtruct her Way. After a long 
Conſultation with her own Thoughts, 
ſhe+at laſt refolves to make the beſt of 
her my to London, and to truſt to Pro- 
1 Ca . vidence 
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vidence for the Diſpoſal of her aſter- 
| wards. Her Mind being à little better 
composid than it was, ſhe looks at the 
Purſe which her Father had put in her 
Hand when he left her; and turning out 
the Money, told over an Hundred Gui- 
neas. The Sight of which gave her 
pew Life and Spirits, and ſeem d a pro- 
pitious Omen that there was ſtill ſome 
Happineſs in Store for her. In this Per- 
ſuaſion ſhe chears up herſelf, and goes 
directly to the Place where "be parted 
from the Coach, and leaving the Road 
in which ſhe came, takes to that which 
led for London. This ſhe-follow'd- till 
ſhe came to a large Town where the 
N and Waggons ſtop d that were 
| to that City. She lodg'd at one 
© + the Inns, and agreed for a Place in a 
Coach, which: brought her the next 
Day to an Inn in the Strand. Here 
again ſhe was at a Loſs what to do, and 
here to beſtow: herſelf. After ſhe had 
| thought a little upon the Matter, ſhe 
oes to the Miftreſs of the Inn, and tells 

r, That ſhe was come to Town. on 
Buſineſs, which would require her Stay - 
here for ſome. Time; but being an utter 
| Stranger, would be glad if the would 
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recommend her to a Lodging in ſome 
ſober Family. The Landlady perceiv- 
ing by the ence of her Looks and . 
her unaffected Behaviour, that ſhe ſhould 
run no Hazard in obliging her Gueſt, 
told her ſhe believ d ſhe could; and im- 
mediately ſent for a Gentlewoman in tko 
Neighbourhood, who rented a large 
Houſe on purpoſe to let it out in Lodg- 
ings, by which ſhe maintain d herſelf: 
Mre. Friendiy (for that was her Name) 

eing come, a Bargain was ſoon ſtruck, 
and Emilia went home with her di- 
rectly, aud took Poſſeſſion of her Room. 


_ - Emilia was mightily pleas d with her 


new Situation; and was more fo when, 
upon examining the Contents of a {mall 
Bundle which her Mother had given her 
at parting, ſhe found a Parcel of Child- 
bed Linnen folded together, and in the 
Middle of that a Purſe of fiſty Guineas. 
This Money, with what ſhe had before 
receiv'd from her Father, wou'd; ſne 
thought, with good OEconomy, keep 
her a good while from wanting at leaſt 
the Neceſſaries of Life. However, be- 


ing unwilling, as little as poſſible, to 
diminiſh the main Stock, the deſired 


VMfrxs. Friendly to procure her ſume fn 4 
4 Py RIDA Work 
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Work; for havinga great deal of Time 
upon her Hands, ſhe ſhould be glad of 
ſomething ta keep: ber out of Idleneſs. 
+ Mrs. Friendly baving obſerv'd her ſober 
and diſcrcet Behaviour, had taken a great 
THIS to — and ſoon got her Work 
to employ all her Time. ekt 
Several Months Emilia amus 0 her- 
Elf in this Manner; and ſometimes wit 
reading ſuch Books as Mrs. Friendly 
could lend her, and ſometimes by ſend- 
ing out the Maid to buy: ſuch Packets 
of extraordinary Occurrences that were 
baul d about the Streets. It happen d 
one Day, that hearing a Hawker roar- 
ing out. as if he would burſt his Lungs, 
an Account of the Laſt Dying Words 
and Confeſſion of the Malefactors that 
were lately executed at Jyburn, ſhe had 
2 Mind to gratify her Curioſity in read- 
ing their Caſes; and to her infinite Sur- 
prize and Aſtoniſnment, the firſt Name 
the caſt her Eye upon, was Thomas: 
Sharp!iy, who was condemn'd and ex- 
ecuted for a Robbery on the Highway. 


Upon reading farther, ſhe obſerv d, that: 


he confeſsd his Crime, and the Juſtice 
of his Sentence; that he had formerly 
been a Foot man to Lord Bigg, and. 
| 5 1 n 


( * 
being turn'd away, had hired him ti to 
Horatio, where, pretending himſelf a 
Gentleman in Diſguiſe, he had (by the 
Help of another Footman in a canoni- 
cal Habit) married his Daughter and 
got her with Child, and for Tear of a 
Viſcovery, quitted his Service, and not 
being able to get another, took to the 
Highway, which had deſervedly brought - 
== to this miſerable and ſhameful 
En o 
Having read his Confeſſion chro', ſhe 
was fully convinced, that the ſuffering 
Criminal was the very identical Betrayer 
of her Innocence, who with falſe Pre- 
tences had impos'd on her Underſtand» _ | 
ing, deluded her from her Duty, and by | 
his treacherous Inſinuations, like the 
Tempter of old, had ſeduc d her from 
her Virtue, whereby ſhe had forfeited 
and loſt the Paradiſe of her Parents 
Love, and that Felicity which is the 
conſtant Attendant on conſcious Inno- 
cence, and plung d her into a Sea of 
Miſeries. The more ſhe thought on 
_ theſe Things: the greater Reaſon the  - ; 
ſaw for Thankfulneſs to that xind Pro- 
vidence which had fo ſignally appear d | 
in her Favou”, and had by ſuch a nota- 
ble 
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ble Stroke of its Juſtice, puniſh'd hint 
who had deſignedly done her ſuch irre- 
eee tet) 
But now the Time drew near when 
Nature requir'd to be exonerated of the 
Burden which had been almoſt nine 
Months in growing to Maturity. Emilia 
had hitherto managed the Matter ſo art- 
fully, that no body, not even her Land- 
lady had the leaſt Suſpicion of her being 
with Child; and if ſhe could ſtill keep 

em in Ignorance of her Condition, ſhe 
ſhould think herſelf very fortunate. 'To 

this End ſhe ſpeaks to Mrs, Friendly 
after this Manner, Madam, an Affair 
has happen d which obliges me to go 
into the Country for about a Month. 

I beg the Favour of you not to lett my 
Room in that Time, when you may 
certainly expect my Return; however, 

- that you may ſuffer no Laſs, I will pay 

you for the Month before I go. But 
Mrs. Friendly was fo well fatisfied. of 
EEmilias Honour. that ſhe would have 
refus d it, but being preſs d ſhe. took'it, 
and aſſur'd her that her Lodging ſhould: 

be ready for her whenever ſne return d- 

|, Emilia having thus refolv'd, the next 
Morning packs. up ler few: Effects in 1 : 


p vs =; 
- fall Bundle, takes a Walk into the 

Country, not knowing nor caring whi- 
ther ſhe went; when ſhe was tired, the * 
fat down at ſome Publican's Door, and 

refreſh'd herſelf” with a little Ale, and 
then travell'd on again, till ſhe came to 
va little Houſe on the Back- ſide of a Vil- 
lage. At the Door of it fat the good 

Woman mending ſome old Linnen, and 
| E or three ſmall Children playing 
about her, all very neat and clean, tho 
ö in a homely Dreſs. This, | thought 
Emilia, is the Woman I have been ſeek- 
ing for. Good Woman, ſaid ſhe, will 
Fou give me Leave to fit down and reſt 
| myſelf, for T am really weary. With all 
| my Heart, ſaid ſhe. When Emilia had 
; fat a-while, My good Friend, ſaid ſhe 
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| again, I thank you for this Favour; but 
1 have yet another to entreat of you. 
I perceive you are a Mother of Chil- 
> dren, and conſequently muſt know what 
Sort of Uſage is proper for a Woman that 
lies in. I am, as you may ſee, very 
big, and I believe within a few Days of 
my Time; but am fo far from my own 
Home that it is impoſſible to reach it be- 
fore I expect my Travail to come on. 

The Favour then that I have to as of 
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The Sight of Which ſoon. prevailed on 
the poor Woman to comply \ with Emilia s 
Requeſt; and the reply, that ſince ſhne 
Jas pleas d to take up With tuch. mean 
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lye-in at*Four Houle; and that . 

ln ul eu Nu, } tor. Which Twill will + 
fatisfy y 15 our Content. Alack, 
xo! : 5 Mehr we TE. oY 171 
Husband goes to Hedging and 
Bing, Anck ue have no Room nor 
Convenjencies* ſor a Gentlew oman of 5 
Faflion. Beſides, if by entertain- 

ou T ſhould bring any Charge-upon. 
© ariſſi, our Juſtices. would puniſh Me 
and perhaps. fend” us both to Bridew eu. 5 
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Fear not, fai Emilia, ſuppoſing the 

Vorſt that can happen, that is, my. 
Death, you ſhall {ee I atm able to fave you. * , 
harmleſs from: any Loſes you can poſ- 

nbly ſuſlain by lch. an Accident; and, n 
if T hve, that it is in'my Power to re- 4 


ward your Civilities to. your utmoſt | 


With; at the fame Time" pulling. out a 


Handful of Guineas, ſhew'd them to her- 


hy 


Accommodations. * as | her | Houſe: could. 

_ offord, the u ould do lier beſt to ſerve 5 
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for a Gentle wont nan in het Condition! 


and fo bid her Welcome. 


In leſs than a Weck's "Tire Emilia 
Was brought to Bed .of 'a dead Child, 
This however gave her bur!ittle Un- 


. cafineſs; nay, ſhe reckon d it as another 


Inſtance of the Divine Favour, in tak- 


ing that away, which, otheriyiſe, might 


have been a Mark of her Folly and In- 


famy as long as ſhe livd. ,The Woman 
took all imaginable Care of her during 


the whole Time of het Lying-in; by 
which Means, at the End okt tlie "Month, 


ſhe was perfectly recovered, hep youth- 


ful Bloom and Vigour return d, and all 


the Charms of her former Beauty ap- 


pear'd in their-full Luſtre: 2 
Emilia being now freed from her Tn- 


5 cumbrance, and finding her ſelf in per- 
152 Health, be an to think of return- 


ing to ber Lo odꝗdgings in tlie Straud. 
Calling therefore Her k kind Hoſteſs to her, 
ſhe thus beſpeaks her. My dear Nurſe, 


faid ſhe, next to the Goodnels of | 
Heaven, 1 am to return my ſincereſt 


Thanks ro you tor the infinite Care and 


Indulgence that T have found at your 
Hands ever ſince you was fo kind to 


a me ander your Protection. It 
N D d 2 now 
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now remains that I ſatisfy you for your 
Trouble; tell me what it is you require ? 


and the next. 
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Madam, ſays the Woman, I ſhall leave 
that wholly to your own Generoſity. 
Well then, ſays Emilia, there's ten Gui- 
neas for you; and if thats not enough, 
ſpeak, and you ſhall have what will 
content you. Dear Madam, ſays the 
Woman, it is a great deal more than 1 
expected, or indeed deſerv d for the ſmall 
Trouble I have had in 2 you. 


I have been at no Expence, becauſe you 
paid for every Thing you wanted, and 


beſides, maintain'd my Family ever ſince 


you have been here. Pray God in 
Hleaven bleſs you, and give you your 
Heart's Deſire, and may your Goodnef5 
and Charity to us be rewarded with the 


greateſt Happineſs both in this World 
I thank. you, faid Emilia, for your 
good Wiſhes, and am very well pleaſed 
thar you are ſo. But now I muſt leave 
you, and return to London from whence 
T came; but muſt beg the Fayour of 

our Husband to bear me Company, to 


ine me the neareſt Way, otherwiſe I ; 


ſhall be puzzled to find it, having never 
been here before, This was eaſily 
. granted 


TR | 
granted, and the Man waited on her till 
they came into the òtrand, where ſhe 
_ difmiſs'd him giving him a Crown for 
his Trouble. 15 2 
_ Emilia then went to her old Lodging, 
and was kindly-receiv'd by Mrs. Friend- 

Being once more in Poſſeſſion of 
her Chamber, ſhe confined herſelf cloſely 
to it, employing herſelf at her Needle as 
| ſhe had done before. Mrs. Friendly had 


2 Spinnet, which no body uſing, Emilia 


begg'd the Favour of its being plac'd in 
her Room; and as ſhe could play upon 
it admirably well, and had an excellent 
Voice, by joining the one to the other, 
ſhe made a delightful Harmony at ſuch 
Times as ſhe had a Mind to unbend her- 
ſelf from her Work. 
It happen'd, that a young Gentleman, 
whom we ſhall call Portius, lodg d in 
the ſame Houſe. Portius had been a 
Student in one of the Inns of Court, 
had gone thro' his Courſe of Studies, 
and taken the Degree of Barriſter ; but 
being poſſeſs d of a handſome hereditary 
Fortune of his own, did not deſign to 
make the Law his Buſineſs, otherwiſe 
than as a neceſſary Accompliſhment for 
2 Gentleman; and intended very ſpeed- 
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ily to quit the Town, and retire. to his 
Eſtate in the Country. : 


- Portins's Chamber was on the Rind 
Floor, and adjoining to Emilia's; and 
he had often. been moſt agreeably enter- 
taind with her Voice and Inſtrument, 
but could never have an Opportunity of 
ſeeing her Perſon. One Wersen in 
particular, he was even raviſh'd to hear 
bac the following Song, with Airs 
on the Spinnet ſo peculiarly adapted to 
the a eu of it, that it made a more 
than ordinary Tmpre lon upon him. n 


age: treter en | 
5 8 8 0 N l 


Why, pe great — | 
* Man fo perfidious in Love? 
His Oaths are but Miles; ak 
1 his Smiles; 
Nis Jous are at bett 
I Farce and 8 Ne, 
0. where fall * wander 8 _ and. 5 
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- The Maid unexperienc 'd be het 


With ſpecious Pretences and Lier; 3 
Hell wheedle and cg, 
And [lily cologue + . 
But M os to the Fair 
That lends him an Ear, 


0 7 OT 1 e 


How v feeble is . at 1 8 
How weak is the Power we boaſt 3 
Dur Charms he applauds, 

And ſwears by the Gads 
Mere Angels. of Light — 
| ' Then bids us Goed N Your: 
0 3 (ball I, &. - 


Did Beauty dema pr a Re, Ade 7 
Does Virtue deſerve a Rs F 
Hot wicked, how vile, 
Is the Man that can ſpot 
The Work that both Low”: 
. Heaven approve. a 
o where . J. . . 
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Bl The Jewel which now he efteems, - 
'1 Poſes, but a Pebble it ſeems ; 
Wu The Charmer enjoy d, 
His Paſſion is cloy'd; 

- The Angel before, 

He values no more: 


f 0 where ſball I, &. 
77 e Nymphs that range over the Plain | 


Beware of the amorous Swain; 


j . Diſcuiſed like Jove, 


— 


1 All Shapes be will prove; 

1 Smile, flatter and court, 
Bi Ruin's his Sport: 
i 2. rove and TN wander — but always 
1 from Man. 5 
| Fortis, after this, was very deſirous 


f ſeeing the Lady who had given him 
bi o much Pleaſure, dur wanted an Excuſe 
o introduce himfelf into her Company. 
| e therefore applies to Mrs. Friendly, 
nd deſires to know who the Lady was 
That lodged in the Chamber next his; 


rr 


Ehat he had a great Mind to have ene, D = : 
Eonverfation with her; but chat ſhe 8 Rs = 
's 2 = hs that 15 could find no Op-- . 2 7 5 


oo SR. © 
Portunity or Pretence of obtaining ſuch 
a Favour; and therefore entreated Mrs. 
Friendly to contrive ſome way of intro« 
ducing him into her Company. Mrs. 
Friendly, in Anſwer, faid, That the La- 
dy he ſpoke of, had lodged with her a- 
bout ten Months; that ſhe knew no- 
thing of her Family or Circumſtances: 
that the always kept herſelf very cloſe and 
retired; that Nobody ever came to viſit 
her, neither had ſhe been out of her 
Doors fince ſhe had been there, except 
once for a Month, when ſhe went into 
the Country, but where, or for what 
_ Purpoſe, ſhe did not know; that ſhe ap- 


peared ſo abſolutely reſerved, that it 
ſeemed as if ſhe had fixt a Reſolution of 


debarring herſelf from all Company 
whatſoever ; however, to oblige him, 
ſhe would try of what Temper ſhe was, 
and he ſhould ſoon know the Reſult. 
| Accordingly the next Morning Mrs. 
Friendly goes to Emilia's Apartment, and 
tells her the was come to breakfaſt with” 
her. Emilia faid ſhe was always very 
glad of her Company, and the more fo, . 
s ſhe had Nobody ſhe could fo freely 
| converſe with as herſelf. After the firſt 
| rt of Compliments and Chit-char 


Cr 
by. 1 7 ; r . 21 
3 * 9 . <4 42 
T * 4 1 "# * =" - ” 
— . * 4 Wel \ © 2 4 Rm * * 
% | 5 4. a 8 
* » 2 s : — 9 hy dog 


1 
* 

5 ” . - * 

8 > x 

28 1 
—— — 

* 2 7 
NW 3 tg. © : } 
. . ES: U 


N - _ = — I% © * 
_ 3 * ene 5 A 5 
— * 4 1 2 — — — — 
rr 4 * 2 - 
ö n - a . 
” "4 - ” 
9 0 
-t . 
* 
9 * . 


** — . Dr 


— 


> 118 Ty 
as: over, 18 Friendly,. with a little 


favcr, yet courteous Air, began with 
her in this Manner. Madam, {aid ſhe, 


i is a Matter of Admirati6n with me, 


that you live ſo entirely ſequeſter d from 
the World, as if you had no Concern 


in it, or that it had given you ſuch a 
Dilguſt, that you ate reſolved never to 
be reconciled to it. I don't ſee that you 


hold any Commerce or Correſpondence 


with any Body; you ſeem to have 


abandan'd the Pleaſures of Friendſhip 

and Acquaintance; and as to ſuch in- 
gocent Diverſions and Amuſements as 
are ſuitable to your Age and Sex, I know. 
of none you have, but what you make 
yourſelf. Jam ſure you don't want 


Wit or Capacity, or any Accompliſh- 


ment to render you an agreeable Com- 
panion. If you ſay that you have no 
Friend or Acquaintance in Town, with 
whom you .can be free and ſociable ; 
give me Leave to introduce you into 


Company, which I promiſe you ſhall, 
be ſtrictly conformable to the Rules of, 


Honour and Virtue. | 
Emilia reply'd, that ſhe had Hoes 


made herſelf a kind of voluntary Re- 


claſe in her own 1 Lodgings; - and as it 
ers 
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were, banith? 4 herſelf froin Society 3b 
for What Reaſon ſhe acted ſo en 5 
à Part, was a Secret which the was IF 
then at Liberty to diſclole: But, hows 
ever, the had not, vaken ſuch an abſolute | 
Diſtaſte to the Pleafures of Life or agree- 5 


able Converſation, but iinder proper ke? 


ſtrictions, ſhe mi ight be iduc d to allow 
herſelf ſome Tadul ence. I am glad to- 
hear it, ſays Mrs. %); for in my, 5 
Opinion, vou. have hitherto led a very. 
Melancholy Kind of. Life; and pray, 
for the tube; let us Have 4 more 
friendly and. ſociable ors than, 
we have yet hag; ro which End it is my 
Requeſt that you breakfaſt with me 
To - morrow*+ Morning. 1 Will, aid 
Emilia, but upon this Condition, that 
if 1 thould ſee any Reaſon to withdraw. 
myſelf, you will not take it as an Of- 
fence. This Was readily agreed to. 
The next Morning, at the uſual Hour, 
Mrs. Friendly ſent der Servant to let 
Emilia know that Breakfaſt was ready. 
She came down accordingly; but had 
ſcarce ſeated herſelf befare Portius (as it 
had been concerted between Mrs. 
i e way and him) 8 her go down n 
4 yed her and came dh the 
Room | 
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Room, as it were by Accident, bein 
elsd only in his Night-gown. and 
Slippers. Emilia ſeeing him enter, im- 
mediately fancied that ſome Plot. was 
laid to her Prejudice, and was crting 
up to be gone. But Mrs. Kae ly 
would by no Means ſuffer her to. ſtir, 
ſaying, that ſhe would ſtrictly keep the 
Agreement they had. Yeſterday, made, 
and hop'd that, ſhe would. not be the firſt; 
to break it. Madam, ſays Portius, IL 
am perſuaded you will have the Good - 
neſs to forgive this Intruſion of a, 
Stranger into your Company, when you, 
know that I often take the Freedom of, 
ſuch familiar Viſits to Mrs. Friendly, to 
chat away an Hour or two, when more 
ſerious Affairs do not require my Pre- 
ſence elſewhere. And, met hinks, Con- 
verſation is a pleaſant Relaxation to the 
Mind after an intenſe Engagement either 
in Buſineſs or Study; eſpecially if there 
be no Deſign in the Parties converſing 
together, but purely to amuſe and en- 
tertain one another with agreeable or 
profitable Diſcourſe, Sir, ſaid Emilia, 

if J am not miſtaken, the Topicks of 
Converſation, may, for the moſt Part, 


be rang d under three general He 


* 
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of Buſineſs, Diverſion, and Iriprove- 
menr. The firſt is managd berweew » 
People in Trade, and fuch as wraffelt 
with Mankind in various Kinds of Deal“ 
ings and Commodities. As 0 rhe: 


and entertain. Une an 4 
other with — of Win, ; 
Humours, Songs, dehes, ä 
Sorts of Merriment, — 4 
reſpective e exhi by cha 


generous Wine they drink. "This: King 
_ of Converſation, 1 apprehend, may be 
very ä — CIR carried on, —2 


the Company conform themftees — 

Decorum in Aion and 5 
E but there is the — 
Reaſon to believe, if one ma 14 
Credit to thoſe. who / have been | 
at ſuch Entertainments; that it is br 
ſeldom. that either Docorum er Decency,” 
is, in any Relpedt, obſerv d on heise 
Occaſions. You will retort upon m., 


no Doubt, that the Ee ng - 

as great Excelles, when they meet ta- 
—— over & Diſh: of harmleſs Fan 
and that their Converſation generally: 
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Diſputants, I leave you to Jae 


„„ 
fone of their oun Sex. I grant that 
this is but too often the Caſe; and there- 
re they muſt not expect me for 
their Advocate in a Cauſe, Which, 
in Conſcience J cannot defend. The 
third Head of - Converſation” Which 
I mentioned, was Improvement. By this 
LIunderſtand, a free Communication of 
 fackh Knowledge as each Member of the 
Company may Fhave attained in any Part 
of Literature. Art or Science which he 
. Bee alſd a difpaſſionate and candid. 

1 


iſcuflion of ſuch Points as may be pro- 
\ the Tendency of which is to in- 
or benefit the Hearers. But how” 
—_ this View is purſued by Maden, 
e. But, 
— | 


Sir, I ask Pardon for engrofling 


f your Time with my Inipertivencez 


only Defign in throwing out theſe 
look ons, was to ſhew — hazardous 
it is for Innocence and Virtue te mix in 
: _ Converſation of aur Youth of Minh: 
. ER . 
Madam, faid Portine, 1 am fo- br from | . 
deeming what yeu have advanced as im- 
pertinent, as you are pleaſed to miſcon⸗- 
F firucir, that I have heard you with infi- 
nite © Delight. You have explained} your / 


Argument 
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Argument with ſo much ,-Perſpicuify: | 
and Concifeneſs, that yon have left me 
nothing to add more than to expatiate 
on the Delicacy of your Taſte, your hap- 
py Elocution, and the Sweetneſs of your 
Expreſſion. There was certainly at your 
Birth a | moſt auſpicious Conjunction of 
the Planets; and Venus and Mercury 
united their Powers, and jointly ſhed. 
their moſt benign Influence on you, 
whom they deſign'd for their Favourite. 
Thus the one having lent you her Beau- 
ty, and the other his Wit, no Wonder 
you are the Phoenix of the Age. But, 
Madam, you have one Quality, Which 
is entirely your own, and an excellent 
one it is, for it throws a Luſtre on all 
your other noble Endowments; I mean 
your Modeſty, which I am ſenſible I 
ſhould greatly offend ſhould J ſpeak of it 
in a Manner agreeable to my own Senti- 
ments: Yet pardon me fair Lady, when 
I fay, that your Reſervedneſs is not only 
an Injury to yourſelf but to the Public, 
which is thereby deprived of one of the 
brighteſt Ornaments of the preſent Age, 
and the moſt illuſtrious Conſtellation; of 
Graces and Virtues that ever united in 
the Formation and Embelliſhments of one 
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ef. your Sen. 'You are like a rich Miſer, 
who hides his Jewels and his Gold in his 
Coffters; and as he is not a Penny the 
better for the immenſe Riches in his 
_ - Poſſeſſion, ſo he churliſhly deprives Man- 

kind of the Uſe of that Wealth, which, 
E put into the common Stock of Trade 


i | mmerce, might be of univerſal 
|  Benefis ol 


N 
Sit, faid Emilia, I perceive what Ap- 
' plication you are going to make of your 
ſpun Doctrine: but take Care you 
don't deduce wrong Concluſions from 
Principles not founded on Reaſon or Fact: 
and conſider, that the fineſt Structure, 
built upon a ſandy Foundation, will not 
be of logg Duration. You have faid a 
great many fins Things to me, which, 
perhaps, are no more than a Repetition 
ok the ſame Compliments you have paid 
an hundred Times over to others of my 
Sex. Tis true, my Stock of Reaſon is 
bur ſmall, yet I think T have a Suffici- 
ency to direct me in diſtinguiſhing Truth 
from Falſhood, and J aſſure you, Sir, tho 
all che World ſhould join with you in your 
Encomiums on me, I am fo fenſible of 
my own Frailties and Imperſectious, that 
thefe will always preponderate in * 
= | = | | 8 


} 
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Scale of my own Judgment. Flattery is 
generally the Engine made uſe of by your 
Sex in attacking the Fair; and the Rea 
ſon. is, becauſe you know that is our 
weakeſt Side. But believe me, it wou d 
be a much nobler Token of your Bra 
very to batter in Front, than endeavour - 
to undermine our Walls by Sapping. I 
mean, it would be more ingenuous wt - 
your Addreſſes to a Lady, to tell her 
what ſhe really is, than to perſuade her 
ſhe is of a Species of Beings which have 
no Exiſtence but in your own Imagina- 
tion. You muſt certainly have a very 
mean Opinion of that Woman's Under- 
ſtanding, who, you imagine, can fancy 
herſelf the wonderful Creature your 
Flattery would make her. —— Bur Tis 
Time to have done with ſuch a trifling 
Subject, as well as for me to retire to m 
Chamber. 
Portius would have waited on her uf 


, 


Stairs, but ſhe poſitively refus d that 


Compliment; however, he would not 
part with her till he had extorted a Pro- 
miſe from her to oblige him with her 
Company the next Morning at Break- 
_ faſt in his Apartment; which the granted 

ee - 8 Fi 767! "ooh 
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' ;only-upon Cough: that. Mrs, Friend! 7 
ſhcald/be there hkewile. 1 of 

Emilia had no ſooner took bite Leave 
but Portius, no longer able to reſtrain 
the Raptures that fill'd his Soul, gave 
them. Utterance in fuch Expreſlions as 
theſe... What à charming Creature is 
this Lad y! Tue! modeſt is her De- 
\meanor-! hob graceful her Action] how 
ſolid her Judgment! how lively her Wit! 
Beautiful as an Angel, yet chaſte as a 
Veſtal! Where can 1 fad \uch another 
Wyman; fo .compleatly adorn'd with 
ey Excellence that beautifies her Sex: 
Shall I neglect fo great a Bleſſing which 
Providence feems purpoſely to have 
thrown in my Way to make me the ha p- 
pieſt of Mortals? No, Mrs. Friendly, 
I love her bey ond the Power of Ex- 
n and tho! it ſhould happen, that 
e fliould not be worth a Groat in the 
World, yet her Merits are an ineſtimable 
Portion, and of | infinitely. greater Value 
than the richeſt Giſts of Fortune. Let 
me therefore entreat-this Favour! of you, 
Madam, that as ſoon as we are ſet do un 
to Breakfaſt To- morrow Morning, you 
will by your previous Order be called 
away, and leave 2 Lady. and. - to- 
| Nein 
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gether. This, Mrs. Friendly made no 
Difficulty to "promile, adding, chat ſhe 
was well aſſur d he thould have uo Cauſe: 
to repent her putting ſueh an entire Con- 
fidence in his Honour. | 
Morning being come, Mrs. Frimally, 
at the 2 Hour, goes to Portins's 
Room, to ſee in What Forwardneſs his 
Breakfaſt was, and to put his Tea- Table 
in proper Decorum. When every Thing 
was in Readineſs, ſhe repairs to Emilia, 
to introduce her to Portius, Who im- 
patiently waited her coming. Emilia 
would fdin have excus d herſelf, but Mrs.“ 
Friendly would have no Denial, and 
taking her by the Hand, with a Rind of 
. Violence, led ber ro tis Cham- 

enn f 
Portius, at her ee faluted ner 2 
Vith great Reſpect, and paid his Com- 
pliments in ſuch Terms as theſe. Madam, 
faid he, the Honour of this Viſit has 
compleated my Happineſs. When 1 
conſider the Smallneſs of my own Me- 
rits, Tam furpriz'd at your Condeſcenſion; 
but when I reflect on your natural Can- 
dour, Humanity, and Benevolence, my 
Wonder ceaſes, and Love ſucceeds to 
Admiration. Sir, ſaid Emilia, you was: 
8 F f * 5 | certainl * 
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gertainly a very happy Man before, ſince 
the Addition of ſo inſignificant a Trifle 
as my Compa Us has compleated your 
Felicity. I mu confeſs, indeed, there 
is too * Eaſineſs in my Temper, or I 
| ſhould not with ſuch Facility have given 
my Company to a Gentleman whom 1 
have never ſeen but once before. How- 
ever, f you would have me believe I 
am welcome, you will drop your Com- 
pliments; for Sincerity is of Sterling 
Value, but Compliments a mere glit- 

tering Tinſol, — current no where but: 

among Knaves and Fools. 
Madam, faid Portins, Lam entirely of 
your Opinion. For Ceremony and 
faſhionable Regards have ſo — d the 
Place and Form of true Friendſhip, that 
a Friend now a-Days, is not known by 
BY his Profeſſions ; it is his Actions only 
tlat muſt diſcover the Sincerity of the 
Man; yet, give me Leave to ſay, there 
is a Civility and Reſpect due to every 
Perſon according to the Rank which he 
holds in Life. Beauty always challenges 
our firſt Regards; and if that is accom- 
panied with Good- nature and Affability, 
a Man muſt be of a very moroſe and 
end T emper, who is not inſpir d with 
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a moro than · ordinary Degree of Pleaſurey 
and Satisfaction, When entertain d A. 
Lady thus happily accompliſhd. 
- Portins was going on to ſay all the 
fine Things that his Wit and this for- 
tunate Occaſion could ſuggeſt ; when he 
was interrupted by Mrs. Friendly's Ser- 
vant, who acquainted her that a Gen- 
tleman below wanted her about Buſineſs. 
Mrs. Friendly begg'd their Excuſe for 
leaving them fo abruptly, but promis d 
to be with them again preſentixy.r.t.ek 
Now was the critical Moment come 
Which Portius had fo earneſtly wiſhd 
for. The lovely Object, which had fo 
enchanted his Soul, was before him; 
and he muſt now either declare his 
Paſſion, or, perhaps, for ever languiſh 
in Expectation of ſuch another Oppor- 
tunity. But, tho on other Occaſions, 
he did not want Wit, Spirit, or Elocu- 
tion to expreſs himſelf to the Purpoſe, 
now, when he ſtood in the greateſt 
Need of thoſe uſeful Qualities ( — Mas 
the Awe of Emilia's Preſence, the Vio- 
lence of his Paſſion, and the Fear of 
2 Repulſe) his Tongue faulter d. his 
Hands trembled, his Countenance 
Lange, and his Mind was ſo agitated 
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with a Diverſity of Paſſions that the“ 
he offer d more than once to ſpeak, he 
had not the Power to proceed. Senſible 
and aſham'd of his Puſillanimity, yet 
his Paſſion, ſwelling for Utterance, ſo 
ſhock d his Spirits, that tho* he endea- 
voured to hide his Confuſion by taking 
up his Cup to drink his Tea, yet even 
that ſerv'd only to demonſtrate the Per- 
turbation of his Mind; for as often as he 
liſted up the Cup, his Hand fhook to 
that Degree, that, not being able to 
carry it to his Mouth, he was forc'd to 
ſet it down again. Emilia perceiv'd his 
Diſorder, and gueſſing, yet ſeeming ig- 
norant of the Cauſe of it, ſaid, T am 
afraid you are not well, Sir; if you 
pleaſe I will call Mrs. Friendly. Madam, 
ſaid Portius, I muſt confeſs I am ſeiz d 
with a ſudden IIIneſs; I feel an unna- 
tural Palpitation at my Heart, and an 
unwented Depreſſion of Spirits; how- 
ever, as my Phyſician is preſent, who 
alone has the Skill to cure my Diſeaſe, I 
am not apprehenſive of any dangerous 
Conſequences. When the Cauſe of a. 
Diſtemper is known, it's ſaid, the Cure 
is half perform d. O Love, how; un- 
aceountable is thy Power:! how N 
r | | 10W 
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how contrary. thy Effects! ſome it makes 
eloquent! me! it has ſtruck dumb! yet 
Silence, in ſome Caſes; is more eloquent 
than the moſt elaborate Oratory. The 
Heart gives Vent to its Fulneſs in Sighs 
and Tears, or perhaps in broken and un- 
connected Expreſſions; when a knaviſh 
Deſign thall be ſet off and 1 
with all the Flowers of Rhetorick; 
bad | Cauſe, indeed, needs ſuch Helps, 
but a good one ſpeaks tor itſelf. Since 
then this evidently is my Caſe; ſince 
Love has a thouſand Ways of demon- 
ſtrating its Reality, when it is impoſſible 
for Language to deſeribe it; * 
fair Excellence, the Detects of 
Tongue, which finds itſelf incapable *. 
uttering the Paſſion of my Heart ; but 
tho my Love for you is paſt Expreſſion, 
yet my Veneration is equal to my Love. 
J revere thoſe Virtues and Excellencies 
which have enrich'd your Soul, and made 
it the Repoſitory of all Manner of Hap- 
pineſs for that Man whom Heaven and 
you ſhall bleſs with ſuch an ineſtimable 
Treaſure. 

,; 08, id Emilia, I am very much 
ſurpriz d, that a Gentleman of your ex- 
celient Senſe and Underſtanding ſhould 


ON 


— 


(23% * 

vn ſuch flight Grounds entertain ſo high 
an Opinion of one of whoſe Life and 
Morals I am ſure you have but little 
Knowledge. Alas! Sir, how eaſy is it 
for Vice to aſſume the Form and Habit 
of Virtue? What a World of Miſchief 
lies conceal' d under the Appearance of 
Probity and Innocence. What horrible 
Crimes, what deteſtable Villainies hav oy 
been perpetrated under the Mask « 

F riendſhip and the moſt honourable Pre- 
tences. Your Judgment may be de- 
ceiv d, and fo may mine. However, 

am willing to believe, that the Dech- 
ration you have now made to me is ſin- 
cere and ingenuous ; but whether it be 
ſo or not, I will deal ſincerely with you, 
tho perhaps in ſo doing your Regard 
for me will be very much abated. Be- 
hold, Sir, in me a Compoſition of 
Wretchedneſs and Folly ; one' who has 
drank deeply of the bitter Cup of Af- 
fiction; whoſe irregular Actions and 
Miſconduct have render'd the moſt miſe- 


-_ fable of her Sex; whoſe Indiſcretion has 
'— baniſh'd her from the Love and Pro- | 
tection of her Parents, and the Society | 


of her deareſt Friends. Unhappy 7 
ratio I muſt commend, tho F 3 


Gan) 
Jiuſtice, in cutting off ſuch an unworthy 
Miember from thy Family. SLAC 


Horatio! ſaid Portius haſtily ; ſurely 
you don't. mean Horatio of —— ſhire ! 
Indeec, reply'd Emilia, he is the wor- 
thy Gentleman I mean, and myſelf his 
moſt unworthy Daughter. You ſur- 

prize me, anſwer'd Portius; tis true, I 
have no perſonal Acquaintance with Ho- 
ratio; but by Report he is in as much 
Eſteem for his high Worth and uncom- 
mon Merits as any Gentleman in the 
whole County; and I have heard my 
Father Portius, who was intimate with 
him, commend him for his many rare 
Qualities and Virtues. But, dear Lady, 
as you have been ſo candid as to confeſs 
thus much of yourſelf, will you grarily 
my Curioſity fo far as to oblige me wit 
the Particulars of your Story? Alas! Sir, 
ſaid Emilia, how glad ſhould IT be, if 
the Memory of my paſt Actions were 
buried in eternal Oblivion? Or if the Sut- 
ferings J have already felt could in any 
Meaſure mollify my Father's Anger, and 
induce him to receive me once more into 
his Favour? But my Offences are of too 
1 Gg black 
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black a Dye for me to expect fo great a 
Bleſling. However, Sir, as you ſeem 
of a friendly Diſpoſition, I believe you 


will not refuſe to undertake ſo charitable 
an Office, as to prevail on my Father, 
4nfiextble as he is, to zeceive his afflicted 
repenting Daughter once more to his pa- 
ternal Embraces. For this Reaſon, and 
this only, I:will make no Scruple to diſ- 
cloſe to you the very Truth in as plain 
and intelligible Terms as I can; nor will 
Jomit any Fact or material Cireumſtance 
how injurious ſocver the Relation of it 
may prove to my own Character. 
Full fixteen Months have paſs'd over 
my Head ſince the Commencement of 
my, Misfortunes ; before which how ſe- 
vere and happy uas every Moment of 
my Lite? Gay and chearful - was my 
Days; my Mind was void of Cares; nor 
anxious Thought difturb'd my Midnight 
Reſt; Virtue and Innocence ſeem'd 
| pleasd with my Society; 'Jovd by my 
Parents, and carefs'd by my Friends; and 
fo might ſtill have been, had I took Rea- 
| fon for my Counſellor, and advis'd with 
Prudence: But leaving theſe, I lflen'd 
to the guileſul Serpent, that promis d 


| {23s ) 
Heaven, bur robb'd me of my en 
and all my Happineſs together.. 
Here, ſhe related the Story of the 
Footman, the Arts and Schemes he prac- 
tisd to delude her; how ſhe was pro- 
vailed upon to marry him, and in what 
Manner, her Pregnancy, the Diſcovery 
of it by her Mother; her Father's Uſage 
of * and how he convey d her in lis 
Coach into 2 Wood; | her travelling from 
thence to London; her taking Lodgings; 
| how ſhe came inform'd of the Death of 
her villainous Husband ; her Delivery 
of a dead Child in the Country; in 
ſhort, ſhe recited every Thing the could 
recollect, and rather aggravated than at- 
tempted to conceal her F olly and Mis- 
conduct. | 
Thus, Sir, faid ſhe, 7 have given you = 
a faithful, tho melancholy Account of 
the poor, mis · led, unfortunate Emilia, 
who, truſting too much to the Strength 
of her own Judgment, has been taught 
o Experience, that Weakneſs is the 
Property of our Sex. Now, whether I 
deſerve more your Pity or Contempt, 
I know not; but this I am ſure of, that 
if whole Years of Sorrow and Repen- | 
dane might be a Means of reinſtating 
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me in my Father's good Graces, I would 
freely undergo any Penance to obtain 
ſuch a Bleſſing. Having ſo faid, a Flood 
of Tears guſſid from her Eyes, which: 
hinder'd her proceeding any farther. | 

Portius was wonderfully affected at 
the Rehearſal of her Story; and being 
| perſuaded, from the artleſs and unaffec- 
ted Manner of her telling it, that what 
ſhe had declar'd was the very Truth, his 
Eſteem for her, inſtead of being leſſen d, 
was greatly increas d; and therefore, to 
comfort her, made her this Reply. Ma- 
dam, faid he, dry up your Tears, and 
be fatisfied that in me you ſhall find ſuch 
a Friend as you deſire. I promiſe you 
upon my Faith and Honour, that I will 
take the moſt effectual Meaſures to heal 
the Breach that your unfortunate Con- 
duct has made betwixt your Father and 
you.. In order to which, one Thing is 
neceſſary to be done on your Part, that 
is, to agree to the Propoſal I have to 
make. You have, it's true, paſsd a 
ſevere Cenſure on yourſelf; but I look 
upon thoſe Actions which you condemn 
in quite a different Light. Your In- 
| — . Nocenice has been betrayed by a 'Villain, 
 - Who has receiv'd the juſt: Reward of his 
1 3 A Inic uit y, 
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Iniquity. Your Virtue, however, has 

not received any Diminution in its in- 
trinſick Value, ſince your Judgment 


was impos d upon, and you conſented to 
his Solicitations only upon the Suppoſi- 
tion that his Deſigns were juſt and ho- 
nourable. That they were not ſo, was 
not fyour Fault, and has proved your 
Misfortune. My Love for you, there- 
fore, is unalterably the fame, and my 
Purpoſe is abſolutely fix d, that you, pre- 
ferably to all others of your Sex, if you: 
conſent, alone ſhall bleſs my nuptial Bed. 
This will put me in a Situation of effec= 
tuating a Reconcilement with your Fa- 
ther, who, I am wu y well aflured, 
will not think an Alliance with my Fa- 
mily any Diſgrace to his. 

Sir, ſaid Emilia, your Offer is ſo free 
and generous, that it would look like 
Perverſeneſs and Obſtinacy in me, ſhould 
I reſuſe to accept it. Providence ſeems 
again to ſmile upon me,) and willing to 
reverſe my Sufferings by ſome agreeable 
Turn of good Fortune. And ſhall F 
throw the profferd Blefling from me? 
Heaven forbid that I ſhould be guilty or 
ſuch Inpratitude! I may be wrerehes, /- 

but I will never be unthankful; ror wil 
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4 I longer heſitate to put myſelf under 


your Direction. Be you then my Guide, 
my Protector, my Husband, my All; 
but remember you take me with all my 
Faults and Frailties This only can L 
promise, that your Will ſhall always be 
my Law, and your Pleaſure the Subject 
of my unwearied Care and Diligence. 
Enough, ſaid Portius, enough, my 
; lovely Charmer. From this Moment 
date the End of all thy Troubles, and 
the Beginning of a long Flow of Hap». 
pineſs to come. To-morrow's Sun ſhall 


ſee us join d in Ehmen holy Bands; ſoon 
aer which well take our Journey to 


that ancient Seat where my brave An- 
- ceſtors have flouriſh'd for ſome Apes paſt; 
from whence with all the Equipage be- 
fitting our Eſtate, we'll pay a Viſit to 
the virtuous Horatio and the good S- 
Pbronia, preſent them with our Perſons 
and our Duties, and on our Knees be- 
ſeech their Bleſſing. | 
. Portius was punctual to his Word, 
and leſt nothing unfulfill'd of all he 
| * Thus were they both happy 
PVortius in the Acquiſition of a moſt ex- 


cellent Woman for his Wife, and * | 


=» in ſeeing fuch a fortunate Period to all 
= "SM 
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her Adverſities. But what moſt of all 
crown d their Felicity was, that on pre- 
ſenting themſelves to Horatio and So- 
phronia, him they found entirely dif 


sd to a Reconciliation, and not a 


little pleas d that Providence had thwart- 
ed his Deſign - of cutting oft and diſ- 
membring huis darling Daughter from his 
Family and Blood; and as to Sophronia, 
the Joy and Surprize of ſeeing her 
Daughter again, after ſo long an Abſence 
and a thouſand Perplexities which the 
Ignorance of her Fate had occaſion d, 
was ſo great, that ſhe was ſcarce able to 
ſupport it; ſo that ſhe could fay no more 


than O a dear Child! —— and throw- - 
ing her Arms about her Neck, hung upon 
her in that Manner for ſome Time, bath- 


ing her Face with Tears and Kiſſes. Nor 
did Emilia make leſs affectionate Re- 
turns of filial Love and Duty. In ſhort, 
the Scene was inconceivably moving ; 
every Heart overflow'd with Joy, yet 
ſuch a Joy as fetch'd Tears from the 
Eyes of them all. _ 


After the firſt Tranſports, which this 


unexpected Interview had occaſion, 
were a little over, Sophronia ask d her 


Daughter a thouſand Queſtions in re- 


lation 
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Action to the Accidents that had befallen 
her ſince their laſt ſorrowful Parting. 
Emilia's Reply was to this Effect: M 
moſt honoured Parents, on my Knees I 
implore your Pardon for my Offences, 
Which with Sorrow and Grief of Heart 
1 acknowledge myſelf guilty of. I am 
lenſible that I have fail d exceedingly in 
my Duty, and that what I have tutfer'd 
in Conſequence thereof, is but the na- 
tural and neceſſary Effect of my Diſ- 
obedience. I never once, in my own 
impartial Judgment, eondemn d my Fa- 


ther of too much Harſhneſs or Severity 


in his Dealings with me ; but rather com- 
mended his Juſtice in puniſhing me ac- 
" cording to my Deſerts; nay more; 1 
have the greateſt Reaſon imaginable to 
thank him for his Goodneſs, in that at 
the ſame Time that he baniſh'd me from 
his Preſence and Family, he did not leave 
me deſtitute of a Proviſion for my future 
Subſiſtence. But foreſeeing the Neceſ- 
ſities which my moſt unhappy Condition 
would neceſſarily expoſe me to, in his 
great Tenderneſs took Care to mitigate 
my Diſtreſs by his undeſerved Bounty. | 
For which unparalell'd Act of Goodneſs 


may the ſupreme Diſpoſer of our Lives 


and 
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and Deſtinies ſhower down his moſt pe- 
euliar Bleſſings on his reverend Heads 

und prolong his Life to a good old Apes 

may no Uneaſtneſs or Anxiety diſturb 
his peaceful Calm of Life, and when 

Death comes (O may that Day be long 

ere it arrive!) may he be received intò 

the Manſions of : everlaſting Bliſs, and 
enjoy: the juſt Reward of ſuch unex- ' 

_ ampled Piety and Virtue, 

43s to you my moſt dear and honour d 
Mother, my Tears muſt tell, for T have 
not Words to expreſs the deep Senſe T 
have of your Love and unalter d Af- 

fection for mie notwithſtanding my un- 

dut iful Behaviour and the bad Requital 

J have made for the Care and render Re- 

gard you have always had for my Hap- 

pineſs and well-being. Could I have had 
but half the Concern for myſelf as you 
have ever ſhewn for me, and had put in 

Practice but a few of thoſe good Pre- 

cepts and Principles of Virtue Which you 

ſo carefully implanted in my youthful 

Mind, and of which you. yourſelf was 

an eminent Example, I ſhould now have 

had no Cauſe to lament. my Folly and 

Undutifulneſs which have brought upon 

vou a Load of Sorrow and Aﬀtiction | 


| him to add to the Guilrof Tila. me 
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which I am, but too ſenſible you har 
ſufler d an my Account. But alas how . 
he 8 e found in Youth? Fondly 

ed with Notions of their own 

3 and dazzled with. the Brighte 
. 1 Wit, and imaginary Reach 

nderſtanding, they fancy they are 
- Deception, aud not liakile to thoſe 
|= and Impelitions which are fo 
3 was the knaviſh and defign- 

1 e eee 
= wh plit. 
on my .own Sufffciency L 1 it in che 
. Power of a Villain to deceive and ruin 
me. Frogs ence however, in e 
my Lab atmo has. 3 — che 
cel reven my Wr 
e of the Criminal, by 


of my Honaur, the atrocious: Crime af 
E-= on the Highway, by which he 
ited his to the Laws And 


_ now, Madam. 1 wi will give vou the S- 


ion you nd acquaint you 
with. the Siory _ my Lifs ever ſinte my 
FILES from you, and by what Means 
s happily brought into your - 
Preſeties again, Then ſhe-related.:the = 
er Occurrences of hes: Pilgrimage, 
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from the: Time her Father left her in the 
Wood, to her Marriage with Portfus. 
Portius, added the, was fo blind ro my 
_ paſt Follies that notwichſtanding the Re- 
ations I made of my own Un- 
worthineſs, and the Follies I had been 
uilty of (for J concealed nothing from 
im) yer was plead to like me with all 
my Faults.” To him Fowe my Del:ver- 
ance from that State of Solitude and Ob- 
livion ro which J had devoted myſelf, 
and in which F had reſolved to ſpend the 
- Remainder of my Days; and to him you 
owe the Recovery of, your loft and ab- 
andon d Daughter. 
While Emia was Gekvering herſelf 
in this „ Manner, Horatis found 


bis Heart finit with Compundtion tor 


the Hardſhips. and Afflictions which ſhe 
had ſuffer d 797 his Severity. He could 
refrain no vage, but catching. her in 
his Arms, kiſsd and embrac'd her with 
the utmuſt Tenderneſs and Affection. 
My dear Child, faid he, what Recom- 


pence ſhall 1 make thee for all the Trou- | 


| bles and Hardſhips which my Raſhnek 
has occaſion'd thee? I am now convinc'd 
that Allowances "ought to be made for 
the Extravagancies of Youths, For then 

TS. . 
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i is that the Paſſions are grongeſl, My” 
tune Judgment, not ſettled by Experience 
4200 the Knowledge of Mankind, is moſt 
liable to Deception, Then it is that ſen :- 
ſible Objects make the greateſt Impreſt 
ſion upon the Mind, and Reaſon is too 
much obſcur d by the Prevalence 
Paſſion. Then it is that Virtue, tho 
planted in the moſt fruitful Soll, Will 
— be choaked up with Weeds, unleſs 
continually prun'd and cultivated by 
the skilful Hand of Prudence and Au- 
thority. We who are far advanc'd in 
Vears, have our Judgments matur'd. by 
a long Experience and Knowledge of the 


| Follies, Frailties and Wickedneſs of Man- 


kind, and therefore are always. on our 

Guard a ginſt them. But Vouth want- 
ing chef e Advantäges, is, \conſequently, 
more liable to err. This Parents ought 
to conſider, and not expect that their 


Children ſhould commence Philoſophers, 


immediately after they have leſt their 
School. But enough. of this: Welcome, 
Emilia, welgome- once more to thy Fa- 
ther's aged Arms. Pertius, my Son, for 
ſo the Fates ordain, here, take this Girl, 
and uſe her well; for I am perſuaded 

the n deſerve thy Loves 3 20d. ny = 


"x 
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| Length of Life aud Happineſs together. 
HForatio was ſo well pleas d with this 

happy Iſſue of his Daughter's Misfortunes, 
that he reſolves to celebrate her Nuptials 
with the utmoſt Magnificence. Accor- 

dingly he ſends for all his Children, and 
invites the principal Gentry for twenty 


| Miles round the Country, and entertains 
them in the moſt ſplendid Manner for 


three Days ſucceſſively. After which 

Portius took his dear Emilia to his 
Manſion-houſe, where they ſtill live in 
the full Enjoyment of all earthly Felicity, 
and the mutual Endearments of conjugal 


Affection, bleſs d with a numerous Off- 


ſpring. 


Gad of Heaven bleſs you bock Jak. 
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